
Did you know… the total daily cost of 
operations at Knox are $851.00 each day, 

every day of the year?!?!? 

STEPS IN A JOURNEY 
These steps provide  

a snapshot of our 
congregation and our giving 
patterns in 2018.  Each step 
indicates a range of dollars 

given per month. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you earn income, you can use your donation to Knox to 
earn a non-refundable tax credit to reduce your income tax 
payable. 

 

Annual 
Gift 

Potential 
Tax Saving* 

After-Tax 
Cost 

 

$500 $177 323  

$1,000 406 594  

$1,500 635 865  

$2,000 864 1,136  

$2,500 1,093 1,407  

$3,000 1,322 1,678  

$3,500 1,551 1,949  

$4,000 1,780 2,220  

$5,000 2,238 2,762  

$7,500 3,383 4,117  

$10,000 4,528 5,472  

Based on 2018 income tax rates. 

Did you know that by supporting the Mission &  Service 
(M&S) Fund your support is ready and on the spot 
bringing disaster relief immediately? Through the M&S 
Fund you partner with the United Church of Canada in 
national and worldwide ministries.  We can accomplish 
more together than we ever can alone; but giving to M&S 
does require an intentional decision and additional 
commitment on your part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLED TO BE THE CHURCH 

Loving Our Neighbours 

Minister’s Stewardship Message 2020:  
 

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:39) 

At Knox, our mission is to love God and love our 
neighbours. We are called out by God as a church community to 
live out this great commandment. Loving God means loving our 
neighbours. Our love for God is actualized in our love for our 
neighbours. Knox has been faithful in living out this call to love our 
neighbours for many years. Our ministry has reached many people 
in our community and touched many neighbours near and far. And 
we want to continue this tradition.  

At, Knox, since we have adopted our vision to “engage our 
neighbours with the arts, building a community without 
loneliness,” in June 2018, we have intentionally steered our 
ministry direction and focused our time, talent, and treasure (and 
terrain) to faithfully live out our mission to love our neighbours to 
advance our vision mandate. I believe that our on-going ministries 
at Knox are having a very positive impact, directly and indirectly, to 
our neighbours’ wellbeing. We have refocused our monthly 
Community Lunch, with a new coordinating team and a renewed 
volunteer spirit, to better minister to those who have come for 
food and fellowship over the years. It is a vital ministry that fills the 
need of many lonely and isolated neighbours in our community. 
We have also initiated the Sunday Social Concert Series, in 
partnership with UBC School of Music and Early Music Vancouver, 
to bring young local musicians to perform at Knox sanctuary and for 
the patrons to socialize after the concerts (Social Bar).                   

Where are you 

standing  

on the staircase? 

Can you move up 

one step in your 

givings for the year 

2020?  

 



The Sunday Social Concert Series is an innovative and unique 
ministry that takes Knox’s vision mandate to “engage our 
neighbours with the arts” to a wider community audience, reaching 
many neighbours living beyond the immediate proximity of Knox. 
These and other ministries at Knox are vital in bringing our 
neighbours together to build community spirit and foster 
community wellbeing – our faithful response to God’s call.  

I want to offer my deep gratitude to all of you who have 
donated your time, talent, and treasure to ministries at Knox. Your 
generosity has touched and changed many lives and hearts and is 
continuing to help advance God’s mission at Knox. I thank you! And 
I ask you to be more generous! If you are not able to volunteer like 
before, I’d like you to offer more of your treasure to Knox 
ministries. I ask you to practice the habit of generosity to let God’s 
treasure flow in and out of you to love our neighbours through 
Knox ministries. 

Yours Sincerely,   Rev. Richard 
 

Stewardship is everything we do  
after we say ‘Yes!’ to God. 

Jesus calls us to follow his way, sharing our lives in 
community, including sharing our money.  There are many worthy 
charities asking for support. Giving to our church enables us to 
express our faith through our many ministries, as followers of Jesus. 

Stewardship of Our Time and Talents at Knox. 

There are many ways that we can contribute to our shared life in 
Knox UC, offering the treasure of our volunteer time & talents: 

• be a warm and welcoming presence as people arrive for 
worship, offering bulletins and guidance 

• read scripture in worship  

• sing in our choir 

• participate in a study group  

• host and serve communion 

• volunteer for “gum boot” projects  

• prepare and host coffee fellowship 

• serve on one of the Knox Teams 

• volunteer in the office when Josie is away 

• sponsor a Community Lunch 

• cook, serve or participate in Community Lunch 

From your Board..... 

The leaves are falling outside, which is one of the year’s way-markers for 
me (I’m sure it is for you, too).   It’s time for casseroles, cozy sweaters, 
endless raking, and of course, our annual Stewardship Campaign. 

Last year, I spoke in my stewardship letter about becoming laser-focused 
on the future:  as a congregation, we would work to engage our 
neighbours through the arts, building a community without loneliness.   
So far, the results have been compelling.  Here are just a few: 

 We held a loneliness forum last fall, and began to explore how we 
might partner with Beyond the Conversation 

 We gathered for an energetic and fantastic Big Band concert, and we 
partnered with UBC School of Music and Early Music Vancouver to 
host not one but two concert series 

 Rev. Richard organized a Lenten lecture series based on the topic of 
loneliness 

 We confirmed that Community Lunch is a critical part of Knox’s 
outreach, and we rejoice as new leaders have taken the reins and 
joined the CL team of willing volunteers.  More than 60 friends have 
gathered for lunch in Sept and Oct. 

Through all our work, there is something significant emerging:  We are 
growing in relevancy to our neighbourhood, in a time where communities 
value church less. 

Sometimes it’s hard to see how programs will be funded, advertised, 
organized and staffed.   Our MPS team (Richard Dunsterville, Margaret 
Pendray, Consulting Rev. Debra Bowman & myself) have begun a multi-
month project to review our Time, Talent, Treasure and Terrain.  What do 
we have?  And how can we use what we have in order to better live out 
God’s vision for Knox?  Before long, MPS will report to the Board and 
Congregation on how we can become more efficient as an organization.  
Perhaps roles that were once performed by volunteers will become paid 
roles.  Maybe we have spaces that could generate more income.  It’s 
possible that funds could be redeployed to support new and current 
programs.  Certainly, our current governance structure could be refined to 
free up congregants to engage in mission and outreach work -- rather 
than meetings, meetings, meetings.   

God calls us to love one another and our neighbours, whether we look 
alike, sound alike, worship alike, or cheer for the Canucks or the Flames.  
Your prayers, skills, financial support, willingness to roll up your sleeves 
for work, and your openness to initiatives and change – all of this will 
boost our forward momentum.   

Thank you for all the ways you support Knox.   

- Susan McAlpine, Board Chair 

 

 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE 

How we give is a personal choice.  There are several ways to 
give.  Each of us chooses what is right for our household: 

• PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 

• Weekly Offering Envelopes 

• The Donate Button on the Knox Website 

PAR: Pre-Authorized Remittance 

Many Knox givers appreciate this secure and convenient way 
to give.  PAR provides the church with a regular cash flow and 
simple recording and receipting of our gifts.  Enrolling in the 
United Church of Canada PAR program means your giving to 
Knox and the Mission & Service Fund is debited directly from 
your bank account on the 20th of each month. 

You decide how much to give, what portion is for Knox and / 
or the UC Mission & Service Fund, when you want to increase 
your giving, and if you need to withdraw from the program.  

The United Church of Canada does the administration so you 
do not need to worry about staying on track, helps you follow 
through with your faith priority and commitment, and ensures 
a stable cash flow for ministry at Knox. 

Weekly Offering Envelopes 

Some Knox givers choose to make a weekly offering during 
worship each Sunday, using church pre-numbered offering 
envelopes issued by the church.  The envelope numbers help 
to keep the offering confidential while allowing for posting and 
issuing of receipts. 

 
The Donate Button on the Knox Website 

Online giving tends to smooth out the peaks and valleys that any 
church experiences during a fiscal year. Simply visit 
http://www.knoxunitedvancouver.org/pages/donate to make 

your donation, from home or when you are travelling. 

 

 

 

http://www.knoxunitedvancouver.org/pages/donate

