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For the people of Portapique, 
neighbours and community, 
grieving today, 
I pray. 

For the victims of the shooting, 
though I don’t know name or number, 
I pray. 

For their pain and their loss, 
for their shock and confusion, 
for all that has happened because of 
this violence, 
I pray your grace, 
your compassion, 
your strong presence, 
your overwhelming love, 
God of all creation. 

In Jesus’ name... 

—A prayer by Right Rev. Richard Bott, United Church  
Moderator, upon first hearing of this tragedy. 

 

 

The Most Rev Mark Strange, Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, offers prayers for victims of the 
attacks in Nova Scotia, and for the people of that 
Province, and across Canada. 

Bishop Mark says: “I know I am joined by members of 
our Church and our communities across Scotland in 
sending love and prayers to the people of Nova Scotia, 
and all of Canada. We are so aware of the pain you will 
be feeling after the dreadful shock of the shootings in 
Portapique, in Enfield and across the Province. We pray 
with you for those who have died, for their families and 
for those traumatized by what they have witnessed. 

“May the God of hill and glen, the God of sea and 
shore be with you through this dark night until you 
can once more glimpse the lightening of the sky as 
the new dawn arrives. Amen.” 

 

 

God of loving-kindness, 
you hold all situations and souls in your hands and 
you are our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in times of trouble. 

You sent Christ into the world 
that we might have life 
and have it abundantly; 
he came as the Prince of Peace 
to a world that is too often violent. 

In the face of harrowing events in Nova Scotia we pray 
for the family, friends, schools, hospitals, care-workers, 
law enforcement agencies and personnel, communities 
and congregations that have been experiencing so much 
shock, loss, grief and pain this week. 

We come to you in grief 
for those whose lives are cut short or are now forever 
changed; and 
we come to you in sorrow and anger 
at the violence in our streets, schools, workplaces                        
and homes. 

Give us strength to be a comfort to those in sorrow; 
give us wisdom to be voices of peace in moments of 
chaos, tension and fear; 
and give us courage to be a force for change in our 
communities. 

And in your grace, let us see the day when the 
circumstances that lead to violence are transformed 
and the guns and weapons that destroy life are made 
into instruments of peace and healing.                                               
These things we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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Churches Canada-wide will be ringing their 
bells today at 2:00 pm Pacific Daylight  Time. 


