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#
RE-READ 
 

[5:18] All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; [19] that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. [20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. [21] For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. [6:1] Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain. [2] For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 
 

RECAP 
 
At the cross, God was, in Christ, “reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them.” That is the heartbeat of our text for this week. God was reconciling the world to himself even though 
it was the world that had turned its back on him from the very beginning. The world—you and I included—
didn’t want God to be God in our lives; we wanted that position so we picked a fight with him, packed our 
things, said something awful, and left. But God, in his love, knowing what was best, wouldn’t let that be the 
final word and so he instituted what our text calls the ministry of reconciliation.  
 
As John MacArthur says, “In this, the most theological section of this epistle, Paul gives a comprehensive 
statement of how God has made … reconciliation possible. … [It] is by the will of God, by the act of 
forgiveness … by the obedience of faith … [and] by [the] means of substitution.” 
  
RESPOND 
 
1. What caught your attention from Sunday’s sermon? What are you still thinking about/mulling over? 

What questions did Sunday’s sermon raise that remain unanswered in your mind? 
 
2. What is reconciliation? How is the Bible a story of reconciliation? 
 
3. How can unholy sinners be reconciled to a holy God? 
 
4. God uses people whom he has reconciled to become reconcilers. Do you see yourself as a 

reconciler? Why or why not? Are there any relationships that you need to reconcile this week? If 
so, how can we pray for that relationship to be reconciled? 

 
5. One of the most difficult things in all the world is to try to bring two people together who are at odds 

with one another and are unwilling to work it out. Have you ever experienced this scenario? What 
were the circumstances and outcomes? How did the gospel apply in that situation?  

 
6. Does the gospel as God’s power to save and the new creation as God’s power to see give you 

confidence to share the message of reconciliation? If so, who could you share this message with 
this week? If not, what is holding you back?  

 
 


