
Sermon Guide March 8, 2020 
“The Covenant-making God” 

Gen 17:1-27 
 
Sermon Notes: 
This passage teaches us about: 

1) The passage of time 
a) God is not in a hurry. He knows the right time for his plans to come to fruition. 

2) The nature of God 
a) He negotiates the terms, not us. We don't fashion him into our image. 
b) He can do anything 

3) The exceeding abundance of God's promises. 
a) Ephesians 3:20: he can do exceeding abundantly beyond what we can ask or 

think. 
b) Three things to recognize about God’s promises: 

i) They are eternal 
ii) They are better than we can imagine 
iii) The promises are intensely personal 

4) The proper response to God's covenant 
a) Obedience - faith in Jesus 

 
Reflect: 

1) God is not bound to our timetable, and that is often a struggle for us. What are you 
tempted to be impatient about currently? 

2) Do you struggle to believe certain promises of God are true for you? Which one(s)? 
3) God is often at work in the midst of ordinary life and not just the dramatic things. Why is 

it hard to value the ordinary? What can you do to be grateful for this aspect of God’s 
work? 

4) “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about 
us.” When have you observed in your life the importance of what you think about God? 

5) In what ways are you tempted to try to fashion God into your own image? When do your 
preferences try to override what God has revealed? 

6) What steps can you take to better savor the promises of God? 
 
Study: 

1) Read Ephesians 1:3-14 
a) What stands out to you in this section? Why? 
b) What does this passage teach you about the nature of God that is encouraging? 

Why is it encouraging? 
c) What does this teach you about your inheritance that is encouraging? Why? 
d) What in this passage is challenging or hard to accept? Why? 

 
 



Pray: 
1) Scripture: Pray through Ephesians 1:3-14 together, basking in God’s goodness. 
2) Identity: We are not only sons/daughters, but heirs... Co-heirs with Christ. Pray through 

your struggles and needs remembering you are heirs. 
3) Redemption: Remember as you pray that God is working all things out for good for his 

people, but that this good is a process and culminates not in this life but in eternity. 
 


