
THE FAIRNESS IN CHARITABLE GIFTS ACT (C-239) 
 

BACKGROUNDER 

 

CURRENT TAX CREDITS FOR DONATIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES 

UNDER $400:            75% 

$400.01 - $750:          50% 

$750.01 and above:   33.3% 

 

CURRENT TAX CREDIT FOR NON-POLITICAL CHARITABLE 
DONATIONS 

Under $200:  15% 

Above $200:  29% 

 

TAX CREDIT FOR NON-POLITICAL DONATIONS UNDER                   
THE FAIRNESS IN CHARITABLE GIFTS ACT 

Under $400:                 75% 

$400.01 - $750:            50% 

$750.01 and above:     33.3% 

 

Example: 

John, who lives in Toronto, makes donations during the year to the registered charities 

of his choice totalling $400.  

Under the current charitable tax credit system, John would receive a federal tax credit of 

$88.00 and a provincial tax credit of 33.30 for a total of $121.30. The actual cost of his 

donation is $278.70. 

Under the Fairness in Charitable Gifts Act, John would receive a federal tax credit of 

$300 as well as the tax credit of $33.30 from the Province of Ontario, for a total of 

$333.30 in total tax credits. The actual cost of John’s $400 donation would now be only 

$66.70.  In this example, John would be able to more than double his donations without 

feeling it in the pocketbook. 



DONATION LEVELS IN CANADA: 

 

Nationally, the median donation in 2014 was $280, meaning that half of 

those claiming a donation gave more than $280, while the other half gave 

less than $280. (See chart below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERCENTAGE OF CANADIANS DONATING TO 

CHARITIES: 

 

As the chart below demonstrates, while total donation dollars have risen, 
the percentage of Canadians who give to charitable causes has steadily 
declined since 1990.  
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(This number is now down to 21.4% in 2014). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WHERE DONATIONS ARE COMING FROM: 
 
 
The majority of donations in Canada are given by a declining core group of 
larger donors as shown in the chart below.  

 
 

 

 



REASONS FOR NOT GIVING: 
 
 
The most common reason cited for not giving is: 

 
 “Could not afford to give a larger donation”.  
 
The Fairness in Charitable Gifts Act will provide financial incentives to this 
segment of the population to donate to registered charities of their choice. 
 

 
 

 

 


