
Touched by God 

Do you need a touch from God? His life being poured into you? His life where there is death. His hope 

exchanged for your hopelessness. His peace where there is strife and turmoil. His love overwhelming 

your fear and anxiety. Do you need a touch from God?  

Luke 7:11-17 

11 Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with 

him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried 

out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town 

was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not 

weep.” 14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 

“Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave 

him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has 

arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread through 

the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. 

All the action in Luke 7 ceases when Jesus’ hand contacts the bier carrying the son’s corpse. He halts the 

funeral procession’s somber inertia with his body. Life obstructs death, allowing it to proceed no further. 

With a touch, Jesus inserts himself into the circumstances. He becomes part of a village’s grave ritual 

and a widow’s departure into an uncertain plight. The Savior physically reckons with death and the 

destruction it inflicts on survivors. With a touch, he takes over the scene. No one frets about defilement 

or his risk of contracting impurity; here Jesus commands full control. Palpably, his touch injects life and 

renewal into desolate conditions. 

If you remember watching video footage of Mother Teresa, you may recall how frequently she 

employed touch as a vital expression of ministry -- holding people’s faces, clutching their hands, 

embracing them without fearing their disease or frailty. With touch she dignified sufferers’ humanity 

and offered to carry their pain for them. Her touch poked through any boundaries that would keep their 

bodies isolated from hers. 

Several biblical texts speak of a future devoid of grief and suffering. One of the final visions in Revelation 

picks up on a particular detail found in Isaiah 25:8: God wiping tears from mourning faces. Such a caring 

action requires a delicate touch to prevent it from inflicting greater damage to a mourner. A God who 

dabs the tears from our eyes isn’t commending stoicism for all eternity or minimizing the pain anguish 

causes. God wicks tears away, so their repetitious flow won’t carve permanent grooves into us. All 

mourning and grief comes to an end. Jesus love never ends. His presence and ‘touch’ bring life.  

Psalm 118:14-17 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song; 

     he has become my salvation. 
15 Glad songs of salvation 

    are in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, 
16     the right hand of the Lord exalts, 

    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 



17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 

     and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

In this time of isolation, of physical distancing, and of global uncertainty, God has not changed. He is 

faithful and true forever and ever. He has proved capable in the past. Remember and retell what he has 

done. Fix your eyes on him, not on the mountains, Goliaths, or any challenge you are currently facing. 

Consider; God is with you. God is with you! He is not distant but with you, so close he is touching you. 

Holding you. Lifting you. He has conquered sin and death. He is the beginning and the end. He is the 

victor. In him we do not die. In him we live! After whatever we are facing is over we will have more 

deeds of the Lord to recount. Ask him for a touch today. Believe him. He has promised to be with us 

always. Receive from him what he wants to give to you right now.  

 

On Sunday in the Zoom meeting at 10:00 we will spend some time telling how God has ‘touched’ us in 

the past. We will also encourage each other with how He is meeting us right now. To end our time this 

week I will try the breakout rooms. The system should randomly break us up into smaller groups so we 

can share more about our day/week and pray for each other specifically. This is how we will end this 

weeks Zoom meeting.   


