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We are in the middle of a federal election. 
 
With each election comes all sort of critiques and criticisms 
 About what isn’t working in our nation. 
 
Just pick any topic: immigration, healthcare,  

the economy or the environment, 
Concerns for individual liberties or concerns for the unborn. 

 
Spend any time listening to the news coverage 
 And you’ll start thinking that our nation has hit the skids, 
  That Canada is falling apart. 
 
Of course, these fears and concerns could use a little perspective. 
 
A recent survey coming out of the University of Pennsylvania 
 Ranks “Canada ranks No. 1 overall for providing a good quality of life 
  [for the fourth consecutive year]. 
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Survey respondents view [us] as No. 1 for both being politically stable  
and having a well-developed public education system,  

and No. 2 for having a good job market… 
 
[Canada] is [also] seen as possessing the fifth  

best well-developed public health care system.  
In fact, Canada is rated in the top 10  

in all but one of the nine attributes, affordability,  
where Asian countries dominate.”i  

 
I’m not sharing this to endorse any political party. 
 It’s just a reminder of how good we’ve got it. 
 
As far as the rest of the world goes, 
 In spite of ongoing troubles, 
  Canada is an incredible place to live. 
 
So what makes Canada so great? 
 What is the source of this greatness? 
 
There are many stories that are told about Canada, 
 That speak of the origins, the cause of this greatness. 
 
There are the stories we share about our forbearers: 
 How our hard-working ancestors  

chopped wood, broke soil, fished the seas 
   to provided for their families and communities. 
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There are the stories we tell about ourselves: 
 How we put ourselves through school  

while working on the farm. 
   How we kept people employed  

even when the business wasn’t making a profit. 
     How we juggled keeping house, raising kids,  

and balancing the books. 
 
There are many stories you will hear 
 About what makes Canada such a great nation. 
 
And among those stories you might hear whispers of God’s goodness. 
 How our nation has been endowed with so many natural blessings: 
  That it is a land of milk and honey. 
 
In today’s Old Testament lesson we find a liturgy, a confession, 
 That was to be made by the people of Israel  

when they were celebrating the harvest, 
 when they stood before their priest to make an offering. 

  
Let me reread this confession 
 From Peterson’s translation, The Message: 
 
A wandering Aramean was my father, 
he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, 
he and just a handful of his brothers at first, but soon 
they became a great nation, mighty and many. 
 
[But] The Egyptians abused and battered us, 
in a cruel and savage slavery. 



4 | P a g e  

 
 

We cried out to God, the God-of-Our-Fathers: 
He listened to our voice, he saw 
our destitution, our trouble, our cruel plight. 
 
And God took us out of Egypt 
with his strong hand and long arm, terrible and great, 
with signs and miracle-wonders. 
 
And he brought us to this place, 
gave us this land flowing with milk and honey. 
So here I am. I’ve brought the firstfruits 
of what I’ve grown on this ground you gave me, O God.ii 
 
I find this story interesting. 
 
On their Thanksgiving the people of Israel 
 Do more than simply offer thanks for the earth’s bounty. 
  They retell the story of God’s favour to their ancestors. 
   They thank God for rescuing them from Egypt 
    And then providing them with land,  

territory on which to live. 
 
All of this goodness God had shown to their forefathers, 
 They claim as their own. 
 
The story they told at their Thanksgiving  

could have been about their hardworking parents. 
 
The story could have been about all the good  

they accomplished by their own effort. 
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But their own work recedes in light of God’s abundant provision: 
 God’s work in the past, 
  God’s care that extends to the present. 
 
So what is the story that we will be telling this Thanksgiving? 
 What is the confession that we will be making? 
 
Will we be boasting in our own achievement? 
 We burned that mortgage by our tears, sweat, and toil… 
 
Will we be bragging about the achievements of our ancestors? 
 When my dad arrived in North America  

all he had was nickel in his pocket… 
 
Will we be giving thanks for God’s common grace. 
 But we have meat and we can eat;  

Sae let the Lord be thankit! 
 
Or will we recall and remember  
 The story of our Exodus: Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection? 
  God’s gift of salvation and redemption. 
 
On Thanksgiving this passage invites us to consider  

that God has blessed us  
  Far beyond the roof over our head 
   And the food on our table. 
 
God has provided not just the necessities for life 
 but all that we need to live life to the full 
  and have confidence for what follows death. 
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PAUSE… 
 
On Thanksgiving, today’s passage invites us to confess 
 The many blessings we have received from our God. 
 
But it also invites a response. 
 
Many people are enjoying a restful weekend. 
 Some have the privilege of sharing a great feast 
  With family and friends. 
 
And with an extra day, more than a few will take the opportunity 
 To stock up for the week and month that follows. 
  We might have plans to do little shopping trip for ourselves. 
 
If today was Thanksgiving in the United States 
 Tomorrow would be the biggest consumer extravaganza of the year. 
 
Now none of this is wrong. 
 And yet the response commended on Thanksgiving  

is bringing a gift to God. 
 
We are invited to share the first-fruits of all that God has blessed us. 
 That is, we are to designate for God’s kingdom 
  The first portion of the return from our labor. 
 
We are to give off the top, and not the leftovers. 
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I wonder what special gift we might offer this Thanksgiving… 
 
A donation to the Food Bank? 
 Some kindness shown to a neighbor. 
  Time spent with a lonely or grieving friend. 
 
Spending a few moments this weekend, 
 considering about how we might demonstrate a little gratitude, 
  Would seem somehow more important than 
   Scoring a great deal on another consumer item… 
 
So let’s make a confession of gratitude. 
 And let’s offer a response too. 
 
A confession without a gift 
 And a gift without a confession are both somehow inadequate. 
  But when they are made together our gratitude is complete. 
 
And as we were reminded in the children’s story, 
 Gratitude gives way to joy. 
 
May we learn for ourselves that this is true. 
 Amen and amen. 
  

 
i “Quality of Life” https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/quality-of-life-rankings 
ii Deuteronomy 26:5-10 MSG 


