
32 Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ.* Remember how you remained faithful even though 
it meant terrible suffering. 33 Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were beaten, and sometimes you helped 
others who were suffering the same things. 34 You suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when all you 
owned was taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things waiting for you that will last 
forever. 35 So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you! 36 Patient 
endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised. 
37 “For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not delay. 38 And my righteous ones will live by faith.* But I will 
take no pleasure in anyone who turns away.”* 39 But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own 
destruction. We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved. 

VS 1 -- Faith is being sure of what we are hoping for. Being certain of what we can not see. 
VS 2 -- For by it men of old gained God’s approval. 
VS 3 -- By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not 
come from anything that can be seen. 

12:1b - 2 And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
champion who initiates and perfects our faith.

Three Challenges for Today:

1. Put your faith in God it will build a solid house that lasts for ever.
2. Don’t quit.
3. There is no amount of work you can do to earn God’s approval.
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Sure of what I hope in
Gods’ Promises

(God’s good word)

Certain of what I cannot see
God’s Providence
(God’s good hand)

Faith In GodFaith In God

Sure all hope dies with death
Ultimate Meaninglessness 

(My own word)

Certain that what I can’t see 
doesn’t matter

Empty Chance 
(My own hand)

Faith in MeFaith in Me

INVICTUS 
William Ernest Henley 

(Humanist) 
Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 
I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 

  
In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

  
Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 
Finds and shall find me unafraid. 

  
It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll, 
I am the master of my fate; 
I am the captain of my soul.

MY CAPTAIN
Dorothea Day

(Christian)
Out of the night that dazzles me, 

Bright as the sun from pole to pole, 
I thank the God I know to be 

For Christ the conqueror of my soul. 
  

Since His the sway of circumstance, 
I would not wince nor cry aloud. 

Under that rule which men call chance 
My head with joy is humbly bowed. 

  
Beyond this place of sin and tears 

That life with Him! And His the aid, 
Despite the menace of the years, 

Keeps, and shall keep me, unafraid.
I have no fear, though strait the gate, 

He cleared from punishment the scroll. 
Christ is the Master of my fate, 

Christ is the Captain of my soul.


