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Dan Hoffman 
 
As most of you know Nikki and I lived in South Korea before we took the position 
here at Fort George.  Living in a foreign country brings a lot of challenges with it, 
but it doesn’t stay foreign forever.  And we realized this after we had been there 
about two years and then came back to Canada for a visit.  During a 
conversation with a friend we were asked what our plans were for the future and 
Nikki and I responded matter of factly, “well, the first thing we are doing is going 
home to Korea.”  And then we both looked at each other in shock realizing that 
this was the first time either of us had thought of Korea as home.   
 
Of course since getting back to Prince George all that has changed and now 
Korea seems incredibly distant and home is very much a place just down the 
street.  But the point is the word “home” is significant and invokes powerful 
feelings. 
  
So, when you think of “home” what pops into your mind?  Is home a warm and 
inviting place where you feel safe?  Do you love to go home?  Or perhaps is 
home a place you haven’t been in a long time?  Regardless of what your feelings 
for home are, I have no doubt they are strong. 
… 
If you have been with us over the last several weeks you know that we are in the 
middle of a series through Hebrews chapter 11.  In this famous chapter we find a 
list of men and women from history who lived their lives in a way that pleased 
God.  Arguably this is a radical concept in itself.  Another way to say this would 
be that they “earned God’s favor.” 
 
Now generally us Protestants don’t appreciate language like that because it 
sounds too close to “works salvation” as though we need to do something first in 
order for God to accept us.  But on this point there is a very important distinction 
we need to make.  The “work” that these women and men did was the work of 
faith that came in response to something God did.  God reached out to each of 
the people listed here and then they believed in Him, and then they lived in a way 
consistent with this belief.   
 
And so whatever you hear today please hear this: I am not preaching works 
salvation, but I am preaching that a saved life is one that pleases God through 
the physical working out of faith.  God’s action always comes first, but then our 
response of faith is absolutely essential and in fact proves whether or not we 
have been saved. 
 
So if you have your Bibles please open them to Hebrews 11 starting in verse 13.  
And as you turn there would you pray with me? 
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[Pray] 
 
The first four verses in our text today give a bit of a reprieve in the list of names 
we have been covering.  Most recently we have looked at Abraham and Sarah, 
and mentioned Isaac and Jacob in verse 9, and now all of a sudden the author 
says “I want you to notice something about all these people.  Notice that they all 
share two specific traits.   
 
And then he unpacks these traits implying that in order for us to live lives that 
please God, in order to live lives of faith, we also must develop these traits.   
 
So let’s pick this up in verse 13. 
 
[Read Hebrews 11:13] 
 
Last week one of the things we teased out of the life of Abraham was that his 
faith was a faith that could wait for the blessing.  And that gets expanded on now. 
  
The author starts by saying “All these people were still living by faith when they 
died.”  Or “All these died in faith without receiving what they were waiting for.” 
… 
Now this might sound a bit bad at first, like God wasn’t holding up His side of the 
bargain, but that isn’t what is being said here.  God’s promises to the Old 
Testament saints usually came without time stamps as to when they would 
complete.  And so these men and women waited, longing for the fulfillment of 
Gods words but being content to wait even if it meant they died before they were 
fulfilled. 
  
Now that is really remarkable.  In psychology people often talk about the ability to 
delay gratification.  The thought is that those who are able to put off immediately 
receiving something good in order to receive something better down the road live 
much more successful lives. 
 

In fact in the 60’s and 70’s psychologists conducted what is now called the 
Stanford Marshmallow Experiment.  They brought young children into a 
room where there was a marshmallow or other small treat on a plate.  And 
then the researcher would pretend they had forgotten something and 
prepare to leave the room.  But before they left they told the child that they 
were allowed to eat the treat right away, but if they waited they could have 
two treats when the psychologist returned.  The researcher would then 
leave the room for about 15 minutes.   

 
What happened?  Well, some kids could wait and others couldn’t. 
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Now the crazy thing about this experiment was that they have continued to 
monitor those same kids (now adults) over the last 40 years.  And what 
they have found is that the kids who were able to wait for the bigger 
reward 40 years ago have ended up with better scores on their university 
SAT tests, higher levels of education, better paying jobs, and even 
superior health.1 

 
It’s pretty amazing that what many consider “success in life” can be predicted 
simply by testing a person’s ability to delay gratification. 
  
But what we get in the lives of the people in Hebrews takes this to the extreme.  
The author says these people died still living in faith without having received the 
reward – they got some of it, but not all of it.  They lived their whole lives 
believing in God’s faithfulness, enjoying the sweetness of that promise, 
welcoming these rewards from a distance, but never enjoying the fullness of 
them firsthand.  
 
Now in order to delay gratification that long there must have been an incredibly 
powerful motivator fueling these men and women.  What was it?  How could they 
live their entire lives alright with the expectation that they may never experience 
what God had promised personally? 
 
Verse 14 and following gives us the answer.   
 
[Read Hebrews 11:14-16] 
 
The motivation that fueled the lives of these saints was rooted in the powerful 
promise of “home.”  Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and Jacob viewed 
themselves as citizens of another home – this world was not their own.  And 
Hebrews says it was because they had their eyes set on the better homeland 
that they were willing to live the way they did and ultimately please God. 
… 
Now at the beginning I said what we get in this section are two traits that we must 
develop in ourselves if we are going to be God pleasers.  And the first trait then is 
an “other-worldly” perspective that is willing to give up the treasures this world 
offers to gain the treasures of their true homeland. 
  
Hebrews says people who have this perspective please God.  And actually we 
see this perspective in God pleasers throughout scripture.   
  
So for example, after his wife Sarah died, Abraham petitioned the Canaanites to 
sell him the first piece of ground he actually owned in the Promised Land.  And 
he said: 
 

                                            
1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_marshmallow_experiment#cite_note-Shoda1990-5  
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“I am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a 
burial site here so I can bury my dead.” (Genesis 23:4) 

 
Abraham recognized he wasn’t home.  And two generations later when Jacob 
was about to die he described himself to Pharaoh in a similar way, as a pilgrim 
rather than a resident.  He said: 

“The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have 
been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage 
of my fathers.” (Genesis 47:9) 

 
King David also thought of himself as not being at home here and said: 

“Hear my prayer, LORD… I dwell with you as a foreigner, 
    a stranger, as all my ancestors were. (Psalm 39:12) 

 
So this perspective was held by many throughout the Old Testament, but what is 
particularly powerful is that even after Jesus came the children of faith still 
viewed themselves as not having received the fulfillment of God’s promise since 
they still weren’t at home here.  That’s why Paul told the Philippian church: 

Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:20) 

 
So viewing ourselves as not being home yet is a New Testament perspective as 
well.  And people who have this perspective please God and ultimately are 
saved.   
… 
But what happens if you recognize you don’t have this perspective right now?  
What happens if when you look at your life you can see that really you are 
infatuated with this world and the treasures it offers? You’re not good at delayed 
gratification.  You enjoy the riches of Canada.  You like to be comfortable.  And 
you recognize that the rewards of heaven aren’t as appealing to you as you know 
they should be?...  Do you see that in yourself sometimes… perhaps often?  I do. 
 
If that describes you but you recognize you want God and His kingdom to be 
your focus there is good news here for you. 
 
The Scriptures give people like us hope that we too can become God pleasers.  
You see the list in Hebrews, like the rest of the Bible, is not there to beat us over 
the head and show us how we don’t measure up.  It isn’t just a description of 
those who are saved; it is a prescription for those who want to be saved.  It exists 
to inspire and empower us towards obedience, in this case obediently changing 
our desires and the focus of our eyes off of this world and onto the next.  And 
that’s good news.  People like us can be transformed into God pleasers if we will 
obey. 
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Friends, if you want to be saved, if you want to please God, then set your eyes 
on the home you have to wait for.  And if your eyes don’t go there naturally then 
plead with Jesus to help you “seek His Kingdom and His righteousness first”2 
because the motivation that powers people of faith is a desire for their true home.  
And this desire powers everything they do.   
 
And actually this desire is the second trait that people who please God possess.  
Not only do they have an “other-worldly” perspective recognizing that this is not 
their home, but they have a deep desire or a longing for that home.  And this is a 
really important part of faith.  Look again at verse 16. 
 
[Read Hebrews 11:16a] 
 
Some people think that coming to Christ means doing Christian things like 
praying and reading our Bibles and coming to church or whatever.  But here we 
see that the mark of a God pleasing person is that their actions are motivated by 
a desire to get what God has for them in the future.   
 
And this is what faith is.  Faith is the eyes to see what God promises even though 
it is presently out of reach, and then yearning and longing and desiring the 
fulfillment of that promise so much that you change the direction of your life to 
line up more and more with that promise. 
 
So let me ask you, are your eyes set on a reward worth waiting your entire life 
for?  And do you want this reward so much that you will give up anything, and 
sacrifice everything to get it?  If not, then I urge you make that reward your focus 
and pay an exorbitant price to achieve it because Hebrews describes and 
prescribes these two traits – an “other worldly” perspective of home and a 
burning desire for this reward – this is faith that pleases God. 
… 
Verse 16 concludes with the words “Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for He has prepared a city for them.” 
 
Now sometimes we encourage each other to stand firm in our testimony, not 
being ashamed of the Gospel3 but here the text says God is not ashamed to be 
called these people’s God. 
 
Can you wrap your mind around that?  On the negative side this means there are 
people that God is ashamed to be called their God.  He hangs His head when 
they name Him.  Can you imagine that?  But on the positive side there are some 
that He is proud to be connected to.  Can you imagine that?! 
 
And Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are some people He is proud to be named with.  
That’s why at the burning bush God told Moses: 

                                            
2
 Matthew 6:33 

3
 Romans 1:16 
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I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob. (Exodus 3:6) 

 
That’s amazing!  God was proud to be associate with these men… But hold on, 
all three of these guys did stupid and sinful stuff!  Abraham lied and said his wife 
Sarah was his sister.  And he did this twice!4  Isaac was so foolish that he 
allowed himself to be tricked by his sons and manipulated by his wife.  And 
Jacob got mixed up with prostitutes just to start with. 
 
How come God was not ashamed to be the God of people like these? 
 
The answer to this is quite encouraging.  God isn’t looking for perfect people.  He 
isn’t looking for sinless saints.  He is looking for normal people who will fix their 
eyes on His promises and change their lives accordingly.  He is looking for 
people – verse 16 says – who are longing for a better country. 
 
God isn’t looking for people who do huge acts of valor, or people who give large 
sums of money, but people who long for Him and what He has for them.  And this 
pleases Him because it honours and values Him.  To desire something is to see 
it as having worth, and this is what God wants from us.   
 
So examine your heart and see if this is true for you.  Do you want God and what 
He has for you more than anything else?  If you can answer in the affirmative 
that’s great!  But what if even here you recognize that just like your perspective is 
often “this-worldly” rather than “other-worldly” here perhaps you see that even 
your desire for God is often small.  You don’t want what He has for you as much 
as you wish you did.  What do you do then? 
… 
One of my favorite minor characters in the Bible is the man who brought his son 
to Jesus for healing and said “If You can do anything, have pity on us and help 
us.”  And Jesus responded “If you can?  All things are possible for those who 
believe.”  And then the Scriptures give us something that is absolutely precious 
to me. 

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome 
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24) 

 
Often when I find myself wanting God less than I recognize I should I remember 
these words and pray “Lord, I want to want you more.  I recognize that 
sometimes my flesh gets in the way and my eyes drift from a single focus on 
You, I get distracted, but Jesus help me, I want to want you more.”   
 
And perhaps you have found yourself in a similar place.  You’ve recognized your 
perspective has been too near sighted.  Your focus has been on what you can 
get out of this world rather than looking to the next.  And perhaps even your 
desire for the things of God has not been what you know it should be.  I implore 

                                            
4
 Genesis 12:10-20; Genesis 20:1-16 
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you ask God to make Himself your treasure and increase your desire for Him.  It 
seems to me that of any prayer this is one He will answer. 
… 
Alright, now turn your attention to verses 17-22 and the four examples of faith like 
we have just described.  First we go back to Abraham, and then we get Isaac 
and Jacob and Joseph.   
 
And in all these examples we see that it was their “other-worldly” perspective and 
their desire for what God had for them that motivated them to action.   
 
So let’s look first at Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and then end, like we did last week, 
with Abraham.   
 
Let’s pick it up in verse 20 
 
[Read Hebrews 11:20-22] 
 
First very briefly the story of the twins Jacob and Esau depict exactly what we 
have been talking about today.  Most of you know the story. 
 
Isaac was old and about to die and so was preparing to pass on his bless to his 
sons.  Esau, the older and therefore heir to everything Isaac had, was a hunter, 
while Jacob liked to stay home and cook and would have inherited little  But what 
happens is powerful because the most important treasure Isaac had was God’s 
promise to Abraham to build him into a great nation.  But to inherit this required 
the faith to believe this was valuable. 
  
So one day Esau came home after a hunt famished and was greeted by a 
sensational aroma.  And in that moment Jacob offered him the eternally 
significant deal of a lifetime, “your birth right for my bowl of stew – the future of 
what God has promised our family, for immediate gratification.” 
 
And Esau jumped at the offer.  His eyes were on his belly while Jacob’s eyes 
were focused on a reward so big he couldn’t possibly have imagined it.  His 
name would be connected to Abraham and Isaac’s as a God pleaser, and His 
line would bring Jesus into the world! 
  
And so when it came time for Isaac to bless his boys he blessed both of them 
with eyes to the future, but it was Jacob who inherited the promise of God. 
 
Second, when Jacob found himself on his deathbed he also blessed his 
grandchildren with an eye towards the future asking God: 

Let my name be named upon them, 
And the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” (Genesis 
48:15-16) 
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Jacob recognized that the greatest blessing he had to give was to include 
Joseph’s sons in his lineage with the God pleasers Abraham and Isaac.  And 
then bless them with a future that would extend long beyond their deaths.  And 
indeed both these boys, Ephraim and Manasseh, became large tribes in Israel. 
 
And third, Joseph likewise lived a life of faith and set his eyes on God’s promise 
by believing that his people would not always live in Egypt.  In spite of the fact 
that he was incredibly wealthy and had established a great place for his family, 
he knew this wasn’t home and so made Israel swear that they would carry his 
bones up out of Egypt and burry them in the Promised Land when they at last 
arrived.  All three of these men demonstrated their “other-worldly” perspective 
and their great desire for what God had for them. 
 
And finally we will conclude with Abraham.  Hebrews here points to one of the 
most bone chilling stories in the Bible.  Look at verse 17. 
 
[Read Hebrews 11:17-19] 
 
As we’ve seen real faith can be touched or tested and God did this with Abraham 
and Abraham responded by proving with his actions that his faith was real.  He 
put his son Isaac on the altar and was about to kill him.   
 
Now this is an astonishing story for all sorts of reasons.  It is astonishing because 
no dad could easily kill their son.  It is astonishing because in the 10 
Commandments God explicitly says “Do not murder.”  But it is most astonishing 
because Isaac was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham and so if 
Abraham killed him it would mean the end of God’s promise. 
  
And of course this was the test.  Would Abraham do the math and rely on his 
human understanding.  Or would Abraham set his sights on the future promise 
and choose to believe in the face of human impossibility?  And verse 19 tells us 
where this God pleaser came down – Abraham thought well, God will just have to 
bring Isaac back from the dead. 
 
Abraham was a man whose faith had such an “other-worldly” perspective and his 
eyes were so resolutely set on acquiring the promises of God that even death 
seemed a small thing for his God to overcome.  Friends, faith that pleases God 
requires vision beyond death! 
… 
I’d like to close by bringing this home to where some of us are at today.5 For 
some right now - and for others the time is coming - obedience feels like the end 
of a dream.  You feel that if you do what the word of God or the Spirit of God is 
calling you to do, it will make you miserable rather than happy. 

                                            
5
 Conclusion adapted from John Piper’s sermon “The Hope of Exiles on the Earth” Preached 

June 29
th
, 1997. 
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Perhaps you hear God telling you to stay married or stay single and pure, to stay 
in that job or leave that job, to get baptized, to speak up at work about Christ, to 
refuse to compromise your standards of honesty, to confront a person in sin, to 
venture a new vocation, to be a missionary.  And as you see it in your limited 
mind, the prospect of doing this is terrible - it's like the loss of Isaac.  You have 
considered every human angle, and you’re sure that if you obey and give up the 
rewards of this earth you will be miserable. 
  
If this is you I urge you to look to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – obedience, even 
in the hardest situations always led to joy.  Friends, this story is in the Bible for 
you!  God is asking you will you desire Me and My way and My promises more 
than anything?  Will you believe that if you will have faith and obey I will proudly 
call Myself your God, and use all My wisdom and power and love to turn your 
path of obedience into a path of life and joy?  That’s what God promises. 
 
And that is the crisis you face now: Will you make heaven your home and put 
what God wants for you before everything else? 
 
If we will, God’s promise is that He will include our name along with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob as women or men who please Him.  And He will reward us with 
the richest rewards.  Some we will gaze on now, but most will come after we die.  
The question is friends will we obey? 
 
 
 
 
 


