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THE DECALOGUE – WORD #1 - RELIGION 
The NIV version of the Bible has chosen to translate the preamble to the Decalogue and the first command in Exodus and 
Deuteronomy using exactly the same words: 

Exodus 20:2-3  /  Deuteronomy 5:6-7 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 

God begins by reminding the people of the facts of WHO he is and that he redeemed them out of a life slavery.  In doing so 

he has taken the initiative in establishing a unique relationship between them and himself.  Never before has God acted in 

this manner on a national basis.  Bringing out the people of Israel from Egypt showed that: this had been God’s idea from the 

beginning; the people had been unable to do it for themselves; they had an obligation to acknowledge his sovereignty and 

submit to his Lordship over them.  While this salvation was what they had dreamed and longed for while in Egypt, when it 

happened they were not given the choice of whether to accept it or not.  It just happened.  Staying behind was not an option. 

So now God is telling them in no uncertain terms that He is number one, and that there is no other number to even consider.  

This is a binary “take it or leave it” proposal, and leaving it is really not a good idea.  The words “other gods” are really meant 

to indicate other pagan gods.  Looking back just a few weeks in the Exodus story shows what happens when these pagan gods 

line up against the one and only true God.  Each of the ten plagues that afflicted the Egyptians was a direct confrontation 

with the “gods” of Egypt.   

The Plagues of Jehovah and the Gods of Egypt1 

Exodus Chapt: Vrs Plague Egyptian Gods 

7: 14-25 
Nile turned to 
blood 

Hapi (also called Apis, the bull god of the Nile; Isis, goddess of the Nile;  
Khnum, ram god, guardian of the Nile; and others 

8:1-15 Frogs Heqet, goddess of birth, with a frog head 

8:16-19 Gnats Set, god of the desert and desert storms 

8:20-32 Flies Ra, the sun god; or the god Uatchit, possibly represented by the fly 

9:1-7 Death of livestock Nut, the sky goddess; Osiris, god of crops and fertility 

9:8-12 Boils 
Sekhmet, goddess with power over disease;  
Sunu, the pestilence god; Isis, goddess of healing 

9:13-35 Hail Nut, the sky goddess; Osiris, god of crops and fertility; Set, god of storms 

10:1-20 Locusts Nut, the sky goddess; Osiris, god of crops and fertility 

10:21-29 Darkness Ra, the sun god; Horus, a sun god; Nut, a sky god; Hathor, a sky goddess 

11:1-12:30 Death of Firstborn 
Min, god of reproduction, Heqet, goddess who attended children at childbirth; 
Isis, goddess who protected children; Pharaoh's firstborn son, a god 

One against fifteen.  On human terms these are overwhelming odds.  But from God’s perspective, he effortlessly dismissed 

each Egyptian “god” in turn and showed them all to be powerless in the face of his omnipotence.   

God is number one and there is no number two!  Have we really learned this lesson in our lives?  Do we build our lives on 

this cornerstone?  Do we look to him as the author of life – physically, spiritually, morally, emotionally, and socially?  Is he 

our source, our master, our sovereign, our Lord?  Do we begin with him and include him in everything?  Do we honour him 

with our lives, our decisions, our time, our talents, our treasures?  God is number one and there is no number two!   
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