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KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS 
CMBC April 12, 2014 PALM SUNDAY                                              Colossians 1:13 – 20 

 
Matthew 21:1 - 11 
[1] As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. [3] If 
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 
away.”  

[4] This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  

[5] “Say to the Daughter of Zion,  
‘See, your king comes to you,  
gentle and riding on a donkey,  
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'”  

[6] The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. [7] They brought the donkey 
and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. [8] A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. [9] The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,  

“Hosanna  to the Son of David!”  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Hosanna  in the highest!”  

[10] When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  

[11] The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

 

 Picture with me again the scene of the Sunday Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 

 On each side of the Kidron Valley you have high hills, so called mountains. 

 On this side you have Mount of Olives. On the other side of this hill is Bethphage the 
village in which Mary and Martha and Lazarus lived.  

 Jesus had travelled down from Galilee on the east side of the Jordan, crossed the river 
near Jericho, then travelled the easier route up out of the Jordan valley, coming around 
through Bethphage. 

 Hundreds of people had come down with Jesus from Galilee, excited to hear his 
teaching, and amazed at his miracles.  

 At Bethphage they borrowed a donkey’s colt and began their way to Jerusalem. 

 The road came down this mountain past the Garden of Gethsemane down into the 
Kidron valley. 

 Up the other side was Jerusalem and most prominent was the Temple court, the walls 
surrounding the court and the impressive temple. 

 The priests and the crowds in the temple court would have heard the shouting of the 
crowds coming over the hill and down the road toward the temple. 

 “Who is this?” they asked 
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1. MISPLACED EXPECTATIONS 

a. Expecting a political monarch 
i. The priority was to get rid of the burdens of an oppressive force 
ii. Forgot what God had told them about the problems of having a king – their 

own king. 
iii. This is personal – get rid of my troubles 

 
b. Our own expectations for living 

i. We think government can solve our problems 
1. The Christian influence has made a difference 
2. But government doesn’t change the heart of man 

ii. Often our purpose for God is to get rid of our problems 
 

2. A GREATER KING THAN WE COULD IMAGINE 
a. Creator and Sustainer 

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. [16] For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; 
all things were created by him and for him. [17] He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. 

i. This is who came down that road on that Sunday morning 
ii. This is bigger than one who rules a small part of the earth 
iii. This is the one  

 
b. Ruler who is personally engaged 

i. The people in Jerusalem asked, “Who is this?” and the people responded 
“This is the Prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

ii. But this is the one the prophets told about 
iii. This is the King who is personally involved in every life 

 
3. A BROADER DEEPER RULE 

Colossians 1:13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, [14] in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
a. This isn’t about getting rid of the Romans, or the Russians, or the dictator, or 

the Islamic terrorists. 
 

b. This is the Lord of the spiritual realm 
i. “the dominion of darkness” This is where our problem really is 
ii. This King goes deeper 

 
c. Rules over a battle we can’t fight 

i. For he has rescued us 
ii. We can’t win this battle. We need to be rescued 
iii. [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
iv. This is the real battle, the real oppression and we needed intervention, 

redemption, the forgiveness of sin. 
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4. HIS KINGDOM OF PEACE   
a. A good king tries to bring us peace, but that is possible only in limited areas. 

i. Here is what we read about this King: 
ii. Colossians 1:19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 

[20] and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross.  

iii. This is peace with God, the only peace that matters, the only true peace. 
 

b. Characterized by love 
i. The greatest act of love is that this King sacrificed Himself in order to bring 

us peace with Him. 
ii. What king has been willing or able to give himself for a people who didn’t 

deserve it? 
Colossians 1:21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behavior. [22] But now he has reconciled 
you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation—  
 

c. Gives Himself for our peace 
i. The reason that there was no peace was because we rebelled against him, 

wanting to be our own king. This was a “coupe”. 
ii. He gives us peace with Him, peace with each other 

 

 This is who rode into Jerusalem on that Sunday. 

 You know what happened before this week was over. It was the greatest victory, 
way beyond what any king ever could accomplish 

 This is the King that we will submit to and that we will follow 

 This is the King of Kings and Lord of lords. 

 “Hosanna!”  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Hosanna in the highest!”  


