
Sermon Guide April 26, 2020 
“Judgment and Mercy” 

Genesis 19:1-38 
 
Sermon Notes: 

1) If we don’t address the grittier details of life in church, we won’t learn to deal with them in 
a Christian way. 

2) Three things we learn in this passage: 
a) The inches of compromise eventually add up to miles 
b) The imprint of culture is often deeper than we’re aware of 
c) The grace of God is our only hope 

 
Reflect: 

1) Sin is a common experience in this life, but we often treat it incorrectly. Either we 
“normalize” it, as if it doesn’t matter anymore, or we over-state the severity of it, as if 
“any good Christian” would not sin. Which side of this is a bigger struggle for you? How 
can you properly recognize that sin is both lamentable and normal? How can you 
support one another better, recognizing that we all sin (and sometimes it’s gritty!), and 
also recognizing that sin needs to die? 

2) We are called to reach our world and live in the culture around us, and for the good of 
society (Jer 29:7), but we are also called not to be infected with the same sinful 
worldview. What methods have worked for you to hold this tension effectively? 

3) We live in the world and we’re supposed to be pilgrims, but we often get stuck loving the 
world and becoming attached to it. Where are your biggest struggles in this regard? 
What if you were to enter into eternity tonight… what would you be sad to lose? 

4) The messages that we receive from our sinful culture are constant… what steps can you 
take to counteract these messages? If you think of concepts like “read the Bible and 
pray,” try to think of specific ways that could work in your life to counteract cultural lies. 

5) 2 Pet 2:7-8 describes Lot this way: “righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual 
conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he 
was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard).” You 
might be surprised to read this description, given Lot’s actions in Genesis 19. You might 
also be “greatly distressed” by various things in our culture. But how can you be sure to 
stay aware of the “lawless deeds” in your own heart? How can you make sure that the 
sinfulness of the surrounding culture doesn’t numb you to the sinfulness in your heart? 

 
Study: 

1) Read John 17 together. 
a) What is encouraging in this passage? 
b) What is convicting? 
c) How does this passage inform your struggle to be “in the world but not of it”? 
d) What is your hope in this struggle to be holy in a sinful culture? 

 



Pray: 
1) Scripture: Pray through Psalm 19 
2) Identity: Remember as you pray that you’re a new creation in Christ, called to put on 

righteousness. Colossians 3, 2 Cor 5:17 
3) Redemption: You are being changed into the image of Jesus as you gaze on his glory. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 


