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Then they were glad that the waters were quiet 
and He brought them to their desired haven. 

Psalm 107:30
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Yet Another Unusual Lord’s Day

☩   Our “Present Distress”: The apostle Paul uses this phrase in I Corinthians 7:26 to speak of circumstances 
at  certain  times  and  places  which  disrupt  the  usual  order  of  things.  Wartime,  for  example,  disrupts 
marriages, family life, the economy, and society as a whole.   Currently, with the “present distress” of the 
coronavirus, we are in a time of such disruption.   In order to contain the spread of this highly infectious 
virus, those in authority over us have asked that - for the time being - all unnecessary travel be suspended, 
and also that there be no gatherings of more than ten.   This has, of course, led to the closing of most churches 
and the curtailing of public worship, at least for a time.  We are currently not permitted to use our usual 
meeting place, Ascension Lutheran Church in Deer Park, NY.
      Many churches are now using live streaming or recorded video to have “virtual worship services”, in 
which homebound people can access the service and follow along through an electronic device.   The Haven, 
OPC’s elders in training, Jimmy Brewer and John Vaeth, and I discussed this option. However, until the 
“present distress” is over we have chosen to provide something that will help heads of households lead a 
family worship service on the Lord’s Day.   We opted for this for two reasons:

1.  “Family Worship” is part of our doctrinal commitment.  Our Confession of Faith affirms that “God 
is to be worshiped everywhere, in spirit and in truth, as in private, families (emphasis mine), daily, in secret, 
each one by himself, so, more solemnly in the public assemblies”  (WCF 21:6)  This “present distress” gives 
us  an opportunity  to  practice  family  worship -  something that  is  both  very  foreign to  our  culture  and 
challenging in a day of multiple time commitments and distractions.  It’s a good time to learn something that 
should be part of every family’s healthy Christian life - whether or not we are in a time of “present distress.”.

2.  This gives an opportunity to invite others to join you (honoring sanitary standards, of course) in 
your home for what can become a useful evangelistic opportunity. 

You should have your family worship with access to an electronic device so that you can use the links 
to the hymn.  In that way you will be able to sing along with another group, albeit a recorded one.  You’ll 
also need your electronic device to access the Lord’s Day sermon through sermonaudio.com.   It’s especially 
important that pastors keep up their ministries to the flock in this day of fear, anxiety, and uncertainty.  We 
need to be reminded that there is no uncertainty in our God - and he IS in control!

So, heads of households - whether you are single or have family members - may the following special 
bulletin for this “present distress” help you and your household worship the Lord acceptably and joyfully on 
this upcoming Lord’s Day Sabbath.

Yours in our ever faithful Savior,
  Pastor Bill 

☩  Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®).          
Copyrighted music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.  All selections from the Trinity Psalter Hymnal are 
used with permission.  
 
☩  The Haven, OPC  is a home mission work of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York,   
Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church  (OPC).   For  more  information  on  the  Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church:  
www.opc.org   For more information about this church, visit our website:  www.thehavenli.com 

☩  Pastoral Needs:  To contact Pastor Bill, his study phone number is (516) 593-1507, or you can reach him 
by e mail at WShishko@gmail.com   
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A Service for Family Worship
The Lord’s Day — April 19, 2020

Preparation for Worship:  Psalm 46:1-11
(The Psalm for this time of our present distress). 
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THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US 

The Promise of God’s Presence: 

Leader:   Where two or three are gathered together, in Christ’s name, he promises 
that he is there among them.  (Matthew 18:20).  That promise is fulfilled by the 

Spirit of the risen Jesus Christ, who is with us now!
People: Amen!

Call to Worship: Isaiah 6:1-3  

Leader:  In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 

People:   Above  him stood  the  seraphim.  Each  had  six  wings:  with  two he 
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

Leader: And one called to another and said: 

 People:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory!”   Hallelujah!

Opening Hymn:  “Behold, Our God!”      (turn to next page)

Sing along and be blessed: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58




Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord! 
People: Who made heaven and earth! 

†Opening Prayer  (Leader may use his own words, or the following):
Now, our God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:  Meet with us according to your promise.  

Bless the reading, singing, preaching, and praying of your Word to the end that we might know 
Jesus Christ, in whom is eternal life and true blessedness.  We ask in His wonderful name.

All: Amen! 

THE LORD OUR GOD CLEANSES US 

Call to Confession of Sin:   And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of 
him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me! For I am 
lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; 
for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”  (Isaiah 6:4,5)

Corporate Confession (which may be preceded by a time of private confession):

     Holy Father.  Holy Son.  Holy Spirit.  Glorious God:   We adore you for all that you are as 
God and as our God and Redeemer.   We are humbled by your power that shakes - and is shaking  
- the earth.  We confess with Isaiah that, by nature , we are lost and deserve only your wrath. We 
confess our unclean lips, our unclean minds, and our unclean lives.  And we know that we dwell 
among a people of unclean lips, unclean minds, and unclean lives.  We are broken, but you heal.  
We are empty, but you fill.  We are helpless, but you are the Helper.  We thank you that our 
anguish is met by the heart of our sympathetic High Priest, the Lord Jesus.  For his sake, forgive 
us.  Remember us, our families, our nation, and the nations in your grace that is greater than all 
of our sins.  We ask in the forgiving name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The Promise of Forgiveness of Sins in Christ:  “Then one of the seraphim flew to me, 
having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And 
he btouched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away, and your sin atoned for.  (Isaiah 6:6)  The burning coal from the altar is fulfilled in 
the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  By that work our sins are atoned for and their guilt 
is fully taken away for all who trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior

People:  Hallelujah!  Thanks be to God! 

Our Response of Praise:  “Arise, My Soul, Arise”            (Turn to the next page)
Sing along and be blessed:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0qZ3h_dMGs
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US

Old Covenant Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
3 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven: 
      2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 

      a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
      3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

      a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
      4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
      a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

      5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
      a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

      6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
      a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

      7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
      a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

      8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
      a time for war, and a time for peace.

New Covenant Reading:  Hebrews 9:23-28

 23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be 
purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made 
with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to 
offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every 
year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer 
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared 
once for all  at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins 
of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those 
who are eagerly waiting for him.
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Leader:  The grass withers, and the flowers fade away; but the word of our 
God will stand forever!

People: Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:   The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
      creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

      and born of the virgin Mary.  
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
      was crucified, died, and was buried;  

      he descended to hell.  
      The third day he rose again from the dead.  

      He ascended to heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
      the holy catholic* church,  
      the communion of saints,  
      the forgiveness of sins,  

      the resurrection of the body,  
      and the life everlasting. Amen.

*that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places 

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:
Hymn of Praise:  “Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed”     (turn page)  
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waWQUOgwNGs
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For the following parts of worship:  
sermonaudio.com/sermon/418201944377051

       
Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation

People: Amen!

Sermon:   “Hard & Happy Truths for Hard & Unhappy Times”  #1

Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached and Pastoral Prayer
(followed by the Lord’s Prayer in unison)

Our Father which art in heaven: 
Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the Evil One. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   

Amen! 

*         *         *          *         *         *         *         *         *         *         *        *       
Closing Hymn:” I Run to Christ!”  (Turn to Next Page)

  Believe, sing along, and run to Christ: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwDshMmdxoo               

The Lord Our God Commissions Us 

Leader:  Prayer of Benediction:  
May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ

equip us with everything good that we may do his will,
working in us what is pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ,

to whom be glory forever and ever!.
People: Amen! 
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Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name

Announcements
☩  Haven Hope Givers:  That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have 
learned about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC.   Send a message of Gospel hope to:  Mr. Darren 
Emanuel,  #03A2176,  Fishkill  Correctional  Facility,  POB 1245,  Beacon,  NY 12508  & Mr.  Arthur  F. 
Tomlinson #12B1623,  Eastern New York Correctional  Facility,  PO Box 338,  Napanoch,  NY 12458.    
You can now e mail them:  Go to https://www.jpay.com/ to learn more and to sign up. 

Also:  Send cards and notes of encouragement to Grace Slezak:  373 W. 21st St., Deer Park, NY 11729, 
and also  to  Barbara  Brewer,  66  East  2nd St.,  Deer  Park,  NY 11729  Encourage them with  God’s 
promises as they go through cancer treatments and related surgery.

☩  Haven Open Forum:  Today at 4:30 p.m.  Join us. and invite others to this new Haven outreach.

Join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89896483305

Meeting ID: 898 9648 3305. 

Call in at 4:25 p.m. so that we can all be “present” for the meeting at 4:30. 
It’s helpful if you e mail your question to Pastor Bill in advance:  WShishko@gmail.com 

Or you can text your questions to him at the special Pastor Bill Text Free number:    (516) 367-0391

☩  Sing!   Our monthly “choir practice” is at the home of John & Mary Vaeth (46 Monell Ave., Islip). 
God willing, our next Sing! meeting will be Tuesday, May 7. from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.  

☩  Prayer Meeting,:  This Wednesday,  April 22  at 7:30 p.m. 

Join the  meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84774216263

Meeting ID: 847 7421 6263

Call in at 7:25 p.m. so that we can all be “present” for the meeting at 7:30. 
Be sure to have your weekly “Present Distress” Prayer List that comes out on Saturday evenings.  

We’ll hear any updates and spend most of the time in prayer.  

☩  Presbytery Church Picnic:  Saturday, June 27.  More details to come.  Mark your calendars!

☩  Banks:  Remember to put your spare change into your special “Worldwide Outreach” banks.  In 
November we’ll apply these gifts to our annual Thank Offering gift. 

You can continue to give your tithes and offerings even when we’re not able to meet during this 
“present distress”.  Send them to:  Kathy Toto, 34 Spinnaker Ln., Patchogue, NY 11772

Checks payable to “The Haven OPC LLC”  
Or: Scroll to the bottom of our website’s home page.  
Look for the green “Donate to The Haven” button.
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         https://www.thehavenli.com/

A Prayer for this “Present Distress”	
 	

The book Coronavirus and Christ ends with the following prayer:	
 	
Our Father and our God,	
 	
At our best moments, by your grace, we are not sleeping in Gethsemane. We are 

awake and listening to your Son’s prayer. He knew, deep down, that he had 
to suffer. But in his perfect humanity, he cried out, “If it is possible, let this 
cup pass.”	

 	
In the same way, we sense, deep down, that you have appointed this pandemic, in 

your wisdom, for good and necessary purposes. We too must suffer. Your 
Son was innocent. We are not. Yet with him in our far-from-perfect 
humanity, we too cry out, “If it is possible, let this cup pass.” Do quickly, O 
Lord, the painful, just, and merciful work you have resolved to do. Do not 
linger in judgment. Do not delay your compassion. Remember the poor, O 
Lord, according to your mercy. Do not forget the cry of the afflicted. Grant 
recovery. Grant a cure. Deliver us—your poor, helpless creatures—from 
these sorrows, we pray.	

 	
But do not waste our misery and grief, O Lord. Purify your people from powerless 

preoccupation with barren materialism and Christless entertainment. Put 
our mouths out of taste with the bait of Satan. Cut from us the roots and 
remnant of pride and hate and unjust ways. Grant us capacities of outrage 
at our own belittling of your glory. Open the eyes of our hearts to see and 
savor the beauty of Christ. Incline our hearts to your Word, your Son, and 
your way. Fill us with compassionate courage. And make a name for 
yourself in the way your people serve.	

 	
Stretch forth your hand in great awakening for the sake of this perishing world. Let 

the terrible words of Revelation not be spoken over this generation: “Yet 
still they did not repent.” As you have stricken bodies, strike now the 
slumbering souls. Forbid that they would remain asleep in the darkness of 
pride and unbelief. In your great mercy, say to these bones, “Live!” And 
bring the hearts and lives of millions into alignment with the infinite worth 
of Jesus.	

 	
In Jesus’s name, AMEN.	

~ from John Piper’s book, Coronavirus and Christ	
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