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[1]
Hey good morning everybody, I’m just a little interested here, I want to do a poll of what kinda 
music people like, you can put your hand up for more than one genre if you want, just anything 
you like, who likes:

Country music?
classical?
classic rock?
pop music?
Rap? (that was a trick question, to see who needed to kick out of the church, I am totally 
kidding)
who likes punk?

[2]
I was really into punk when I was a kid, I loved it, there was some great punk bands when I was 
a kid, and what I loved it about it so much was the attitude, where you could stick it to the man 
through music, it was great, we didn’t care, if people told us to turn it down that would just bring 
us joy inside. I loved offending people through music. (I’ve matured a little bit since then). But I 
loved the recklessness of it, we were invincible, we didn’t care if we died, we had something to 
say, and nothing was gonna stop us.

And part of my worldview growing up was that adults, especially adults in authority were sell 
outs. I can remember times where the principal of my school would ask me to do things, and 
they were very reasonable requests, he wasn’t demanding in his tone, he was actually quite 
kind and respectful, and I remember thinking that this guy was just the worst thing imaginable, 
that he would tell me what to do, I’m not going to listen to authority, I’m a punk rocker man…I 
dunno. I was a weird kid.

But that’s not the whole side of my youth. I was also really passionate and bold, If I had 
something to say I would say it. If I had a goal in mind and I really wanted to do it, I would.  I 
wasn’t afraid to dream big and I would try to get there.

But as I get older, I’m changing a little bit, not a ton, but still a bit, and I realized that reckless 
passion that I had in my youth was maybe not ideal. I don’t try to stick it to the man as often as I 
used to, but I still try to when I get the chance. 

I’ve become more calm, and a little less intense. I’ve learned how to not jump in to things as fast 
as I used to, I’ve learned to slow down a little bit and think of the consequences of my actions. 
And that’s all great it really is, but I can’t help but think that with all of that I’ve also lost some 
passion and boldness that I used to have, and that’s not good.  

In our passage today we’re continuing on in Philippians, and as you listen to this passage I want 
you to think of how old Paul might have been when he was writing this.

Philippians 1: 18b-26 (NLT)
[3]



And I will continue to rejoice.  For I know that as you pray for me and the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ helps me, this will lead to my deliverance. For I fully expect and hope that I will 
never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the 
past. 

[4] 
 And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. For to me, living 
means living for Christ, and dying is even better.  But if I live, I can do more fruitful work 
for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better.  

[5] 
 I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better 
for me. But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. Knowing this, I am 
convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and experience 
the joy of your faith. 

[6] 
 And when I come to you again, you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ 
Jesus because of what he is doing through me. 

Who thinks it sounds like Paul was a younger guy when he wrote this? who thinks he was 
getting older?


Paul was likely in his 50’s when he wrote this, which in this day and age was getting up there, 
I’m well aware that 50 is very young now, but that wasn’t the case then.


Let’s look at that first part where it gives a hint at this.

[7] 

For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be 
bold for Christ, as I have been in the past. 

To be bold for Christ, do we have any star Trek fans in the audience? My dad was a big star 
trek fan, and as a kid I would often watch star trek with him. I remember the borg and their 
giant cube ships trying to kill everyone, but the line which I always thought was cool was the 
intro to each episode:


[8] 
 “Space the final frontier. These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise.It's continuing 
mission,To explore strange new worlds,to seek out new life and new civilizations. To 
boldly go where no man has gone before.”   

As I watched Star Trek I would see people risk their lives for the mission, they would reach new 
civilizations and fear didn’t hold them back.  But what does it mean to boldly go in terms of our 
faith?


This stuck out for me cuz Paul is saying I expect to not lose my youthful boldness as I continue 
to get older.  This is great, cuz I get to spend a lot of time with youth, it’s sort of what I do.  
Recently I was in Timberline meeting with a bunch of our students getting them to invite their 
friends to the youth group kickoff.  I went into Timberline, and you remember how scary high 
school is, you can’t make one wrong move, everything you do has to be cool and you can’t risk 
losing popularity, and you can never say anything stupid.  And the kids that I meet with start 
going all around the school telling everyone about youth group. They were fearless, they were 
bold in sharing their faith. When was the last time we had that boldness in our faith?  are we 
afraid of what someone will think of us if we start talking about Jesus, is that why we don’t 



invite our friends to church? is that why we don’t even bring up Jesus in conversation with our 
friends?


Paul is making sure that he isn’t losing this boldness in his faith.


This is what I want for my life, looking at Paul throughout scripture he doesn’t give up, he 
doesn’t lose heart, he’s not afraid to dream, and he’s confident in that. He know’s he’s not 
giving up.  He fully expects and hopes that he’ll never be ashamed and that he’ll continue to be 
bold.


He’s expecting fully that he’s not going to give up on sharing the gospel.  I feel like we accept 
that as we get older that we’re going to do less, we’re going to be less and less bold.  Our 
dreams tend to be more and more realistic, sometimes we get a little too realistic.  


Paul isn’t going to let that happen, he’s saying I’m going to continue in my boldness.  Instead 
of expecting to fade out, he’s expecting to carry on and God uses that. and he continues in this 
same message by saying:


[9] 
And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. For to me, living 
means living for Christ, and dying is even better.  But if I live, I can do more fruitful work 
for Christ.  

This is it here’s Paul and he’s got his life in one hand and the gospel in the other and he’s 
saying that this one doesn’t really matter at all, it’s all about this.  What sacrifice are we willing 
to make for the gospel? Because I see here that he’s willing to sacrifice it all, and those aren’t 
just empty words from Paul, his life shows this to be real.


From spending time in jail, to losing it all, Paul lived out a willingness to put his life to the side 
for the sake of the gospel.


And this fly’s in the face of a lot of what I hear. Because I hear preachers often telling you that 
when you get a relationship with Jesus, when you give your life to him, it’s great, you’ll get rich, 
you’ll have everything you’ll ever want, show me in the bible where that’s the case, most of the 
people who God uses have a pretty rough go at it.  Paul sacrificed a lot, he sacrificed wealth, 
he sacrificed his reputation, he sacrificed his freedom for the gospel. 


He got to a point where his life was an unimportant little detail when compared to the gospel.  
That’s the point where God can use us, when we are willing to sacrifice, and I’m not always 
there, in fact I would say I’m rarely there.  


Am I willing to sacrifice my comfort, am I willing to sacrifice my reputation, my popularity, my 
life?  am I willing to go boldly for Christ, to be honest, I’m not usually, and that’s why I usually 
fall short of being a part of something big.  How about you, how are we at sacrificing? can we 
honestly say “living means living for Christ, and dying is even better”


There’s a couple ways that people can take this, the first is that Paul must be saying that life is 
really tough and I don’t like being in jail all of the time, so I’d rather just be dead in heaven. Well 
that’s not really it, that doesn’t give you the full picture.  He’s saying here that life, real life 
comes with a relationship with Christ.  That when we’re living in Christ that’s the real life, that’s 
the good stuff there that is really living.


Real life isn’t just doing whatever we feel like, real life is fulfilling God’s plan for your life.  Real 
life is like what he was doing here that even though you are persecuted, even though you are 



struggling you’re sharing the good news all over the world.  Even though life is tough you can 
find joy knowing that you have a personal relationship with Jesus.  That’s the real life.  This is 
the life that Jesus came to bring us.


[10] 
One of my favourite passages John 10:10 10 (NIV) The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

This is the life, yeah it’s tough sometimes but it’s the good stuff.  I’m sick of seeing Christians 
live the most boring lives. I find it sad when people give up their dreams and talents and gifts 
when they become a Christian and instead of pursuing life they end up spending their 
weekends catching up on 100 huntley street. (just so you know there’s nothing wrong with the 
show, if you watch it that’s totally fine) but if that’s not all there is, God has so much more for 
you than that.


God hasn’t called us to give up everything in our lives. He’s called us to allow him into every 
aspect of our lives. So instead of denying ourselves life, we allow Jesus into our life and we live 
the best life possible.  Most of the time the difference between a Christian and a non Christian 
is just in how you do something. You don’t need to give up a sport to spend more time in the 
church, you just need to spend time with Jesus while your playing your sport.  It’s allowing 
Jesus to enter your life, so you can live life to the full, and for you living can mean living for 
Christ.


Paul continues on with his dilemma: 

[11] 

So I really don’t know which is better.  I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be 
with Christ, which would be far better for me. But for your sakes, it is better that I 
continue to live. Knowing this, I am convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to 
help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith. And when I come to you again, 
you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is doing 
through me. 

Paul again is expressing his desire to be be with Christ, his mind is set on heaven, his heart is 
set on Jesus.  This isn’t because he hates his life, he’s actually living life to the full, it’s that he 
knows Jesus. He knows Christ and he wants to be with him. That’s what love is, he’s restless 
without him. I know for example whenever my wife is gone for long periods of time, she’s been 
gone in different cities for school and stuff before. I miss her, I can’t really sleep that well, my 
life kinda turns into a mess, I can only eat hot dogs and kraft dinner for so long without going 
crazy.  I want to be with my wife again.  


It’s sorta the same with Paul, even though he’s excited that he does get to share the gospel 
that he gets to carry out God’s plan for his life, he wants to be with Jesus.  This comes when 
we have a real relationship with Christ. Are we aware of Jesus’ presence throughout the day?


I meet with pastor Jeff regularly and we often meet in depth where we talk about everything 
that’s going on in our lives.  One time I remember talking to him and I was feeling really guilty 
because I hadn’t been reading the bible very much at all.  We talked about that for a bit and  
we talked about the importance of doing that, but to be honest that wasn’t the big takeaway 
for me.  That came when Jeff started asking some questions, what do you think Moses would 
read when he felt far away from God, well, he didn’t have the bible, the disciples after Jesus 
ascended they didn’t have the new testament. And scriptures weren’t readily available to 



anyone until fairly recently. People didn’t just have a bible sitting around until after the printing 
press. How did anyone have a good relationship with Jesus before the printing press?


They met with Jesus, Jesus was actually a part of their everyday lives.  He wasn’t relegated to 
10 minutes when we wake up or go to bed, he was a part of life.  When people would work, 
they were aware of God’s presence, when they would go to school, when they were in their 
leisure time they were aware of Jesus.  


That’s what we miss now, and when Jesus isn’t always in the front of our minds that’s when 
this talk about to die is gain, starts to turn into crazy talk.  We don’t want to die, because we’re 
happy doing our life. If we die we’re going to spend time with who? Jesus? I don’t even know 
that guy, I don’t know if I want to spend time with him.


Isn’t that the case? I think a lot of our fear about heaven and about death is because we don’t 
even know the guy we’re spending eternity with. That seems like a big commitment for 
someone I don’t know. 


I remember one of my first living situations after high school I met a guy at a party and we were 
both looking for a roommate so we decided to move in together. I had no idea who this guy 
was, I remember being really scared about this. I remember thinking, well, if things go really 
bad I can just move out, and I’m really only committing one month to live with this guy.


That was a tough commitment, but this get’s so much harder when Paul says to Die is gain 
because we get to spend time with Jesus, and we’ve never spent more than 30 seconds 
before a meal with Jesus. That’s why we don’t believe that to die is gain, it’s because we don’t 
know Jesus.


What Paul is saying is he knows that spending time with Jesus is better, but Pauls also a funny 
guy, he wants to go and be with Jesus but he says but I know for your sake its better that I 
stay, so he’s convinced he’ll stick around for a bit since the church needs him so much.


We have this idea that we’re just stuck here in the time being, that we have to deal with earth 
while we’re here and we can’t wait to go to heaven, Paul is saying I’m here because I have a 
job to do. I know it sounds arrogant when he’s saying, I know this church needs me which is 
while I’ll live for a while longer, but it’s not, it’s actually realizing that this life isn’t just a test it’s a 
mission. 


Because Paul’s not particularly special here, the church needs him so he’ll stick around on 
earth for a while, well guess what, the church needs you too.  And not just Campbell River 
Baptist church, but the church, Jesus’s church needs you.  God placed you here on this earth 
in Campbell River, in your workplace, in your school, in your neighbourhood with a purpose in 
mind. Pauls purpose was to grow these healthy churches. What’s your mission? Do you know? 
do you care? If you don’t it’s ok, but wouldn’t it be good to know what your purpose is, 
wouldn’t it be good to understand a bit of what your direction for life should be? 


Well it actually brings us back to our earlier point, walking with Christ, knowing Jesus and then 
going boldly in that mission.  We don’t need to leave boldness to our students or to the youth, 
but we can go out into this city boldly on mission.


When we walk out the doors after church today we can look at those words written just above 
those doors that say let the redeemed of the lord share their story. We can go out and share 
the story of Jesus. When Robin shared about mission Victoria it’s the same thing, it wasn’t easy 
for him to leave everything and go to Victoria and share the gospel there, but he was willing to 
put everything else in this life off to the side for the sake of the gospel and boldly go.




Robins a great guy, a great pastor, and a great friend, but you know what, he might not like me 
sharing his secret, but he’s not that special, he’s not all that different from the rest of us here.  
But he’s able to be a part of this great mission because he accepted God’s call and he went 
boldly, and I think we can too.


We may not all be missionaries to foreign countries, we might not all be church planters, but 
every one of us has been placed here with a mission.  To be bold for Christ, to boldly go and 
share Jesus, to boldly go and make disciples, to body go and baptize people.  


Let’s pray.


Boldly Go 
Philippians 1:18b-26 

Oct 2nd, 2016, Steve Karadimas 

Objective of this Study: To understand how we can see each moment through a Great 
Commission filter.


[Remember, the main goal of each Growth Group is to allow God’s Word to change your heart 
so that others would see Jesus in you and be likewise changed to be like him. He wants to 
change the world through us]


Worship (5 – 10 minutes) 

1. Sing a song or two of praise and thanksgiving to God.

2. Spend five minutes in silence asking God to prepare your heart for how he wants to speak to 
you.

3. After the five minutes have someone interrupt the silence and read ??????? meditatively to 
the group. Pause after each phrase letting God speak to you.

[It’s really important when doing this study that we each think about ourselves specifically and 
ways we need to grow, not how Christians in general need to grow. Do the hard work of letting 
the Holy Spirit speak to your heart.]


Welcome 
Describe a time when you boldly went? (could be anything from a missions trip to stepping out 
of your comfort zone.


Word (30-45 min) 
• What stood out from the sermon? • Read Philippians 1:18b-26

• Paul seems to have a disregard to life, do you think that is the case? why does he choose his 
words this way?

• Describe Paul’s life up this point, why would he say “to live means living for Christ and dying 
is even better.”?

• read Luke 9: 21-27

• What are the similarities between the 2 passages?




Work (30-45 min) 

Sermon quote: We don’t want to die, because we’re happy doing our life. If we die we’re going 
to spend time with who? Jesus? I don’t even know that guy, I don’t know if I want to spend 
time with him. 

• at any level is this true about you? what needs to change? 

Pauls says this in verse 20: For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I 
will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the past. 

Do we expect this for our lives as well?

what does it mean to be bold for Christ?

What would expecting a life like this change for us personally? 


