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THE DECALOGUE – WORD #7 – PURITY 
100% Pure.  This is the ideal of any product or marketing campaign; to be completely confident that nothing impure or foreign 
is in the end product.  There was a perfectly pure marriage.  There will also be another one.  The first was in the Garden of 
Eden before the Fall.  The marriage of Adam and Eve was 100% pure.  The future marriage will take place in Heaven when 
the Church as the Bride of Christ will be married to him and once again there will be 100% purity.  In between these two 
bookends of what marriage once was and will be again we have to settle for something less than 100%.  Therefore God in his 
infinite wisdom gives us guidelines that will help us to achieve the best we can on this earth: 

Deuteronomy 5:18 “You shall not commit adultery.” 

To Adulterate – “to corrupt, debase, or make impure by the addition of a foreign or inferior substance or element”1 

Adultery – “voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and someone other than that person's current spouse 
or partner”2 

Jesus on the subject of Divorce and Adultery - Matthew 19:3-9 – “Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the 
Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let no one separate.” “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send 
her away?” Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way 
from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman 
commits adultery.” 

Jesus also said in Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” And further down in the same passage 
Matthew 5:31-32 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you that 
anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery.” 

The original plan was based on the 100% solution.  Sin came along and suddenly this was no longer possible, but the ideal 
remains.  But, instead of seeking the ideal, our tendency is to head in the other direction.  Note the Pharisee’s question to 
Jesus. 

A fundamental problem with adultery is that it is so personal and affects us at a primal, base level.  The apostle Paul in 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 speaking about the subject of sexual immorality says: “All other sins a person commits are outside the 
body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your bodies.”  In establishing the relationship between Adam and Eve, God formed the first human family, the first 
human society, the first human community.  It is a fair extrapolation to state that family is a cornerstone of humanity.  It was 
an essential part of God’s design for our interpersonal relationships and for the perpetuation of humanity as a species.  If we 
take everything that is good about a marriage and pollute it with adultery, we have committed a grave sin against God, 
ourselves and the partner to whom we covenanted our love and loyalty.  We have poisoned the one relationship in our lives 
that was intended for our good and the good of any connected with it.  Adultery destroys and even kills any sense of trust 
that pre-existed in our family relationships.  The “oneness / one flesh” spoken of by Jesus has been sundered and even in the 
most optimistic sense of repentance and restoration, can never be what it once was.  While there may be forgiveness we can 
never reset the clock and say “this never happened”.  How much better then is it for us to abide by the original command of 
not committing adultery in the first place?   

Our goal needs to be the sacrificial love and submission spoken of in Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3.  Husbands need to love 
their wives in the absolute way that Christ loved the church and died for her.  Wives need to respect their husbands in the 
same way that Christ submits himself to the Father – 1 Cor 11:3.  If we live like this, our “purity percentage” will be and will 
continue to stay high.  Staying pure in a polluted world is hard work, but by God’s grace it is possible. 

                                                                   
1 Definition from the Merriam Webster Dictionary 
2 Ibid 


