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Sunday, May 21, 2017 

“Final Justice” 
Revelation 16 

Introduction – SLIDE1- Gavel 

“All rise. The Court is now in session, the honorable Judge _______ 

presiding.”  Do you believe in divine judgement?  By which I mean, do you 

believe in a God who acts as Judge?  Many, it seems, do not.  Speak of God as 

Father, friend, helper, one who loves us despite all our weakness and folly and 

sin, and people’s faces light up.  But speak of God as Judge, and they frown 

and shake their heads.  a 

So the current habit in much of the Canadian church is to play this subject 

down for fear of coming across as being judgmental (for good reason).  In a 

culture which has unashamedly sold itself to the gods of greed, pride, sex, and 

self-will, many Christians prefer to focus almost exclusively on God’s kindness 

and say virtually nothing about His judgement.  (very un-Canadian…sorry…)  

We may be tempted to think of divine judgment as being confined to the 

Old Testament.  But examine the NT and you’ll quickly discover God as Judge is 

very much present in the NT as well.  In fact, the NT authority on all matters, 

Jesus himself clearly and constantly affirmed the reality of final judgment (e.g. Matt. 

25 parable of the sheep & goats—“they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life”; cf. 

Mt. 7:13-27; 10:26-33; 12:36f.; 13:24-49; 22:1-14; Lk. 13:23-30; 16:19-31; Jn. 5:22-29).  Indeed in Revelation 16, the 

chapter we will look at today, SLIDE2 it is considered an occasion for praise and 

rejoicing.  Why is that?  Stick around and find out.  

 
Biblical Contact – We are currently about 70% of our way through the book of 

Revelation.  As we have seen, it is not a book written to satisfy our curiosity 

about the end times but to stimulate our courage for the present, to nurture 

strong and vibrant faith.  It does this by giving us divine insight into what the 

world looks like through God’s eyes (e.g. Elisha’s servant in 2 Kgs 615-17 looking at the 

situation through human eyes & then through God’s eyes). 
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The evil of the Empire appeared to be in total control in NT times, having 

banished the apostle John to the prison island of Patmos.  But John is given an 

apocalypsis, and unveiling, a symbolic yet full-spectrum view of reality that is far 

deeper and fuller than the way things appear. 

 E.g. “Little Red Riding Hood” – The wolf/best tries to disguise himself, to 

mask who he is and what he is up to.  But there are signs that things are 

not as they seem… “My what big ears you have…”   

 What Jesus gives John (and us), is an expose, an unveiled perspective of 

the forces of evil and injustice and God’s settle opposition to it. 
 

In earlier chapters we saw who really sits on the throne (the captain of the 

bridge).  Here we see that the real supreme court is not Caesar’s but God’s.  

The beast is not going to get away with murder on God’s watch. Revelation 16 

 
Structural Contact   

In this scene “we have an awful picture of how awfully serious God is 

about right and wrong—good and evil.”Johnson,284  It is worth noting, as many 

interpreters have, the many similarities between the trumpet judgments8:6-9:21 

and the bowl judgments16:1-14 SLIDE3 (i.e. Land > Sea > Fresh Water > the Sun/Stars > 

Euphrates + Demonic Troops > War >).  The first three bowl plagues parallel the 

natural disasters that happened earlier from the first three trumpet blasts.  The 

echoes of the OT plagues upon Egypt are also loud and clear.  The main 

difference in this cycle of plagues is that they are poured out directly on the 

“people who had the mark of the beast” (target the beast & his followers).  

 The trumpets were intentional symbols in that trumpets were most often 

used in that day as attention getters.  Likewise, the bowls are also intentional 

rather than arbitrary symbols.  Bowls were used for two primary purposes: (1) 

ceremonially containersZech.14:20—to hold drink offeringsJer.52:19 or the blood of 

sacrificial animals (Ex. 246), and (2) a kind of punchbowl (Jer. 355) to hold and mix 

wine in (Prov. 2330; Is. 6511).  BLANK4 
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Both are interwoven in the chapter that follows where Rome is pictured as 

a “great prostitute”17:1 who intoxicated the inhabitants of the earth “with the wine 

of her adulteries”17:2 and who “was drunk with the blood of God’s people”17:6 

whom she had killed.  If you find it shocking, you’re not alone, for the apostle 

John said, “When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.”17:6 (thauma megas thaumazo)   

The Empire and her inhabitants poured out the precious blood of God’s 

people and the precious blood of the Lamb as if it they were worthless.  In return 

they have dished out to them what they dished out to others (Read 166).  That is 

the symbolism behind the seven bowl judgments, seven because it is thoroughly 

just (Lev. 46; 2618).   Four observations & implications… 

This is final justice because it is: SLIDE5 

1) Called For by God (v.1) – He is the supreme judge, the authority above and 

over all authorities, the supreme courtDt.1:17, and issues the final verdict.  

N.B.  God’s wrath is not an uncontrolled emotional outburst.  It is not that 

God gets ticked off and goes on a wild rampage.  God’s anger is righteous 

anger, it is his strong and unyielding opposition to all that is evil and unjust.  This 

persistent and perfect opposition to evil arises out of God’s very nature since he 

has a burning zeal for what is right and good, coupled with his perfect hatred for 

everything that is wrong and evil.   

“It is an expression of his just and righteous nature.  All caricatures of God 

which ignore his intense hatred of sin reveal more about man than about God.  

In a moral universe God must of necessity oppose evil.”Mounce,295  Judgment does 

not undermine God’s righteousness but upholds it.  Q - Would a God who did 

not care about the difference between right and wrong be a good and admirable 

Being (cf. Gen. 18:25)?  Would a God who put no distinction between the beasts of 

history and His own saints, be morally praiseworthy and perfect?  Absolutely 

not!  Moral indifference would be a glaring imperfection, a fatal flaw.   The 

ultimate proof that God is a perfect moral is his complete and unwavering hatred 

of sin and evil and his total commitment to totally eradicating it.  



16- Final Justice– Rev 16   

4 

 The future and present kingdom…Working for justice today (e.g. Colombia) 

 
2) Completely Just  SLIDE6 (not arbitrary or excessive or vengeful or capricious) –  

It is worth observing how clearly the justness of God’s justice in these 

particular plagues is emphasized in this chapter.  Indeed, an entire “interlude” 

is given over to underlining this point. SLIDE7 

Interlude (vv.5-7) –The words of the angel in charge of the waters (cf. angels in 

charge of the wind
7:1

 and fire
14:8

) stress God’s justice (cf. the parallels with 153-4; etc.) and 

corroborating evidence is brought forth. 

6“for they have shed the blood of your people and your prophets, 

 and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” 

Additional testimony to the justness of God’s justice is heard from the altar (cf. 

913), which here personifies the victims of these atrocities whose prayers for 

justice we heard back in 69-11 (read).  Those carrying out God’s sentence (the 

orders come from “a loud voice from the temple”1 = God himself—Isa. 666), and the victims 

themselves are in full agreement that with the pouring out of these seven bowls 

of God’s wrath on the earth, justice is finally complete.      

Key Point = The punishment fits the crime perfectly (Gen. 96; Is. 4926).  God’s 

justice does what earthly human justice too seldom even tries to do and most 

times cannot do, both give each and every oppressor what they deserve—no 

more and no less—and give each victim what they deserve (full restoration—ch. 15).  

SLIDE8 

3) Comprehensive Justice (“The ordinances of the Lord (= his judicial decisions) 

are altogether righteous.”—Ps. 199)  Not partly nor partial, not almost or 

occasionally, but comprehensively just and true.  Ever wonder what that 

would be like?  Think of an injustice in your life and how that made (or still 

makes) you feel, the bitter taste in your mouth, the throbbing wound in your 

heart and mind?  Now think of how it would feel to somehow have that wrong 

                                      
1
 “In placing the adjective before the noun the Greek text stresses the impressive nature of the great voice which 

proceeds from the heavenly sanctuary.” (Robert H. Mounce, Revelation, p. 293) 
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made right, to be free from that injustice and its consequences at long last.  

What difference it would make to experience that kind of justice, where there 

is no hint of “partiality” or discrimination, where both “small and great alike” 

get what they deserve (Deut. 117)?  It would make all the difference in the world 

to finally be heard and understood and acknowledged and restored.  God has 

already appointed a time and place for final justice.  He has called for it, he 

has ordered complete and comprehensive justice that not only gives the 

unjust what they deserve but also gives the victims of injustice what they 

deserve and need to be fully restored and made whole.  That is good news 

isn’t it!  That is the why God’s justice is something to be celebrated.  It is 

something to long for and live into.  (cf. v.15 & “Be ready” anticipation & 

expectation…Sharpens & deepens our longing for Christ’s coming.)  

Given Jesus’ point about the unexpectedness of his coming, the visions of 

Revelation are intended more to give us vivid portrayals of ultimate truth than to 

supply us with data for a precise chronology of a battle at Armageddon.  

 Har-Magedon = Mountain of Megiddo, doesn’t exist.  The plain of Meggido 

does and was home to some famous battles (e.g. Barak & Deborah’s defeat of 

Sisera—Jdg 4-5; wounded Ahaziah fled & died there—2 Kgs 927; Ezekiel’s prophecy of 

a final battle on “the mountains of Israel—Ezek. 38??) 

 Har-Magedon is symbolic of the final and complete overthrow of all the 
forces of evil (human and demonic). 

 

The seventh and last plague is comprehensive in its destruction (details 

spelled out in the following chapters…The original “Tale of Two Cities”).  

  
4) Consequential Justice – SLIDE9  There is no hint of repentance among the 

unbelievers in scene but rather a complete hardening of their hearts towards 

God like Pharaoh did.  Although the people recognize the God of heaven as 

the source of the plagues, they refuse to repent, totally oblivious to the fact 

that it is God’s mercy and patience that has and continues to sustain them 

and give them time to repent (U-turn). 
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The fact of the matter is that God has given us free will: the power to 

choose right or wrong.  In order for our choices to be meaningful there must be 

real consequences (positive or negative) attached to them. 

 E.g. the movie “Ground Hog Day” (Bill Murray trapped in an endless loop)  

The bowls of God’s wrath that we find poured out in Revelation 16 are, no 

doubt, unimaginably dreadful.  But they are not arbitrary afflictions; they 

represent, rather, a conscious growing into the state one has chosen.   

 “In the last analysis, all that God does subsequently in judicial action towards the 

unbeliever, whether in this life or beyond it, is to show him, and lead him into, the 

full implications of the choice he has made.”(J.I. Packer, Knowing God, p.169) 

 

Implications 

1) Come to the Judge – “There is no refuge from the judging God.  But there is 

refuge in the judging God.  Mercy”Johnson,292  God our judge is also “God our 

Savior”1Tim.2:3 “who want all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge 

of the truth.” (the righteous judge has offer to take our sentence for us—2 

Cor. 521 “God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could 

be made right with God through Christ.”) 

2) Work With the Judge – Deut. 117; Micah 68; Amos 524 

“Righteousness” refers to the moral quality that establishes right order (life-

producing and life-flourishing order—harmony) and “justice” refers to the 

moral quality that restores that order when disturbed.2 

 Justice in the home, in the classroom, in the workplace 

 Justice in the community (local & global) 

 

                                      
2
 See Bruce Waltke, The Book of Proverbs Chapters 1-15 (NICOT, 2004), pp. 97-98. 


