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THE

EPWORTH TOWER

Saturday, May 11
10am-2pm*

Our parking lot 
will be filled with: 

 Trucks,  

Motorcycles,
Emergency 
Vehicles & 

Transportation 
Vehicles!

Kids of all ages can 
climb aboard, honk the horns, 
and pretend to drive anything that rolls. We’ll have FREE ice cream & 
popcorn, concessions, and LOTS of family fun! 

*Sensory Friendly Event Times:  11-11:30am & 12:30-1pm

MAY  2019

4855 W. Central Ave Toledo, Ohio 43615  | 419.531.4236   |   epworth.com
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Summer Tower Deadline:
FRIDAY, MAY 31

E-mail articles & pictures to
communications@epworth.com

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER  

Sign up for the weekly e-newsletters!   
Go to: epworth.com/email

OBITUARY NOTIFICATIONS

Sign up to receive obituary notifications!   
Go to: epworth.com/email

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 BLENDED 

A mix of traditional and contemporary styles, with Holy Com-
munion served every week.  Also available during this hour:  

Nursery, Toddler, and Preschool Childcare.

9:45 TRADITIONAL
Steeped in the warm-hearted Methodist tradition featuring 

choral and organ music. Also available during this hour:  
Nursery Childcare and Sunday School Classes for Toddlers, 

Preschoolers, K-6, Jr. and Sr. High, and Adults.

11:00 CONTEMPORARY 
Fast-paced and using visuals to illustrate the Bible-based 

sermons, this service features our praise band.  Also avail-
able during this hour: Nursery Childcare, and Sunday School 

Classes for Toddlers, Preschoolers, W.O.W. for K-3 (not during 
summer), and Adult Sunday School.

SERMONS ONLINE 
Out of town or ill and not able to make it to worship on Sun-

day?  View each week’s sermon: epworth.com/series

May 2019
3    INFO & ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Thanks!
 +   Welcome, Ashly
 +   Guest Preacher

4-5    GROW
 +   Golf League
 +   Youth/Graduation Sunday
 +   Adult Singles
 +   Emmaus & Chrysalis
 +   New Singles Group
 +   Friends in Faith
 +   Night at Mud Hens
 +   Body Recall+
 +   Sunday Bible Studies
 +   Community Outreach
 +   Scouting Corner

6-8   GROW: FAMILIES
 +   Vacation Bible Camp 2019
 +   Touch-a-Truck
 +   We Love Our Preschool
 +   Epworth Kids in May
 +   Kid-to-Kid Missions
 +   Camp Widewater
 +   SWAT May Schedule
 +   Adult SWAT Leaders Needed
 +   Apply For A Student Loan

8-10    SERVE 
 +   Kroger Plus Cards
 +   Good Samaritan Fund
 +   Flower Fund
 +   Serve As An Usher
 +   Furniture Loaders Needed
 +   Arts & Crafts Bazaar
 +   Freedom School
 +   BoxTops
 +   Feed Your Neighbor
 +   Hawkins School Partnership
 +   Donate on Amazon
 +   Serve on Funeral Luncheon Team

11   CARE
 +   Physical Fitness & Sports Month
 +   Stephen Ministry
 +   Grief Support Group
 +   Healing & Wholeness Service

Our Mission & Vision 
MISSION

To embrace people exactly where they are and empower all 
to know, love, and serve God through Jesus Christ.

VISION
CARE for all of our members and friends with special em-

phasis upon senior adults.
PARTNER within in our community to increase the number 
of positive on-property experiences for families with kids.
GROW and actively invite and welcome all people into our 

community to grow in faith together.
INVEST in the next neighborhood over in order to lower the 

poverty rate of Lucas County. 
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Our Pastors:
REV. DR. DOUG DAMRON

Senior Pastor  |  doug@epworth.com

REV. BETH IRWIN
Associate Pastor  |  beth@epworth.com 

REV. DAVE PETTENGILL
 Pastor of Student and Family Ministries

dave@epworth.com

REV. JENNIFER BAILEY
Pastor of Welcome

jennifer@epworth.com

If you’d like a thank you printed in the next Tower, send your note in an e-mail to communications@epworth.com.

thanks!
I am at a loss to find words to 
express how grateful and in 
“awe” each and every day for 
ALL of you that God’s plan to 
work in my life through these 

past 2 years. You were angels sent by God to bring me out of a dark 
period in my life. All steadfast, love, forgiveness, support, (kick in 
the butt at times), courage, encouragement, and opening my eyes 
to miracles I’ve never dreamed or felt before. He has and continues 
to bless me each day with the treasured gift of you all working in 
my life. I will be forever grateful for you leading me closer to Christ 
and walking with the strength that you’ve changed my life into 
peace and grace by remembering God is always present if I listen. 
Martha DeCavitch 

To my Epworth Family.  I am writing to thank you for your prayers 
and love during my knee replacement and recovery. It is five 
weeks and I am ahead of schedule on my returned abilities.  I am 
sure it’s your support that has helped me get there. All your cards, 
flowers , phone  calls and trips to rehab  shall always remembered.  
As a person who has no family in town I want to especially thank 
Carol Bardi who has managed for years our meal program.  Thanks 
Jo, Susan, Carol, Kris Tamara, June, Barb, Donna, Marilyn and Pat. 
The meals were delicious.  
Blessings Pat Holmberg

Thanks Epworth for generously supporting the Good Works com-
munity of neighbors with 295 packets of vegetable seeds.  It won’t 
be long before gardens throughout the Athens area will be sprout-
ing nourishing food for hungry families. Many thanks for making a 
difference.
-Missions Committee

SWAT Mission, We’d like to express our sincere thanks to Chuck 
Campos and Eric Swindel for their much appreciated assistance in 
our recent move. It saved us hours of time and lots of sore mus-
cles. A good example of God’s work among us. 
Ron & Evelyn Lehman

GUEST PREACHER JUNE 2
Good Works Inc: A Community of Hope
Ten years ago, Bob Knowles encouraged Epworth 
to form an adult team to assist Good Works in their 
Christian mission “…to create and sustain a commu-
nity of hope with and for people who are struggling 
with poverty, exclusion and homelessness in rural 
Appalachian Ohio.”  That first Epworth team quickly 
learned the joy of meeting and working alongside 
neighbors in many different contexts of hospitality 
and heart-felt service.  

Thirty-nine years ago, Keith Wasserman and his wife 
Darlene founded the Good Works organization “…
to connect people from all walks of life with people 
in poverty so that the kingdom of God can be experi-
enced.”  What began in the basement of their home 
has blossomed and been sustained by the faithful-
ness of God and the generosity of countless Christian 
people.  On Sunday, June 2, we are pleased that Keith 
will visit Epworth and deliver the sermon at all three 
services.  You won’t want to miss his inspiring stories, 
humor, and underlying message of love and communi-
ty building.  

This fall, October 8-12, an enthusiastic Epworth team 
will journey to Athens, Ohio to participate in our 10th 
season with the Good Works community. We’ll form 
new friendships, greet old friends, listen, laugh, and 
experience God’s love in new ways.  Please pray for 
the team.  While you’re at it---sign-up when registra-
tion opens in July. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE WELCOME  OUR NEW 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY, ASHLY!

We are very pleased 
to announce our new 
Financial Secretary, Ashly 
Gramling. Ashly has been 
in the office training with 
Jane since April 1. She 
comes to us from Butler 
Capital Advisors in Per-
rysburg where she was an 
account manager. Ashly 
has been married to her 
husband, Zach for 6 years 
and together they have a 
4 year old son, Thane and 

a German shepherd, Scout. Please join us in welcom-
ing Ashly to the team!
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GROW

Single, divorced and widowed adults in the Toledo 
community are invited to join. RSVP to Nancy Hauer at 
[personal info has been removed]. The next opportunities to 
join us are:

May 4: 2019 Festival Of 10-Minute Plays - 7:30pm at 
Church 3TwentyOne, (5845 Centennial Road, Sylvania).  
Nine 10-minute plays chosen from 160 scripts will be 
performed, followed by refreshments.  

May 6: Dinner & Ice Cream  - 5pm - Dinner at Barry 
Bagel’s, Holland-Sylvania Road and Sylvania Avenue 
followed by Handel’s $1 Ice Cream Special.   

May 23: Walk At Toledo Botanical Gardens (5403 
Elmer Drive, Toledo). View  gardens, sculptures 
and ponds.  Pie & Coffee at 3:30pm, Schmucker’s  
Restaurant, (2103 N. Reynolds Road).

[adult  Singles ]

FRIENDS IN FAITH
BUNCO
Once a month, Friends in Faith hosts a women’s Bunco night 
at one of our homes.  All women are welcome, even if you 
have never played before.  Bunco is a simple game, but it is 
more about the Christian fellowship. Bring a side dish, 
appetizer or dessert to share.  We start at 6:30pm with 
dinner before we play.

May 14: at Sue Ball’s [personal info has been removed].
June 10: at Lin Bingham’s, [personal info has been 
removed].

BOOK CLUB
Everyone is welcome to join us for the Book Club. We meet 
the 4th Tuesday of every month at 7pm and serve up lively 
discussion and dessert with every meeting! We meet at June 
Galvin’s house, [personal info has been removed]. 

May 28: The Lightkeeper’s Daughters, by Jean E. 
Pendziwol.
June 25: Lucia Lucia by Adriana Trigiani.

EMMAUS AND CHRYSALIS 
More than a retreat, this spiritual enrichment program is a 
wonderful opportunity for you to dedicate time to strength-
ening your relationship with God. The program doesn’t 
replace church but strives to “strengthen the local church 
through the development of Christian disciples and leaders.” 
Upcoming dates:
Emmaus @ Widewater (Adults)
• Men’s Walk – August 22-25
• Women’s Walk – September 19-22
Chrysalis @ Maumee UMC (High School Youth)
• Girls Flight – June 21-23

GOLF LEAGUE 
The Epworth CO-ED Golf League is getting ready for play 
this summer at Spuyten Duyval on Thursdays beginning 
May 9 for 16 weeks. To sign up, contact Adam at [personal 
info has been removed]. 

NEW SINGLES GROUP! 
First meeting: May 21, 6-9pm in the Deep End
If you’re single and daytime gatherings are difficult to 
attend, this group is for you! Open to singles from college 
age and up, join us for Taco Tuesday and a casual evening 
of getting to know other Epworth members and invite your 
friends! You can help set the direction for the next gathering 
and future events. Single parent? No worries! Childcare can 
be arranged. Just let us know by May 12 how many children 
you have. Look for RSVP opportunities on the 
connection card on Sundays, or RSVP to Janice French at 
[personal info has been removed].

EPWORTH NIGHT AT THE MUD HENS
July 21 at 6:30pm
Tickets are $13 and children under 2 are free. Anyone with 
a ticket can enjoy Muddy and Spike’s Inflatable Theme Park 
at Hensville. There are fireworks after the game against Syr-
acuse, and members of Epworth’s choir will be singing the 
National Anthem at the beginning of the game! We’ll begin 
taking ticket reservations in the lobby on Sundays beginning 
June 2.

Save The Date: Epworth Night at UT Football
In August, be on the lookout for information about Univer-
sity of Toledo Rocket Football! We’ll be taking ticket reser-
vations for the October 26 Rocket football game against 
Eastern Michigan University. We’ll also have a space in the 
parking lot for pre-game tailgating. 

YOUTH SUNDAY/GRADUATION SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 19 we will be 
celebrating both Youth Sunday, as 
our students lead all three of our 
worship services, and we will be 
recognizing our High School and 
College Graduates! For those youth 

who will be participating in the worship services, we will 
be having our rehearsal on Saturday, May 18 from 9am-12 
noon in the Sanctuary. Plan on joining us to congratulate all 
of our graduates! 
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GROW 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES:
• 9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  

May 5, May 19, June 2, June 9, June 23 Guardrails by 
Andy Stanley: Uses the symbolism of how guardrails 
along a highway keep us from harming ourselves and 
others to show how moral and ethical guardrails can 
prevent  us from harming our lives with God. 

• 9:45am  |  Coffee & Conversation  |  Rm 213 
What Makes a Hero? By Matt Rawle offers us an image of 
what it looks like to be victorious over trials and tempta-
tions. Looking at pop culture heroes and others through 
the lens of faith, he shows how Jesus turned the concept 
of hero on its head. It tells a quite different victory story-
one obtained through humility, obedience to the cross, 
and an empty tomb.

• 9:45am  |  Connection Point  |  Rm 205 
Post high school through mid-twenties: provide a faith 
based place to connect with peers and discuss issues 
relevant to this stage of life. 

• 9:45am   |  Donuts & The Bible |  Rm 216/Deep End 
Come enjoy some donuts and time with others as we 
look deeper into what it means to follow Jesus. Junior 
High meet in the Upper Gym Classroom (216) and Se-
nior High in the Deep End.

• 11 am  |  Sermon Notes  |  Rm 214 
Discussion around individuals understanding of the 
scriptures’ relevance to their  journey. 

• 6pm  |  The Mystical Holy Spirit  |  Lobby 
Through May 19: The Holy Spirit is not just mystical, 
uncontainable, and unpredictable, It is the essence of 
God. God’s Spirit desires to live in each of us, and work 
through us. We study the Holy Spirit to come to a deep-
er sense of awe, respect, and even worship of the Holy 
Spirit.

SCOUTING CORNER
Our scout troops are growing and very busy. Service 
projects, Eagle Scouts, campouts and more are some 

of the awesome activities the boys and girls are able to 
take part in.

Girl Scout Troop 12168
As part of Melanoma Awareness month, our Troop is 
sponsoring a Sunscreen Dispenser along with Anders 
Dermatology and Wildwood Preserve Metropark. The 

sunscreen dispenser will be installed near the 
playground at Wildwood in May. The dedication is 

scheduled for Saturday, May 11 at 12 pm at Wildwood’s 
playground off of the Central Avenue entrance. The 

troop is using funds raised through the sale of Girl Scout 
cookies to give back to the community! 

Scout Troop 2
Troop 2 is busy planning for their 50th anniversary 

celebration which will be held this summer. They also 
held two Eagle Scout Courts of honor this spring. They 

will be heading to Pioneer for a May campout.

Cub Scout Pack 149
Pack 149 participated in Scouting for Food in April. They 
will be heading to Maumee Bay State park for a family 

campout later this month and their Blue and Gold
 banquet will be at Epworth on May 17.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
The Community Outreach 
Committee helps support 

several agencies in the Toledo 
area. One of the agencies we 

support is Lifeline Toledo. 
On a  recent Sunny Saturday 
morning Epworth member 

Debbie Sebring rolled up her 
sleeves and put her boots on 
the ground to serve alongside 
our outreach partner LifeLine 
Toledo. She offered her knowledge and medical exper-
tise volunteering on Lifeline Toledo’s mobile medical 

bus. She was in awe and amazement at the work Steve 
North is doing in Toledo. Sharing her thoughts on the 

experience Debbie said  “Steve is truly an inspiration, he 
stepped out in faith and look where it led him and what 
it has done for out community. Toledo is a better place, 
blessed by one individual who was willing to boldly and 

bravely answer Gods call” Lifeline is downtown every 
Saturday morning offering free medical care to many 
homeless and impoverished people who might other-
wise go without care. Lifeline also hosts a community 

dinner the 1st Saturday of the month. All are welcome to 
participate! 

BODY RECALL+
Spring is here -- and if you 
want to have more “spring 
in your step” and a little 
more “pep”, come join us 
three mornings a week!  
It’s lighter and brighter earlier these days, making it all the 
easier to be here at Epworth by 9:15 for an hour of gentle 
but strong and safe movement of all your body parts.  Minds 
and bodies are engaged, spirits are lifted; it’s a can-do, feel-
good time.  Details?  Call 419.531.4236 and Pam will return 
your call.

LOOK UP!
Watch the TV screens in the lobby areas for 

upcoming events and opportunities at Epworth in 

the coming few weeks!
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GROW: FAMILIES

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 2019
Kids will discover, even though life gets wild, God is good. Roar is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, 
hear, touch, and even taste!  Sciency-Fun Gizmos™, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the 
standout activities that help faith flow into real life.  Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life!  
Due to the generosity of our congregation, Epworth is again offering FREE VBC. It is open to any child who will be 4 years old 
by June 1, 2019 (and is potty trained) through the 5th grade. VBC will be June 10-14 from 9am-12pm and is guaranteed to be 
the best week of summer! All Registrations will be completed online this year. The deadline for registration is May 23 (or when 
the camp is full). 

This year we are excited to welcome our 5th grade campers to a brand new 5th grade program! They will join us for our nor-
mal opening and closing celebrations then get to spend the morning with our Youth 
Pastor, Dave Pettingill for a special VBC experience! 

How Can You Help?
The main reason VBC is such a success is our volunteers, so help us make Epworth 
VBC the best week of our children’s summer.  There are so many ways you can help, 
and don’t worry, all training and materials will be provided.  We just need you!

Leaders Teach Short Sessions In Preschool Or Elementary:
Like cool crafts?    Be an Imagination station or craft leader.
Like to cook or host dinner parties? Help prepare snacks in the kitchen.
Rather Play?    Lead games in the Stampede Sports.
Enjoy telling Bible Stories or acting? Join us in Wild Bible Adventures.
LOVE hanging out with kids?  Be a crew leader for 5 children.
*6th graders can be assistant crew leaders

WE LOVE OUR PRESCHOOL!
My grandson, Oliver, started 

attending Epworth’s Early 
Childhood Education Center last 

Fall. The time he has spent at 
ECEC has been amazing. Every 
time I drop off or pick up my 

grandson, I see evidence of how 
caring the teachers are in the 
classroom. Their use of posi-

tive words and patient actions 
demonstrate their respect and 

understanding of preschoolers. The classroom, although filled with 
happy active preschoolers, is calm and orderly, partly because of an 
established routine, but mostly because of the high-quality teachers 

that oversee the learning environment. 

Oliver has learned valuable lessons at Epworth that will help to make 
his transition into Kindergarten a smoother process. He is an active 
member in both small and large group activities where he is being 
introduced to letter sounds, math concepts, science experiments, 

wonderful picture books, and fun music and songs. I have watched 
my grandson blossom both academically and socially these past few 

months, which is such a pleasure to see. However, the most important 
reason that the Epworth Preschool program is so wonderful is that 

they have made learning new things fun and exciting for him. To watch 
that curiosity grow is priceless. 

Pamela Rentner, Long-time Former ECEC Teacher

TOUCH A TRUCK

Our parking lot will be filled with vehicles of 
all shapes and sizes from 10am- 2pm (sensory 
friendly times from 11-11:30am and 12:30-1pm) 
on Saturday, May 11!  Kids of all ages can climb 
aboard, honk horns, and pretend to drive anything 
that rolls.  We’ll have popcorn, concessions, and 
lots of family fun.  Bring your family and friends to 
this FREE event!

We need lots of help the day of this event to show 
RADICAL hospitality to all of our guests. Possible 
jobs include: helping direct traffic and parking, 
serving lunch to the truck drivers, giving tours of 
the church facility, helping with set-up and tear 
down. Whether you can give an hour or two or stay 
for the whole event, we would love to have you be 
a part of the fun! Are you willing to help? Do you 
have a cool vehicle you would like to show off? If 
so, please contact Adam Schoesler [personal info 
has been removed].
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GROW: FAMILIES

KID TO KID MISSIONS: 
Learn To Serve

For the 
months of 
April and 
May the 
Elementary 
Kids will be 
collecting 
coins in 

their very own rice bowls! We are 
partnering with the not-for-profit 
rice bowls to help purchase food for 
children in 55 faith-based children’s 
homes in eight different countries. 
The rice bowls will be distributed 
during Sunday School and we are 
asking children to return their filled 
bowls at the end of May.

EPWORTH KIDS IN MAY
Elementary at 9:30: We’ve had a jam packed school-year, learning more about our awesome 
God and how to live and love like Jesus showed us. On our last “normal Sunday” of the year, we 
will take a trip back through this year and celebrate all the ways God has blessed us though our 
time together. On top of what we learned in classes, let’s face it…this was a BIG year! We moved 
out of our old familiar rooms and into this new amazing facility, we hand-crafted crosses for 
each new room, we began challenging your kids to memorize scripture, we handed out Bibles 
and challenged those students to dive into reading them, we created valentines for our home-
bound, and put together Random Act of Kindness gifts for the entire congregation! We hope 

your kids join us on Sunday, May 5th as we have fun looking back on an amazing school year together. Remember to join us in 
the sanctuary for Family Worship on Mother’s Day (May 12), Youth Sunday (May 19), and Memorial Day (May 26). 

Preschool & Toddler: Our Early Childhood friends will complete their unit on being friends 
with Jesus. Friendships are a BIG part of preschoolers’ lives. Through these first relationships 
they are learning  how to be a friend, have fun with friends, get along with friends, problem 
solve with friends, and, above all, love friends. God created us to be in a relationship with Him 
and in relationships with people here on Earth. He wants us to have friends – and HE wants to 
be a good friend. In fact He wants it so much, He sent his one and only son, Jesus, to show us 
how to be a good friend and to make a way for us to be friends with him forever.  Through fun 
activities and engaging stories little ones will learn that Jesus is their friend – the BEST friend 
they will ever have. This hands-on, action packed large group and small group time is packed in 
a “pack a picnic” theme that will help your early childhood children memorize this month’s Bible Memory Verse: “In this world 
you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world.” (John 16:33b, NIrV) Our prayer is that the 
preschoolers in your life grow up knowing that Jesus wants to be their friend forever. What a wonderful thing to learn during 
the Easter season! 

11:00 WOW: Epworth Kids grades k-3 will complete study titled “Dear God: Talking with someone 
who always listens!”  In this multi-media study, elementary-age kids will learn more about prayer. 
Praying for the same thing over and over again can make a child (or anyone) start to wonder if God is 
truly listening or if every prayer really matters to God or if maybe we don’t know the right words to 
pray. Is God bored by our persistent prayers? This study will help kids understand that our prayers 
never bore God, and that, when it comes to prayer, we can follow the example of Jesus. God doesn’t 
want us to stop praying—God wants us to keep trusting him and asking him, no matter what. 

CAMP WIDEWATER
June 5-June 7 
Epworth Kids age 6 through 
those completing 5th grade 
are invited to attend “Explorer 
Camp” at camp Widewater. 
Due to a generous gift from the 
Epworth Legacy Endowment 
Fund, Epworth’s Kids are able to attend Explorer Camp at ½ the regular $170 rate. 
Explorer Camp is a favorite for first-timers and return campers alike! Come for three 
days (2 nights) of fun on the pond, at the archery range, on a wagon ride, in a mud pit, 
around the campfire, and so much more. Explore with friends how God’s love unites us 
all. Campers will stay in air-conditioned lodges. 

Epworth’s Legacy Endowment Fund and the Children’s Team do not want cost alone 
to prohibit any child from attending camp, so if your family is in need of additional 
scholarship money, please see Mary Roesti. All requests will be strictly confidential 
between you and Mary. Pick up your forms at the Children’s Lobby counter and be sure 
to register your children by the May 12 deadline. 
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GROW: FAMILIES & SERVE

THURSDAY, MAY 2
6pm               Confirmation Banquet & Rehearsal

SUNDAY, MAY 5
*Sr. High Mission Trip Final Payment of $200 Due*
8:30 & 11am:  Confirmands introduced & 
  serving Communion
9:45am:  Confirmands confirmed & serving
  Communion
Last SWAT of the year:
6/7:30pm  Junior/Senior SWAT: Deep End 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
7-8pm       Pre-mission trip mtg #1- Deep End

SATURDAY, MAY 18
9am-12pm Youth Sunday Rehearsal - Sanctuary

SUNDAY, MAY 19
All 3 services Youth & Graduation Sunday

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
7-8pm       Pre-mission trip mtg #2- Lobby

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
7-8pm       Pre-mission trip mtg #1- Deep End

THURSDAY, MAY 30
7:30-9pm A Night of Rockets - Deep End
Let’s celebrate the last day of school with Rocket Tag! All 
Jr. & Sr. High students are welcome to join us in the Deep 
End for a night of fun. 

There will be no normal Donuts and the Bible for the 
month of May because we have Confirmation Sunday 
(May 5), Mothers Day (May 12), Youth/Graduation 
Sunday (May 19), or Memorial Day weekend (May 
26).  Starting in June in the Deep End on Sunday 
mornings at 9:45am we will be having a combined Jr. 
& Sr. High class in the Deep End that will be “Sunday 
Night SWAT” style with a game, lesson, and table 
discussions. 

May 12 & 26 are family worship Sundays and we 
are looking for youth scripture readers for these 
services. Email Allison to [personal info has been 
removed]to sign up to read scripture. 

- STUDENT MINISTRIES - 
Students With A Task

Service, Worship, Accountability, Teamwork

SWAT ADULT LEADERS NEEDED
Do you love God? Do you like teenagers?  Are you interested 
in helping teens grow in their faith and become disciples 
who go and make other disciples?  Then SWAT Youth Minis-
tries may be the perfect fit for you!  You do not have to know 
all the lingo teens use, have multiple social media accounts, 
be young, and know all the answers to their questions.  
What we are most looking for is people who love God and 
love others and want to invest in the lives of teens.  We are 
especially in need of some adult male leadership, but we 
would welcome all and we invite those who are interested 
in learning more to please email Pastor Dave Pettengill at 
dave@epworth.com.

APPLY FOR A STUDENT LOAN!
Each year, Epworth offers 
loans to students in any post-
high school program. After 
the application is received 
and an interview and review 
by the committee is complete, 
loans are approved up to $1,000 per year and sent to the 
school in the student’s name. Students may receive up to 
$4,000 total during their schooling. Payments do not begin 
until seven months after graduation. If payments are made 
on time, there is no interest charged.Visit epworth.com/
studentloans to print the application. To pick up a hard copy, 
visit the church office.  Applications are due by June 30.

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND
Epworth’s Good Samaritan Fund helps members make 
ends meet when they are experiencing financial difficulties. 
Support for this fund comes from the United Methodist 
Women and proceeds from the Harvest Bazaar. It can help 
with utilities, rent, or other bills. Since the beginning of 
2019, there has been a deep need for Good Samaritan Fund 
resources.  Please prayerfully consider a contribution to 
the Good Samaritan Fund to help other members in crisis. 
Checks can be made out to Epworth with “Good Samaritan 
Fund” in the memo line and brought to Ashly in the church 
office or placed in the offertory plate on Sunday.

KROGER PLUS CARDS
Every year, each Kroger Plus Card 
holder must re-register their Kro-
ger Plus Card to continue earning 
money for our Student Ministries 
(#81972). Keep in mind that your 
purchases do NOT create any re-

wards for our Student Ministries until it has been registered. 
To register, go online to: www.kroger.com/communityre-
wards and select Epworth Student Ministries, organization 
#81972. 
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SERVE

FURNITURE LOADERS NEEDED
The Furniture Ministry needs 6-8 additional 
volunteers to staff our Saturday and special 
pickup crews. The free loaders provide the 
critical first step in gathering donated furni-
ture to be re-gifted to those in need.  
Please help us attract new free loaders by 
asking your friends, relatives, neighbors, and 
co-workers to volunteer to pick up furniture.

The furniture loader qualifications are:
• A desire to help those who need,
• Available one Saturday per month 

(8a–12p),
• Capable of lifting furniture with the help 

of 2-3 other volunteers
• Age is not a limitation (we have many who 

are in their 70’s)

The free loaders receive many benefits from 
knowing what they do is helping someone 
who is in need.  In addition, the volunteers 
have a great deal of fun being God’s helping 
hands. Interested? Email Ed[personal info has 
been removed].

FURNITURE MINISTRY

STATISTICS    MARCH:
# Furniture:   139
# Families:   13
Adults:  15
Children:   21

YTD:
390

32
38
51

BLESSINGS 
ITEMS

 NEEDED:
toasters, crock pots,

 twin, full and 
queen comforters

LEGACY ENDOWMENT FUND
WHAT IS YOUR LEGACY?
Everyone has a legacy. Using that legacy to support future gener-
ations is one of the greatest gifts you can give.  It’s also one of the 
easiest gifts to create - you can simply name Epworth Legacy En-
dowment Fund as the beneficiary of a portion of your retirement 
plan assets or include a couple of sentences in your will or trust. 

WHAT ABOUT MY LOVED ONES?
• Include a gift in your will of a percentage of your estate or 

of your residual estate to ensure that your gift will remain 
proportionate to your estate size, no matter how it fluctu-
ates over the years.

• Name Epworth as a contingent beneficiary so that we’ll 
benefit only if your other beneficiaries are no longer living.

• Leave highly-taxed assets, such as those from your retire-
ment plan to Epworth since we receive them tax-free.  
Then leave other less tax-burdened assets, such as real 
estate, cash or life insurance to your loved ones.

• Stipulate that your gift to Epworth be given in honor of 
someone you care about, leaving an “inheritance” that 
your loved one will truly cherish.

NOW IS THE TIME
It is never too early to craft your legacy. If you are interested 
in extending your support to Epworth, the Epworth Legacy 
Endowment Fund would be happy to work with you or your 
financial advisors to formulate a tax-wise gift.

SUPPORT THE FLOWER FUND
Contributing flowers 
for the Sunday altar is a 
special way to support 
Epworth and honor 
loved ones, past or 
present.  Flowers en-
hance our experience 

of weekly worship while providing a beautiful 
tribute to the special people and events in our 
lives. Your support is much appreciated!  Call 
Lauren at 419.214.3777 or email her at 
Lauren@epworth.com to reserve a Sunday!

SERVE AS AN USHER
Do you have a servant’s heart?  Have you 
ever considered becoming an usher? 
We are in need of ushers for all three worship 
services. You can serve as a regular usher, or 
be a substitute on an as needed basis. The role 
of the usher is often underestimated for its 
importance. Ushers who are "people-persons" 
make guests and members coming into the 
worship feel welcome, appreciated, and con-
tribute greatly to making everyone’s church 
experience a positive one. If you’re interested, 
please sign up on the connection card or email 
[personal info has been removed] and indicate 
which service you prefer to serve.
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SERVE

An Invitation!
To: All members and Friends

For: Volunteers for the Funeral Luncheon 
          Committee

When: As needed 

Time: 2-2.5 hours

Duties: Setting tables, preparing and serving  
                  food, cleanup afterwards

BOXTOPS 
The Box Tops program supports 
the student activity fund at 
Hawkins School, and enables 
students to participate in activ-
ities that supplement regular learning experiences at the 
school. To contribute, clip Box Tops symbols from partici-
pating products, bring to Epworth and deposit in the Box 
Tops collection container in the lobby.  

2019 FREEDOM SCHOOL
Help change the lives of over sixty children from the Toledo 
community this summer at the 2019 Freedom School! The 
Maumee Watershed District wants to help you find a way to 
serve with purpose and joy, visit maumeewatershed.org to 
find a list of areas in which you can help transform chil-
dren’s lives in our community. Volunteer training sessions 
will be held on June 11 at 6pm and June 12 at 11am. Or find 
flyers in the lobby. 

Want to volunteer? 
Contact Barbara at[personal info has been removed]. 

Want to give? 
Mail checks payable to Maumee Watershed District, memo 
line: Freedom School. 

2019 ARTS & CRAFTS BAZAAR 
November 2, 2019
Vendor applications are now 
available on our website at 
epworth.com/bazaar for the 
2019 church bazaar.  Vendors 
are required to sell handcraft-
ed items. Completed applica-
tions must be returned to the 
church by June 3. Since there 
are more applicants than available spaces, vendors will 
receive notification of their status by July 15.  Questions can 
be directed to Karen at [personal info has been removed].  
Please pass this information along to anyone who might be 
interested in participating.

HAWKINS SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP

Dick Baker, who has been 
tutoring a 3rd grade student in 
reading, commented “He is a 

joy to work with!”

# VOLUNTEER HRS:    MARCH:
Tutoring:   79
Book Initiative:   14
Garden Club:  1
Library:   95 
Other:   3
Special Events:   12
Total: 201

YTD:
411

94
30

410
29
62

1,036

# VOLUNTEERS: 31

# STUDENTS SERVED WEEKLY
Book Initiative:   69
Tutoring & Kindergarten Aides:   69
Library:  305
Basketball Banquet:  34

DONATE WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
Now, you can support Epworth every single time you pur-
chase something on Amazon! When you sign up for Amazon-
Smile and select Epworth as your charitable organization, 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Epworth. 
AmazonSmile is exactly the same as regular Amazon, it has 
the same products, prices & services, only now you’re sup-
porting Epworth at the same time! To sign up, go to: 
smile.amazon.com/ch/34-4428652 and select Epworth 
as your charitable organization, then start shopping! If you 
have any questions, or would like a direct link, contact 
Laura in the church office at laura@epworth.com. 

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Thank you for your continued generosity. For the month 
of April, the Feed Your Neighbor program is asking for the 
following donations: 
• canned potatoes
• canned carrots
• canned sweet peas
• brown paper bags
• shampoo
• deodorant
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CARE

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
For anyone who has experienced the death of a parent, 
spouse, child, or any beloved family member – whether re-
cently or years ago – you are invited to come to a new Grief 
Support Group. The group meets on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month in the Deep End from 6:30-8pm. A counselor 
and a pastor will be on hand to help you navigate your feel-
ings and take steps toward healing. Participants learn from 
each other as well. The next meeting is this Wednesday, May 
22. It is open to the public, so if you have a friend or neigh-
bor, who is struggling, please bring them along. We are here 
for everyone. For more info, contact Pastor Beth at 
beth@epworth.com.

HEALING & WHOLENESS SERVICE
Join us in the Sanctuary at 7pm on May 21. This service will 
provide an opportunity for prayer, reflection and medita-
tion. Come and rest in the Word of God, hymns, and seek 
healing. Renew your focus on your connection with God, 
forgiveness of self and others, and strength for the jour-
ney ahead – wherever it may take you. Bring neighbors or 
colleagues who you feel could use reassurance and comfort. 
If you have questions or would like to join the team, please 
email Pastor Beth at Beth@epworth.com. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY – IT’S WORKING!
Stephen Ministers are God’s peo-

ple who do the day to day work of 
Stephen Ministry at Epworth.  Today 

there are twelve active Stephen 
Ministers at Epworth, ten of them 

providing one-to-one Christian care 
to their care receivers.

 
And currently there are six Stephen Ministers Trainees 
who attend twenty weekly 2 ½ -hour training sessions 

learning what it is to be a Stephen Minister.  Please keep 
Trina Hooper, Barbara Lawrence, Shelly Savory, Charles 
(Chuck) Schwartz, Judith Wilkinson, and David (Dave) 
Wood in your prayers as they prepare their hearts and 

minds to provide one-to-one lay caring ministry to people 
in crisis or with other needs for care.

If you or someone you know is hurting, find out more 
about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our 

Stephen Leaders: Donna Humbert, Bobbi Sanders, Paul 
Schroeder, Pastor Beth Irwin, or contact us at 

stephenministry@epworth.com. Our Stephen Ministers 
are there to care!

NATIONAL PHYSICAL FITNESS AND SPORTS MONTH
In addition to being declared Skin Cancer Awareness Month (see last month’s Tower), May is also National Physical Fitness and 
Sports Month (according to the President's Council on Sports, Fitness & Nutrition).  With the change in weather throughout the 
country, it is easier to “play outside” and a good time to get in the habit of spending more time in the great outdoors.  
For some people, this is the time of the year they actually start New Year Resolutions, which generally involve a daily workout 
and getting outside more.  If you can get in the habit of spending time moving outdoors during comfortable temperatures, it 
will be simpler to keep in the habit when the weather changes in the fall.

Lifehacker.com likes the idea of starting New Year Resolutions in the Spring:
The point is, treat your body seasonally, too. If you must make a resolution, don’t waste it on January, when you almost cer-
tainly won’t succeed, and—since you have subscribed to the concept of an annual resolution—your whole year will then be 
considered a wash. Make your resolutions on April 1st, when you have a fighting chance of achieving them.

There are ample opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors, either on your own or as part of an organized event.  For those who 
like distance runs, the month of May has the Thin Mint Sprint 5K (5/4 at Fallen Timbers), the Dart Frog Dash 5K (5/18 at the 
Toledo Zoo), and the WTOL River Run 10K (5/25, downtown Toledo).  The local playgrounds at Wildwood and Olander Parks 
become full of kids who are never bored with what they’re doing (video games get boring, freeze tag is always exciting).  As 
Sylvania residents, our family also participates in swimming and other activities through the YMCA.  Also available are soccer 
and softball leagues through the Sylvania Recreation District.  And lastly our dog reminds us that a daily walk is always very 
important, even if you’re just exploring the neighborhood.

According to the Calorie Control Council:  
There are just too many benefits to an active lifestyle to ignore. The main health benefits of exercise include: stress reduction/
relaxation, improvement in energy levels and moods, maintenance of strong bones and joints, and prevention of high blood 
pressure, diabetes and heart disease. Yes, the more comfortable weather makes it easier to get moving outside.  Do you need 
any other reason? References (read these, then get outside!)
• https://lifehacker.com/start-your-new-years-resolutions-in-april-not-january-1821952289
• https://caloriecontrol.org/get-moving-with-national-physical-fitness-and-sports-month-this-may/
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP
June 10-14  |  9am-12pm

register today at epworth.com/vbc


