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Welcome back to Theology Thursday. 

I hope we can all get through this pandemic alright. 

I hope humanity learns to value more deeply the presence of other human beings in our lives. 

I hope today is a good day. 

I hope these Theology Thursday videos come across with some respectable degree of competence. 

I hope. Hope. 

Hope is a big word in a small package. 

It encompasses a wide variety of meaning. 

To hope is to desire that which is believed to be possible. Hope believes that what’s possible can be realized. 
These possibilities can be anticipated with either assurance or trepidation. There are those who live as though 
hope were as material a thing as the realities we find ourselves in, and they have some things to say about it. 

Anne Frank said, “I simply can't build my hopes on a foundation of confusion, misery and death. Peace and 
tranquillity will return again.” 

Jim Henson said, “My hope still is to leave the world a bit better than when I got here.” 

There was a time when hope was not looked upon as virtuous.  Classical philosophy considered hope as an 
obstacle to rational living. To spend one’s time pondering hopeful things was to live in a dream world, all but 
shirking the responsibilities and expectation of daily life. To be a hopeful person might have opened one up to 
a great deal of scorn. 

Thankfully, hope in a contemporary Christian context is not so harsh. To hope as a person of faith is to engage 
the world as it is, but with a vision toward what it could be. Jesus often spoke of the kingdom of heaven as a 
place where there is justice and peace; where all people are welcome to the community; where Love is the 
standard we all follow. Jesus said this kingdom of heaven is near us. It’s in our hearts, and in many ways it’s 
within our ability to realize in the world as it currently is. 

Franklin Rosevelt said, “We have always held to the hope, the belief, the conviction that there is a better life, a 
better world, beyond the horizon.” 

What do you hope for? And how can you act to realize that hope? 

Lillian Hellman said, “Things start out as hopes and end up as habits.” 

I hope you found this Theology Thursday video helpful.  See you next time. 

 


