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403-346-3402 
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office@oldchurchrd.com 
website 
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 Incumbent Priest/Pastor: 

The Ven. Noel Wygiera 
 
Incumbent’s Warden: 
Eric Nyrose 
People’s Warden: 
Deb Mann 403-350-4798 
Pianists: 
Dorothy Comfort 
Judy Miller 
Organist: 
Jo Wygiera 

 
Service Schedule (suspended at 

this time) 
See note re: on-line worship 

opportunities 
Sunday 

08:00 Said Eucharist (BCP) 
10:00 Sung Eucharist (BAS) 

7:00 pm Compline (BCP) 
Most 5th Sundays10:00 am 

 Morning Prayer 
Thursday 

2:00 pm Said Eucharist (BAS) 
 
 

We are going through unsettling, and in recent 
memory, unprecedented times.  As our services in 
church have been cancelled, we must thank our 
priest, Noel, for enabling us to continue weekly 
Sunday gatherings via Zoom.  On March 15th, the first 
Sunday this was used, we had an attendance of at 
least 50 people.  This was with less than 24 hours’ 
notice. This is not the first time the world has faced 
pandemics and major outbreaks of disease.  The 
word ‘quarantine’ was first used in Italy in the 14th C 
indicating 40 days that people coming in to ports 
during the Black Death were kept from contact with 
others. Smallpox, introduced to North America in 
1507, came to what would become Canada in 1616 
and was devastating to the settlers and the 
Indigenous population. The Spanish ‘flu of 1918 
affected the whole world right after WW1 and was felt 
here in Red Deer.  I have put some information about 
this in the Around the Church section of this 
Newsletter. The polio epidemics of the 1940’s and 
1950’s are other examples.  Some of you will 
remember, as I do, the quarantining of children in 
1953 with school closures and children not being 
allowed to attend church services.  

 
Submit items for the March Newsletter by March 25th.        

mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
OLDCHURCHRD.COM 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel might be 
appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 
PLEASE NOTE SOME OF THIS MAY CHANGE DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES WITH 

COVID-19.  UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

April 4th:  09:00 Men’s Group Breakfast and meeting-CANCELLED 
 
April 4th:  Cow Patti Theatre performance - CANCELLED 
 
April 9th: 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service-St. Luke’s Anglican Church-

CANCELLED 
 
April 10th: 11:00 am Good Friday Service-Good Shepherd Lutheran Church-

CANCELLED 
 
April 11th:  8:30 pm Easter Vigil-St. Leonard’s Anglican Church-CANCELLED 
 
April 12th:  Easter Day Regular Services at St. Luke’s-CANCELLED 
 
April 16th:  Parish Tea following the 2:00 pm Eucharist – CANCELLED 
 
April 18th: 9:30 am Ladies’ Group --Grab your coffee and sit down for some 

prayer/social time via Zoom.  The link will be posted at a closer date. 
 
 

WATCH THE WEBSITE AND YOUR EMAILS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ON LINE 
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 
SEE THE WEBSITE (UNDER NEWS) FOR INFORMATION ABOUT GIVING TO THE RED 

DEER FOOD BANK 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
It has been announced that the Rev. Dr. Marc Jerry has been chosen as the next President of 
Luther College in Regina, effective July 1st.  We will miss Marc and his family, but certainly 
congratulate him and wish them all the best in this new chapter of their lives.  We hope to be 
able to have a special event of some sort to honour the Jerrys and their time with us.  
Further details will be forthcoming. 
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Reflection from our Priest: 

“My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Exodus 33:14  

What can I say? This has been the most remarkable Lent that I can remember. I can 
recall stories told to me by people with longer memories, who as children in England in 
the Second World War, were evacuated to the country during times when the cities 
were being bombed from the air. They had to leave the comfort of their own homes and 
take up residence with strangers in unfamiliar surroundings. I’m sure that such an 
experience would have seemed surreal in many ways. These children didn’t know when 
they would see their families or be back in their homes. Circumstances forced them to 
become aliens in their own world.  

As I write this, we are approaching the Fifth Sunday in Lent. Holy Week and Easter are 
just around the corner. We should be planning to engage the solemnities of Holy Week 
and to celebrate the great Paschal (Easter) feast together. However, our fasting as 
been greatly altered, and our feasting is on hold this year. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
turned our world upside down. We don’t know when we will be able to gather again. We 
have had to evacuate, in a manner of speaking. Rather than becoming aliens in our own 
world, our world has become alien to us, and we are being told to stay home, rather 
than leave.  

Our experience of Easter and the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, is framed 
against the experience of the Passover when the people of God were told to stay in 
their homes to be protected from the horrible plague that was unleashed on Egypt. That 
experience was the beginning of the end of Israel’s captivity in Egypt. The Exodus that 
followed transformed God’s people and prepared them for the Promised Land.  

There is a lot of uncertainty as to what awaits us after this pandemic passes over; a lot 
of questions about what life will look like on the other side. Through it all, one thing 
remains certain: God has promised to go with us and to go ahead of us to prepare the 
way. Perhaps we will be freed from our own captivities. Perhaps we will be transformed 
so that we can fully live in God’s promise.  

In Jesus, we recognize “God with Us” and in the events of the Paschal Mystery, the 
Great Feast of Easter, we live in that hope, and the hope of God who goes before us. 
We are people of the Resurrection and People of Hope. We are the People of God who 
live in the promise that he is with us and goes before us in all things... including 
pandemics.  

Noel+  
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AROUND THE PARISH: 
 
Advent Outreach:            
Once again over the Advent Season, Vandy Bowyer again organized an outreach 
project for the parish. This year we adopted a Spanish speaking family of four (mom, 
dad, a son who is 5, and a daughter who is 10). As in the past the members of this 
parish embraced this and a large number of items were given.  Thanks go to all who 
donated and to Vandy for organizing this.  
(Vandy Bowyer at outreach@oldchurchrd.com) 
 
Gift Sunday: 
This year Parish Council designated the first Sunday of Advent as Gift Sunday.  This 
was to allow those who could to make an extra donation to the parish above their usual 
giving.  Again, the generosity of this parish was shown.  As of this time $4575.00 have 
been donated.  This money will be used as part of the general revenue of the parish.  
We do ask that, if possible, those who donated on Gift Sunday might be able to 
increase their regular givings to take this amount in to account over the next year.  It is 
fully understood that many cannot predict expenses, so there will be another Gift 
Sunday next Advent to allow for extra giving if possible. 
 
Flower Calendar 2020: 
The new flower Calendar is now up. To contribute flowers for the Altar, choose one of 
the available Sundays and sign you name beside that date.  Barb from the church office 
will contact you during the week before your date for a dedication if you choose.  A 
suggested donation of $50 covers the cost of the flowers.  Please make this as a 
donation to St. Luke’s, marked “Flowers”.  Each Sunday that there are flowers donated, 
they are given out to members of the congregation.  Hopefully over the year, every 
family will receive flowers. 
 
Around the Church: 
On each end of the pew front that is in front of the choir pews, there is a small memorial 
plaque which says “In Memoriam Henry Sumner Stent”.  Henry Stent was a prominent 
member of the Red Deer community and of St. Luke’s parish.  He and his family came 
to Red Deer in 1892 and settled on a quarter section of land on the north side of the 
river, near the Convent.  This property was known as ‘Woodlands’.  It is unclear what he 
did in the first few years he was in Red Deer, but there is a note in the Red Deer News 
of August 7, 1906, that he was giving up his position with The Mother Lode Mine in 
Greenwood, BC and returning to his family and they were building a ‘fine residence’ on 
their property.  He then went in to the steam laundry business and by July of 1907 was 
the sole owner of the business.  His wife was a long-time president of the St. Luke’s  
AROUND THE PARISH: 

Heat the Church--updated: 
Just as it is important to continue giving your regular donations to the church, those who wish to 
contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website.  If you are doing this, select 
General Fund, but in the box marked Message for St. Luke’s put in Heat the Church Fund.  Even if we 
are not there, the church still needs to be heated! 
 
Financial Statement: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can see that we are a bit ahead on our budgeted expenses, but behind on our budgeted giving. 
We are not having services in the church so for those who do not have a preauthorized plan it may be 
difficult to get your offering to the church.  These are some suggestions: 
 

1.       Drop Off Days – on Tuesdays and Thursdays, if you are out and about, offering envelopes can be deposited 
in the Church mail slot to the right of the hall doors. The mailbox will be checked at the end of the day and 
offerings will be retrieved for safe keeping. Please do not put cash in the mailbox. 
 
2.       By Mail – cheques can be mailed to the Church. The address is 4929 – 54 St. Red Deer T4N 2G7. Please do 
not mail cash. 
 
3.       Helping Hands – we have several people willing to run errands for anyone who is housebound during this 
time. We can arrange for your offering to be picked up at your home. Please email Noel 
at vicar@oldchurchrd.com if you would like to arrange this. 
 
4.       Online Donation – you can donate through the Church website by clicking on “Donation” in the menu at the 
top of the main page. This takes you to our Canada Helps page. Canada Helps is a charitable organization that 
facilitates online donations for other charities. This option requires the use of a credit card. 
 
5.       Pre-Authorized Withdrawal – many of our regular donors use this option. You can set up a monthly 
withdrawal from your chequing account for whatever amount you choose. This method is not only convenient, 
from the Church’s perspective it is consistent and dependable. Should you be interested in this, the required 
form is on the last page of this Newsletter and may be mailed to the church:  St. Luke’s Church, 4929-54th Street, 
Red Deer, AB, T4N 2G7.  This arrangement can be cancelled or changed at any time. 

As always, we would like to thank you and commend you for your financial support of St. Luke’s. Thank you also for your 
willingness to be flexible as we find our way in these strange times.  

God bless you, 

Blaine Evans, Treasurer 
Debb Mann, People’s Warden 
Eric Nyrose, Incumbent’s Warden 
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Lenten Food Bank Drive: 
Our inability to meet in church has obviously not just had an impact on our Heat the 
Church and General Givings, it has also affected our outreach to the Food Bank.   
Vandy has made these suggestions: 
Donations can be made: 
1) At local grocery stores (Save-On Foods, Superstore, Sobeys and Co-op). 
2) Monetary donations -  can be made on-line through CanadaHelps.org. Search for 
Red Deer Food Bank Society. 
3) Monetary donations - cheques can be mailed to: Red Deer Food Bank Society at #12 
7429 49th Avenue Red Deer, AB T4P 1N2 
4) They are requesting that in-person donations be done by appointment only. 
Although the past wish list applies - their wish list as of today includes: jars of 
peanutbutter (500 g), canned meat and fish, pasta and cans of soup. 
If you make a donation, please let Vandy know at outreach@oldchurchrd.com so we 
can report this on our Missional Footprint.  You do not need to say what you donated, or 
how you did it, just that a donation was made. 
 
Around the Parish: 
 
Parish Council Profiles: 
Over the next few months we plan to give profiles of the members of Parish Council.  
This way if you have a concern or question you will know who to approach as well as 
knowing a bit about them.  We month we introduce our People’s Warden, Deb Mann. 
 

God has been present in my life since I was born into a military family, 
who lived and worked on military bases. Both parents were Christians 
and attended the Protestant church on each base. My sister and I 
were both born and baptized in Calgary. I was confirmed in a Montreal 
cathedral, my sister was confirmed in an Edmonton one. 
Fast forward to late 1970’s – I’m now a divorced, single parent to 2    
young boys, working full time to support us. I was invited to St Luke’s 
and decided to stay. Both my children were baptized here.  I became 
active with Sunday School and helped out elsewhere when I could. It 
became ‘home’.   

In 1981 I met Karl, also Anglican, who was   usually away working and after a lengthy time, we 
married in 1992 in St Luke’s. We are now grandparents to 7 and great grans to 2. 
I’ve lost track of the time frame when I “made a joyful noise” in St Luke’s regular choir and their 
alternate one called “Lighthouse”.  I was asked to join Altar Guild, did so and am now their 
treasurer.  I became a palliative carer so missed a lot of Sunday services but managed to 
continue my AG duties.  I volunteered on Vestry and did a few terms there. Look where that led 
– People’s Warden! And now I’m on the cleaning crew to boot.  
My “service” of walking the talk is shown outside of church by lengthy terms of serving on 3 
non-profit boards and most recently as a youth mentor at G.H. Dawe school.  
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I spent a 30 year career in bylaw enforcement, always keeping in mind “do unto others…”.   I 
believe in life long learning and enjoy helping people, especially with communicating efficiently 
and effectively. 
My favourite hobbies are watching grandchildren’s sports, conversations with family and 
friends, and reading. 
 
May God’s blessing and peace be with you.   Deb Mann 
 
We are sorry to hear of the death of Miriam Pratt, a music teacher to many in the 
community and the organist at St. Luke’s in the early 1970’s.  (The dates regarding her 
time at St. Luke’s given in her on line obituary are incorrect) 
 
Around the Church: 
Another pandemic affecting the world was the Spanish ‘flu epidemic that started in 
1918.  It is somewhat misnamed, as it probably originated on an army base in Kansas 
and spread from there to troops in Europe who then brought it back to Canada.  It 
arrived in Alberta on October 3rd, 1918 when a troop train with ill soldiers arrived in 
Calgary.  Soon masks were being worn everywhere. The first case arrived by train in 
Red Deer on October 23rd.  The first death occurred in Red Deer on October 28th.  As is 
happening now, schools were closed, public meetings and church services were 
cancelled.  As stated previously in the Newsletter, we have been fortunate to have been 
able to continue services via Zoom.  In looking for any information regarding St. Luke’s 
and the ‘flu, the only note I could find was this interesting item from the Red Deer News 
of November 13, 1918. (Source: Peel’s Prairie Provinces) 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I find this is interesting as this would be at a time when Communion would be something 
celebrated much less often than it is now. 
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By December, the incidence of cases was decreasing.  The schools opened again after 
Christmas but soon closed again because of a further outbreak.  It is reported that the 
worst of the ‘flu was over by spring of 1919.  (Source: Article by Michael Dawe 
November 2018) 
There was another wave in 1919 and the spring of 1920.  This was a ‘flu that was 
particularly deadly in persons between 20 and 40.  In Alberta 38,000 people became ill 
and 4,000 died.  In Canada, 55,000 people died.  This compared with 60,000 
Canadians who died in WW1.  This devastated the economy because they were all of a 
similar age.  Worldwide, more people died of Spanish influenza than were killed on all 
sides in WW1. (Source: Parks Canada, pc.gc.ca) 
 
This is not to downplay our present situation at all, but it does show that we are a 
resilient people who have overcome many hardships and adversities in the past.  It is 
important that we keep our faith and pray for the strength to manage whatever we must 
face.  This parish has come forward with care for others in the past and is certainly 
doing so now.  The ‘Helping Hands’ ministry that has been developed to help those who 
cannot get out is one example of a new programme that may continue in the future. 
That we are a caring community is attested to by our Outreach Programmes, the Food 
Bank drive mentioned above being just one example of what is being done. 

Prayer during a Pandemic 

This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most venerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country,                                                                                                
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
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Pre-Authorized Donations 
Authorization for Bank Withdrawal 

 
 
Please check one: 

□ I hereby authorize The Synod of the Diocese of Calgary, Anglican Church of Canada (the “Diocese”) to start withdrawing 
the amount indicated below from my bank account and transfer it to my congregation (which is registered with the Diocese 
to use this service) on or about the 16th day of each month beginning with the month shown below until I cancel or change 
my instructions in writing. 

□ I hereby authorize The Synod of the Diocese of Calgary, Anglican Church of Canada (the “Diocese”) to change the 
monthly withdrawal from my bank account in accordance with the information provided below. 

□ I hereby cancel my authorization for The Synod of the Diocese of Calgary, Anglican Church of Canada to withdraw a 
monthly amount from my bank account on behalf of my congregation. 

Please return the completed form (signed and dated) and any subsequent instructions to the parish 
official that is administering this program (usually the Envelope Secretary or Parish Treasurer). 

Donor Information: 

 _________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 Name E-mail Address  

 _________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 Address Telephone Number 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 City Province Postal Code 

Bank Information: 

 _________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 Name Address 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 City Province Postal Code 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 Account No. Branch No. Institution No. 
 

For verification, please attach a blank cheque, marked “VOID”, to the completed Authorization. Thank you. 

Withdrawal Information: 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 Monthly Amount Starting Month Starting Year 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ 
 Parish Location  

_______________________________________________________________________ _____________________ 
Authorized Signature(s) of Account Holder  Date 
 

NOTE: 30 days’ notice required for changes to the Pre-Authorized Donation service. 

 

For Parish Use:     
Donor Code:     

     
     

Revised: 08/05 


