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ADVICE FOR LIFE AND DEATH 
CMBC May 25, 2014                                                    Psalm 49:1 – 20;  2 Peter 3:8 - 14 

 
This Psalm has some pretty straight talk about the rich, the ungodly rich. But 
the message isn’t only to the rich, it is a message to all of us about 
understanding this life in relation to life after death. It has some solid advice 
for life and death. 
 
1. The Mirage Of An Unfair World 
The Psalmist suggests that we easily come to the conclusion that we live in 
an unfair world. 
Psalm 49:5  Why should I fear when evil days come, when wicked deceivers 
surround me— [6] those who trust in their wealth and boast of their great 
riches?  
But we do fear, or are upset. 

 
a. The intimidation of the ungodly rich 

i. The ungodly rich seem to live above the law 
ii. They cheat 
iii. Feel no shame at taking advantage of people 
iv. Intimidate people into submission 
v. In many parts of the world they give bribes to get their way 

and have no hesitation in accepting bribes. 
vi. It is not just the rich that do this, but anyone who thinks they 

can get away with it 
vii. The focus is on getting my way, without sensitivity to others 

 
b. The disadvantages of the righteous 

i. I am talking here about the person, like the Psalmist, who 
wants to live in godly character 

ii. The righteous is at a disadvantage, because he feels he 
must keep the law – or at least wants to 

iii. ILL the building contractor who gets out-bid because he 
won’t cheat 

iv. ILL. University students compete with those who cheat 
v. The unrighteous gets angry, yells, swears, while the 

righteous is to turn the other cheek. 
vi. The unrighteous plots against you, while the righteous is 

taught to love their enemies. 
vii. It certainly does seem like a disadvantage and totally unfair. 
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The Psalmist says that the idea of an unfair world is a mirage. It looks 
that way, but in reality it is the unrighteous that is living in an illusion.  

2. The Great Leveler Of All Mankind Is Death 
a. Death is inevitable for everyone 

i. Rich and poor all die 
ii. In fact Vs. 10 says We all can see that wise men die, the 

foolish and the senseless alike perish. 
The doctor with a PhD and the man who can’t read, 
even the mentally handicapped, they all die.  
In the end there is no difference. 

iii. They may live in a fancy house with manicured yards, but 
they all end up in a grave as their final resting place. 

iv. They may have a fancy coffin, but they all get buried. 
v. The Psalmist says, [11] Their tombs will remain their houses 

forever, their dwellings for endless generations, though they 
had named lands after themselves.  

1. Speaking in human terms, their bodies will be buried 
much, much longer than they ever lived in their fancy 
houses with servants. 

2. They might have streets and buildings named after 
them, but people will soon forget who they are. 
 

b. The foolishness of short sighted values 
i. When we think and plan only for this life, it is like a beast of 

the field who doesn’t think beyond this life. 
ii. In fact, the Psalmist says, it is like sheep who don’t realize 

that they are destined to die, that the shepherd’s care is so 
that one day the sheep will end up in the shepherd’s plate. 

iii. The foolishness of the unrighteous is that all his plans are 
for this life. 

1. Oh he might think of impressing God one day with his 
riches and glory. 

2. But says the Psalmist [7] Yet they cannot redeem 
themselves from death by paying a ransom to God. 
[8] Redemption does not come so easily, for no one 
can ever pay enough [9] to live forever. 

iv. They are foolish because they live like all that is important is 
this life. 

v. Vs. 6 They trust in their wealth, possession, and boast of 
their great riches. 
 

3. Finding The True Purpose For Living 



3 
 

a. The tendency to be over-awed 
i. When we see someone that is wealthy we sometimes are 

over-awed, and maybe intimidated by them 
ii. The Psalmist says, Vs 16 Do not be overawed when a man 

grows rich, when the splendor of his house increases; 
[17] for he will take nothing with him when he dies, his 
splendor will not descend with him. [18] Though while he 
lived he counted himself blessed— and men praise you 
when you prosper— [19] but he will join the generation of 
his fathers, who will never see the light [of life].  

iii. We can envy his riches, or be upset that we didn’t get the 
breaks, or even be prejudiced against them 

iv. Now listen carefully:  
1. The problem with the unrighteous rich is that they 

have missed out on the true purpose of living.  
2. However, when we envy them, we have fallen into the 

same trap. 
3. Or when we are upset with them, even prejudiced 

against them, we have fallen into the same trap. 
4. ILL. Here is a simple example: Have you ever seen 

the guy driving a fancy expensive care pull up to the 
no-parking zone in front of the store, parking there 
while he does his shopping, and get upset with him? 
He needs pity, not anger. He is living short-sited, no 
different than a beast. 
 

b. Understanding beyond the grave 
i. The Psalmist focuses particularly on those who have lots of 

money. 
ii. Richness is not only in money. The Psalmist hints at this 

when he includes the highly educated and the senseless. 
1. Some of us are rich in talents, abilities, natural gifts. 
2. We might say, “No not me. I am very simple.” But just 

like the rich, we are never satisfied with what we have. 
3. Some are strong in bodies, while others are struggling 

with weakness and pain. 
iii. Listen again: So much of our life is taken up with living now. 
iv. We all know that we are going to die, whether our bodies 

are strong or whether they are frail. All will die. 
v. But it is so easy for us to focus on the now,  

1. Our own dissatisfaction with our poverty in wealth, 
poverty in gifting, dissatisfied with my circumstances 
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2. I focus on the unfairness of what I have to deal with 
3. Focus on the having it better, easier 

vi. We all can miss the true purpose of our life, specifically in 
the circumstances we are in. 

vii. The Psalmist says: Vs. 20 A man who has riches without 
understanding is like the beasts that perish. 
 

c. What is his advice?  
i. The purpose of life, whether we are rich or poor, is to live 

preparing for dying.  
ii. Because our real purpose in life is for the life God has for 

you after we are done with this life.  
iii. That preparation for some comes in being poor.  

1. For others in being rich.  
2. For some in what seems to be weakness.  
3. For others in health and strength.  

iv. But we will all alike die.  
v. Our problem is that we judge the value of life on human 

terms, the terms of fallen man.  
Rather than on the value that every situation has for 
eternity. 
 

We all have possessions 
4. Being Wise With Possessions 

a. Being rich is not wrong. 
Missing out on the purpose of life is critical 
 

b. Feeling that life is unfair is understandable 
Not seeing the bigger picture is crippling 
 

c. Struggling with wanting more than what we have is 
understandable. 

Wanting more just for our personal ease or ego is 
destructive. 
 

d. Understanding the purpose of life is liberating.  
Vs.15 But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will 
surely take me to himself.  
 

e. Here is what the Apostle Paul learned: 
Philippians 4:11 for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. [12] I know what it is to be in need, and I know 
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what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content 
in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 
living in plenty or in want. [13] I can do everything through him 
who gives me strength.  


