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Woman at the well 
AND 
water from a rock n the desert After the whole hot mess of – prove to us you 
are God.  Course that is what made God angry. What! I have given you LIFE and 
now I have to prove to you that I am God?  
 
But what God is, is just that. Over and over and over again. Life-giver. Water-
bestower. Source of Goodness. 
As Walter Brueggemann says – God keeps giving us YES.  
“Like blood from a turnip, like a purse from the ear of a sow, water from rock, 
food from hunger, life from death, joy from sorrow, Yes from No, well-being 
from anxiety.” He continues, “The story does not explain any more than we 
explain Easter after Good Friday, well-being after Lent. And we do not explain 

because we are looking to God, the one who holds all circumstances and all 
emergencies, all possibilities in God’s own hand, the one who says yes. Yes 
even in wilderness, yes in Lent, Yes from rock, yes from thirst.” - and I say, yes 
in Pandemic.  “Yes to us, yes to the world…” a mind-boggling, heart-
expanding, dazzling beyond any explanation… yes, yes, YES! 
 
I want some of that water! Some of that YES! Don’t you?! 
 
Which brings us to the woman at the well. You know this is a story that has 
always made me cringe at a certain point. You know where, right. When Jesus 
says,  
"You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and the one 

you have now is not your husband.  

And then the woman says, “Oh yes, Jesus. You know me through and through,” 

 
How sucky can you get! And why ever would Jesus throw her private life in her 
face like that?  Well… what if he didn’t?  What if that’s not what was going on… 
What if the woman at the well was not who’ve we been taught all these years… 
not what we’ve been taught all these years. When I was at seminary I was 
introduced to a bible scholar named Sandra Schneiders,  a scholar of New 
Testament and a feminist.  Which means she writes things like this:  
“Until very recently all the biblical scholars, pastors and homilists have been 
men living in, trained for, and ruling over patriarchal churches and society…. 
with an ideological agenda of rendering women textually invisible… “ 
 
She promises to rescue this morning’s text from misinterpretation by 
“discerning and challenging the androcentric (man-centred), patriarchal, 
sexist, and misogynist misinterpretations that pervade the history of New 
Testament scholarship…” 

And the Samaritan woman? Schneiders describes her as a textbook case of 

trivialization, marginalization, and even sexual demonization of biblical women 



when it comes to biblical interpretation. She goes on to interpret the passage 
as a feminist.  And it goes something like this: 
 
So…  the conversation takes place at a well – in biblical pattern – wells are 
where bridegrooms find their brides: Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob & Rachel, Moses 
and Zipporah. So Jesus, the true bridegroom, the new bridegroom of ancient 
Israel, is meeting one of the tribes of ancient Israel – Samaria, at a well, to 
claim them for the new Israel – the Christian community.   
Last week Nicodemus came to Jesus by night and disappeared into the night, 

confused. Here Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at high noon – in the fullest 
of light. And they proceed to have a theological dialogue because that is why 
Jesus is there. The woman questions Jesus – how is it you are breaking with 
tradition – speaking in public to a woman AND asking to share utensils with a 
Samaritan. And what’s this about offering living water – are you claiming status 
with Jacob, one of our patriarchs and the one who gave us this well, this source 
of water – which is life in the desert!?  
You see according to Samaritan theology, the Messiah would be not a 
descendant of David but a prophet like Moses.  
When Jesus tells her the ‘place’ of worship to come will be neither of the holy 
mountains, and instead in spirit and truth, she “knows” him.  
And the five husbands? 
“Samaria’s infidelity to the Mosaic covenant was symbolized by its acceptance 
of the worship of the false gods of five foreign tribes” and the husband she now 
has (a reference to her relationship with the God of the covenant) was not 
really her husband in the full integrity of the covenantal relationship.”  And for 
Jesus to say that is a classic prophetic denunciation of false worship. And she 
gets it.  

And then? As the first evangelist, she brings not just a few people, here and 
few there to Jesus as others have done. She brings an entire city.  
And so here is this encounter not as an expose of a woman’s private life but as 
a wooing back to full relationship to God in the covenant of an entire people. 
 
Living water. That is what Jesus is calling them to.  
 
So what does all this mean for us? Maybe this morning, for us it might sound 
something like this: 
I think we might be at a pivot point in our history. A time when the choices we 
make will have a profound effect on what direction the human race goes from 
here. It is reasonable to imagine that this pandemic will get much worse before 
it begins to get better. We know humans have some pretty awful tendencies  
when under extreme stress- scapegoating, self-preservation at the expense of 
others, marginalizing big chunks of people…  It’s so tempting to go along with 
the majority even when in our heart of hearts we know it’s wrong. Cause we 
don’t want to stir things up. And we don’t want to stand out and maybe 
become a target ourselves. There are so many reasons to join in with the 

darker side of our human race.  



So depressing, Gyllian. Why are you talking about this!  
Because when we are willing to look straight into the darkness and ask 
ourselves – “what does God ask of me?” then we can seize hold of the living 
waters and turn towards the light. Then we can choose kindness and justice in 
the most extreme of circumstances. Then we can choose to stand with Jesus as 
radical healers, lovers, and light-bearers. We can be change-makers even when 
it’s scary because we have access to that Living Water. Living Water is what 
will get us through this, and not just by the skin of our teeth, having sacrificed 
much that is good. Living waters – God’s YES to us – is what will help us turn on 

this pivot point in our history, towards life and light. Towards God, the Holy of 
Holies, the Light of the World. Let us breathe and turn and choose that light of 
God, that living water of our true life. Let us join God in saying YES. 


