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Incumbent Priest/Pastor: 
The Ven. Noel Wygiera 
 
Incumbent’s Warden: 
Eric Nyrose 
 
People’s Warden: 
Deb Mann 403-350-4798 
 
Pianists: 
Dorothy Comfort 
Judy Miller 
Organist: 
Jo Wygiera 

 
Service Schedule 

Sunday 
08:00 Said Eucharist (BCP) 
10:00 Sung Eucharist (BAS) 

7:00 pm Compline (BCP) 
5th Sunday.10:00 am 

 Morning Prayer 
Thursday 

2:00 pm Said Eucharist (BAS) 
 
 

What comes to mind when you think of February?  Perhaps 
that the days are a bit longer and probably about Valentine’s 
Day.  This has an interesting history.  There were two men 
named Valentine originally commemorated on February 14th 
but they were probable the same person.  St. Valentine was a 
3rd century bishop who ministered to persecuted Christians.  
He was executed February 14th, 279.  I could not find 
anywhere why there was a connection between his life and 
romantic love.  The BCP of 1662 had February 14th as St. 
Valentine’s Day (Bishop and Martyr) as did the first Canadian 
BCP in 1918. The BCP of 1959 still had it in the church 
calendar but in brackets with the notation that the “historical 
character is obscure”.  If you look in the BAS or on your 
church calendar you will see no reference to St. Valentine but 
rather to Cyril & Methodius, missionaries.  They were 
brothers known for the conversion of the Slavic people of 
Eastern Europe in the 9th century.  They translated the bible 
and the liturgy into the Slavonic language.  Methodius was 
consecrated Archbishop of Sirmium in 869, the same year that 
Cyril died on February 14th (born 826).  Methodius lived until 
885 (born 815).  So why February 14th has taken on its present 
meaning is unclear, although some people think it is because 
there was a Roman holiday’ Lupercalia’, a fertility festival 
around February 13th-15th honouring Pan.  Make of it what 
you will, but there was a St. Valentine. 

Submit items for the March Newsletter by February 25th.  
mthain@telusplanet.net 

 



 

 
 

2 

 
 
  

WEBSITE 
OLDCHURCHRD.COM 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel might be 
appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
February 2nd:  Parish Annual Meeting to be held after the 10:00 Eucharist 
 
February 1st:  09:00 Men’s Group Breakfast and meeting  
 
February 15th: Ladies’ Group Breakfast 
 
February 19th: 7:00-8:30 pm-Bible study at the home of Pam and Eric Nyrose.  It will run 

for 8 weeks.  The study will involve working through a small book called 
Who is Jesus? which points to several scriptures in the Gospels.  If you 
think you can commit to all or most of these weeks please speak to Pam 
or Eric or call Eric at 403-848-3358 

 
February 20th: Parish Tea following the 2:00 pm Eucharist – all are welcome 
   NOTE CHANGE IN DATE 
 
February 22nd: 2:00-4:00 pm Roaring 20’s Fundraiser Tea.  Everyone welcome!  Wear 

your roaring 20’2 outfit and bring a friend or two!  Donation at the door.  
 
February 26th:  7:00 pm. Ash Wednesday Service at St. Leonard’s on the Hill 
 
February 29th: 10:30 am. Coffee Social for Secret Prayer Sisters.  At the last ‘Reveal’ 

several ladies asked for a social time when they would have an 
opportunity to get to know each other better. 

 
April 4th, 2020: Brunch Theatre with Cow Patti Theatre Company in Lacombe.  
Lunenburg – “American widow Iris Oulette and her good friend Natalie travel up to the 
coastal village of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, to a house she’s inherited from her recently 
deceased husband.  The only problem is that she didn’t know anything about her Canadian 
abode!  As next-door-neighbour, handy man Charlie brings the gals up to speed, be prepared 
to laugh and gasp at the twists and turns in this newest Maritime comedy by Norm Foster.  A 
fall down funny, romantic adventure that will envelope you with warmth.”  Tickets, $68.00 
including GST, are available from Bob Dixon, Christine Hermes or from the office. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

It has been announced that the Rev. Dr. Marc Jerry has been chosen as the next President 
of Luther College in Regina, effective July 1st.  We will miss Marc and his family, but certainly 

congratulate him and wish them all the best in this new chapter of their lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

3 

 
 
AROUND THE PARISH: 
 
Advent Outreach:            
Once again over the Advent Season, Vandy Bowyer again organized an outreach 
project for the parish. This year we adopted a Spanish speaking family of four (mom, 
dad, a son who is 5, and a daughter who is 10). As in the past the members of this 
parish embraced this and a large number of items were given.  Thanks go to all who 
donated and to Vandy for organizing this.  
(Vandy Bowyer at outreach@oldchurchrd.com) 
 
Gift Sunday: 
This year Parish Council designated the first Sunday of Advent as Gift Sunday.  This 
was to allow those who could to make an extra donation to the parish above their usual 
giving.  Again, the generosity of this parish was shown.  As of this time $4575.00 have 
been donated.  This money will be used as part of the general revenue of the parish.  
We do ask that, if possible, those who donated on Gift Sunday might be able to 
increase their regular givings to take this amount in to account over the next year.  It is 
fully understood that many cannot predict expenses, so there will be another Gift 
Sunday next Advent to allow for extra giving if possible. 
 
Flower Calendar 2020: 
The new flower Calendar is now up. To contribute flowers for the Altar, choose one of 
the available Sundays and sign you name beside that date.  Barb from the church office 
will contact you during the week before your date for a dedication if you choose.  A 
suggested donation of $50 covers the cost of the flowers.  Please make this as a 
donation to St. Luke’s, marked “Flowers”.  Each Sunday that there are flowers donated, 
they are given out to members of the congregation.  Hopefully over the year, every 
family will receive flowers. 
 
Around the Church: 
On each end of the pew front that is in front of the choir pews, there is a small memorial 
plaque which says “In Memoriam Henry Sumner Stent”.  Henry Stent was a prominent 
member of the Red Deer community and of St. Luke’s parish.  He and his family came 
to Red Deer in 1892 and settled on a quarter section of land on the north side of the 
river, near the Convent.  This property was known as ‘Woodlands’.  It is unclear what he 
did in the first few years he was in Red Deer, but there is a note in the Red Deer News 
of August 7, 1906, that he was giving up his position with The Mother Lode Mine in 
Greenwood, BC and returning to his family and they were building a ‘fine residence’ on 
their property.  He then went in to the steam laundry business and by July of 1907 was 
the sole owner of the business.  His wife was a long-time president of the St. Luke’s 
Ladies’ Guild and there are reports of garden parties at “woodlands”, ‘the beautiful 
grounds of Mr. Stent across the river’.Around the Parish: 

 

 
Taizé Trip: 
The trip referred to above is sponsored by the Diocese of Calgary and the leader will be the Rev. 
Clara King.  There is a note under ‘News’ on our website with a video clip which can also be accessed 
at this site. ( https://youtu.be/3nNZOL84K6E) 
This is a trip open to all young people, not just Anglicans, so if you know of anyone who might be 
interested by all means pass this information on. 
 
Heat the Church--updated: 
In 2019, 101 days were covered through this programme While this may not seem a lot in the context 
of 365 days, but every little bit helps.  A new chart as been put up at the back of the church. The cost 
for utilities for the church and hall still averages $25.00 a day over the whole year.  The chart and 
envelopes at the back of the church will allow you to make an extra contribution above your regular 
giving to make a payment specifically toward those costs.  If paying by cash please put your name 
and address on the envelope.  If you are paying by a cheque, that has your name and address on it, 
put it in the envelope and leave the envelope blank and unsealed so it can be reused.  Cheques 
should be made out to St. Luke’s church with the notation ‘Heat the Church’.  Place the envelopes in 
the plate in front of the notice and then put a check mark in the appropriate number of boxes, each 
representing one day of the year.  
 
Financial Statement: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will note we ended the year in the ‘black’.  This was a combination of expenses that were under 
budget.  Although our ‘giving’ was under budget, we came quite close due to an increase in donations 
in December.  This included our Gift Sunday.  We thank all who have contributed this year and ask 
that you prayerfully consider what you may be able to give in 2020. 
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Choir:  Yes—We are still looking for members!! 
You may have noticed that there have been some Sundays recently with no choir.  This 
has been because we have not been able to ‘field’ enough members.  There have also 
been comments from the congregation that they miss the choir on those occasions.    It 
would be really appreciated if we had some new members.  It is understood that 
people may not be able to attend every Sunday, so that does not need to be a concern.  
It is a great help to our accompanists when there is a choir supporting them.  An ability 
to read music is not required.  There are occasional anthems but these are usually two 
parts and the parts can be easily taught.  Come and help the choir make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord.  The choir practices at 09:00 on Sunday morning. 
 
Servers: 
Anyone wishing to be a Server this coming year please contact Michael Thain at 
servers@oldchurchrd.com or the office at office@oldchurchrd.com.  
 
 
 
Around the Parish: 
 
Forward Day by Day: 
The new three-month cycle of the Forward Day by Day devotionals are now available at 
the back of the church.  Please avail yourself of these excellent daily devotionals.  A 
donation of $2.00 is suggested. 
 
Flower Calendar 2020: 
The 2020 Flower Calendar is now up at the back of the church. To contribute flowers for 
the Altar, choose one of the available Sundays and sign you name beside that 
date.  Barb from the church office will contact you during the week before your date for 
a dedication, if you choose.  A suggested donation of $50 covers the cost of the 
flowers.  Please make this as a donation to St. Luke’s, marked “Flowers”.  After the 
service the flowers are distributed to members of the parish.  Over the course of the 
year, everyone on the Parish List will hopefully receive flowers. 
 
Around the Church: 
On January 15th, I attended the monthly meeting of the Central Alberta Historical 
Society.  There was a presentation by one of the Red Deer Museum archivists.  She 
introduced us to a new web site on to which they are gradually downloading material so 
it will be available without a trip to the Museum.  I though it would be interesting to look 
at a few of the downloaded images that relate to things that have been talked about in 
previous newsletters. 
 
Over the next few months I will continue to look for references to people from this 
parish.  The website is well worth looking at:  https://reddeer.access.preservica.com/ 
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This is a house that the Hinchliffe family lived in at one point.  The archives give no 
indication of the address.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the last newsletter we wrote of the Stent family.  
 This is the son Herbert, who moved to the States.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

        
Edward Meeres is one of the young men commemorated on one of our memorial 
plaques. Here he is in the High School graduating class of 1914.  He is the young man 
on the left of the two young men in the back row. He enlisted in October, 2015.  At that time 
he was a school teacher in Coutts, AB. He was killed in action in July, 1917.   
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We know that stone was quarried along the  
Red Deer River for St. Luke’s church but they  
have a picture of stone being taken from the  
mouth of the Blindman River for the Anglican  
Church in Blackfalds.   
Bishop Pinkham is second from the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. George Finn was at St. Luke’s from 1916 to the time he enlisted in 1918.  He 
had previously been in Hardisty and this is a picture of him with his congregation there. 
He returned to Red Deer after the war, but chronic laryngitis meant he could not return to  
his ministry but he worked as a Custom’s Officer and remained active in the parish until 
his death in 1963.  He had a cottage on Sylvan Lake.  
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