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Pastor’s Message from Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKING A DENT IN THE UNIVERSE 

 

Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 

John 14:12  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  

Steve Jobs, one of the founders of Apple, was quoted as saying the following when he was trying to recruit a 

prominent job applicant. 

“We are inventing the future. Think about surfing on the front edge of a wave. It’s really exhilarating. Now think 

about dog-paddling at the tail end of that wave. It wouldn’t be anywhere near as much fun. Come down here 

(to Apple) and make a dent in the universe.” 

Jesus is calling us, his disciples to not only make a dent, but remake it. He has recruited us to be a part of the 

greatest enterprise of all: Go Make Disciples!  

At Pentecost, God invested his church with the Spirit. That initial investment has already paid great dividends. 

The very same Spirit that fell on those first disciples dwells within us today. The commission still continues to 

Equip Disciples to Make Disciples. 

I’m looking forward to riding the wave of the Spirit into the future with you, my fellow sisters and brothers of 

LCOS. 

Backed by the power and authority of Jesus, Let us together make a dent in the universe! 

In the Spirits power! 

Pr. Greg 

 

 

Who are you, God? 

In these times of pandemic, mass shootings and overall uncertainty, it helps to discover (or rediscover) the one 

who is certain: Our God. There is no better place then to turn to the Psalms. The messages for the next four 

weeks, I pray, will take us on a journey of remembrance, comfort and hope! 

May 3 - Psalm 23 -The Lord is my Leader 

May 10 - Psalm 31 - The Lord is my Safe Place 

May 17 - Psalm 66 - The Lord is my Fellow Traveler 

May 24 - Psalm 68 - The Lord is my Champion 

 



Board Report by Garry Mihaichuk 

 

 

 

 

 

I pray that this note finds you all safe and healthy. 

 

It is hard to believe that we shut our church facility down on March 17th. The Coronavirus can take away the 

use of our Church facility but it can’t take away our community of believers and family of care. We have gone 

to personal distancing but have become more socially connected. This is when all families must stick 

together to support each other! 

 

We celebrated the ministry of Pastor Julianne on our virtual worship service on Sunday April 19th and wished 

her well on April 23rd as she celebrated her last day at LCOS. There was joy in the celebration of small 

groups, witnessing and unique worship services and sadness when the time came that she was leaving us. 

This sadness only increased with the passing of her mother, Betty Stonehill, on Friday April 24 in London, 

Ontario. This was intensified in this period of COVID-19 with the need to stay away and apart which provides 

no physical support during the grieving period. Our prayers need to continue for Pastor Julianne. 

 

We completed all of the necessary paperwork and approvals to complete the Call for Pastor Greg and he 

prepared to move into the LCOS facility by May 1st. This included his first virtual service which he completed 

on April 29th for the May 3rd Sunday worship service which was recorded in the sanctuary. He also moved 

into his LCOS office in preparation for his ministry and got setup on the phones and computer system. The 

timing of Pastor Greg’s installation in LCOS was discussed with Bishop Larry. Initially Bishop Larry thought 

that we should wait until a time when we could gather. However, when we heard from Alberta Health that 

larger gatherings may not be until August 31st we decided to plan a virtual pastoral installation. Therefore, on 

Sunday, May 10th during our “new normal” virtual worship service, we will be completing Pastor Greg’s 

installation with the South West Area Dean Pastor Kevin Powell. To provide the congregation with an 

opportunity to share in this event, we will celebrate together on Zoom during our virtual fellowship hour (or 

more) on Sunday May 10th at 1:00 pm. 

 

The month of April was our first full month of virtual worship services. These were completed by a dedicated 

group of people: 1) Pastor Julianne worked from home to provide us with a wonderful service via meeting 

software recordings as well as Pastor Dave Saude on April 19th; 2) the praise singers which you all see and 

hear each week from our sanctuary included: Doug, Joan and Scott Drennan, Beth Eberhardt, Reiko 

Formella, Alex and Terrylee McKay, and Bob Montgomery; 3) the slides preparation by Lauren Dzikowski and 

Dorothea Schaab and running of the worship computer by Dorothea Schaab; 4) the videoing and editing of 

the entire worship services by Mike Mihaichuk; and 5) altar decorations provided by Karen Smith. A large 

thanks to you all for providing us with essential spiritual food for our souls. 

 

The staff and a team from LCOS with over 50 members have ensured that every member is called each 

week. This includes Flock Care which continues to provide support in a safe and healthy basis. Pastor 

Julianne, Judy McDonald and Johanne Johanson have worked diligently to prepare the package contents and 

delivery and call systems. There are also volunteers which are delivering items to members when they are 

needed.  One of the best aspects of this terrible situation is that we are bringing people closer together even 

though we are required to stay physically apart. Thanks to all those that are volunteering as it is greatly 

appreciated. You are a blessing to the congregation. If you do require any assistance please contact Pastor 

Greg at 403-464-8254 so he can co-ordinate. 

 



Board Report (continued) 

 

 

Another area of focus for the Board has been our financial viability. It is made up of two very important 

parts: 1) donations and 2) expenses.  

 

Despite being physically shut down in April, the donations made by the congregation for April 2020 for 

general use amounted to $26,239 which was only 6% below April 2019 and 5% below the monthly 

donations in March 2020. Thanks for your continued support of our ministry efforts. We have sent out 

some electronic methods for congregational members that are still financially able to continue making 

donations. This includes the PAR program and using electronic banking at donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

Our financial secretary, Cliff Blumhagen, can be reached at blumhagencg@gmail.com or at 403-936-

0419 if you have questions or need assistance for these transactions. Cliff also examined methods for 

use of a credit card (please use only if you are able to pay your card off each month) and debit cards on 

our website and Judy put this into operation on the website in April. Thanks to Cliff and Judy! 

 

The control of expenses has also been a focus of the Board and our treasurer, Doug Drennan. The 

expenses in April 2020 for general use was $20,414 which was less than our April 2020 budgeted 

expenses. The reduction in expenses allowed us to reduce the year to date revenue to expense deficit to 

$10,442. Doug has been looking at all non-staff salary expenses and has made the following cuts which 

were effective in reducing the April controllable expenses from $5,600 to $1,000 from the following 

areas: 

• utility payments deferred by the city until mid-June 

• bank loan converted to interest only payments 

• suspended phone service at the church 

• a small wage subsidy by the federal government 

• suspension of janitorial and snow removal services 

• reduction in utility costs due to closed facility 

• reduction in some program spending during the disruption 

 

Thanks to Doug for all his work on our behalf which lowered our expenses significantly. 

 

The Board continues to be concerned about the health and welfare of all of you in the congregation 

especially during these times. We are also dedicated to continuing the viability and spiritual strength of 

the LCOS family. Please keep up your contacts in a healthy and medically safe manner but please 

continue. If you have questions for the Board please send them to Garry Mihaichuk electronically at 

gmihaichuk@me.com or over the phone at 403-975-0081. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Garry Mihaichuk 

Board Chair 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:blumhagencg@gmail.com
mailto:gmihaichuk@me.com


Call Committee Report by Garry Mihaichuk 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a new pastor, praise the Lord!  

 

The Call and Employment documentation has been signed and Pastor Greg has made his first virtual worship 

service on April 29th. He is in the process of setting up his office and moving into LCOS.  

 

We wanted to send out Pastor Greg’s note again on Jocelyn, Keltie and Seth to introduce you to the family.  

 

 

 

Pastor Greg’s Note: 

 

Hello!  My name is Greg Smith, and I am your new Senior Pastor.  My family and I moved to Calgary from 

Ontario in September of 2018. We live in the Evergreen neighborhood of SW Calgary. For the past year and a 

half, I have been an Intentional Interim Pastor at Nazareth Lutheran in Standard, AB.  

 

Our family consists of myself, my wife of 16 years, Jocelyn, Keltie (8), and Seth (8), along with my grown 

daughters from my first marriage: Megan (29), Emily (27), and Rachel (24).   My older daughters still live in 

the States, where I am from, and we may use some of my vacation time to make visits to them.  Keltie is an 

intelligent, life-loving, passionate girl in Grade 3. Seth is a funny, smart, spunky boy in Grade 2.  Keltie 

attends Evergreen School, while Seth is in the Bridges program at Prince of Wales in the Parkland 

neighborhood. 

 

Jocelyn is originally from New Brunswick.  She substitute teaches at a number of Christian and private 

schools in the Calgary area.  She also works as an Epicure Consultant, teaching free Cooking Classes and 

selling spices and cookware. She enjoys singing and leading contemporary worship, and we appreciate when 

we get the opportunity to partner together by planning and leading worship in ministry.  

 

My hobbies are reading, playing games with my family, golf, cross-country skiing, going on scenic walks or 

drives, going to costume parties with Joce, and telling puns and jokes. You may get a sense of this, as well as 

my affinity for famous people’s history, from my sermons! One of my favourite quotes is from Brennan 

Manning: “God loves you unconditionally, as you are and not as you should be, because nobody is as they 

should be.” 

   

I love hearing people’s faith stories because there is a sacredness in being let into their lives this way. I am 

really looking forward to the journey God is calling us into together as His church. 

 

Peace and blessings! 

Greg 

Cell: 403-464-8254 email: pastorgreg@oursaviourchurch.ca 

       

mailto:smithphoenix65@gmail.com


Call Committee Report (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Message from Pastor Julianne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace and peace to you. 

 

Good-byes are difficult for many of us, 

including me. Some of you have said adieu, 

others Auf Weidersehen, and just now 

someone wrote “I can’t say goodbye, but I  

can and must say thank you and God bless.”    

 

We believe that God has plans, there is a 

season for everything, and our hope rests in 

the ever present love of God in Christ Jesus.  

 

The well wishes I received in the many cards, 

emails, texts and phone calls has brought 

tears to my eyes. Thank you. 

 

The Pastor appreciation gifts were 

overwhelmingly  generous. Thank you.   

 

Let us continue as fellow workers in the kingdom of God with this prayer:  

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but 

only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

ELW Evening Prayer, Eric Milner White, 1956 

 

With much love, 

Pastor Julianne 



Letter to Congregational Members When a Pastor Leaves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 23, 2020 

 

 

              

To members of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 

 

We recognize that while there are feelings of God speed and good wishes for Pastor Julianne this is also a 

time of grief and letting go taking place between Pastor Julianne and most, if not all of the members of 

LCOS. It is very natural to want to ask Pastor Julianne to come back and preside at special events, such as 

confirmation, baptisms, weddings and funerals; or to continue home and hospital visitation. In order not to 

put any congregation staff or rostered lead in a difficult position we ask that you refrain from doing so. 

Please allow Pastor Greg to become your pastor. 

 

There are clear boundaries set out for rostered leaders, in terms of pastoral care, in our Synodical by-laws. 

According to the Synod of Alberta and the Territories By-Laws, Part III, Section7: 

 

 “A minister shall not preach or perform any ministerial act within the parish of another minister 

 except at the latter’s request or consent, or visit or perform ministerial acts in a time of a ministerial 

 vacancy, except by invitation of the interim minister or congregational council.” 

 

When a rostered leader leaves a congregation, there are bonds of affection between the pastor and 

members of the church, which continue to be cherished. Relationships of friendship may continue but the 

pastoral relationship does not. 

 

If you wish you may contact any of the Board with your questions or concerns or for clarification of this 

request. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Synod of Alberta and the Territories  



Why I Go To Church 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Games Group 

 

We are so blessed to be able to  

communicate with each other by 

phone during this difficult period 

and look forward to the time when 

our games group can meet again 

at the church. 

 

Submitted by Ruth Peterson and 

Eleanor Wilson 

If you’re spiritually alive, you’re going to love this! 

If you’re spiritually dead, you won’t want to read it. 

If you’re spiritually curious, there is still hope! 

 

Why Go To Church? 

 

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church 

every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 

sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and the 

pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.” 

 

This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on 

for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 

 

“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of 

me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this. They all nourished me 

and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be 

physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” 

When you are DOWN to nothing...God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and 

receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment! 

 

All right, now that you’re done reading, send it on! 

I think everyone should read this! 

 

“When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, “Jesus, could you get that for me?” 

 

Submitted by Pat Kaack 



Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

 

  

If you are able to contribute to the church during the church closure due to the Covid 19 pandemic, the 

following are options for giving:  

  

Interac e-transfer:  

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

PAR Program Giving:  

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or 

credit union account. If you sign up by May 01, your monthly donation would begin May 20. Please contact 

the Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign up 

form and with any questions. 

 

Credit Card (NEW): 

Donations are made via the following secure link:                                                                                     

https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now 

 

The quarterly giving statements for quarter 1 were generated in early April and distributed via email to 

givers with an email address on file. For anyone without an email address, the statement can be printed. 

As the church is closed, they will not be printed at this time. Please contact Cliff with any questions. 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:blumhagencg@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now


Brenda Strafford Centre 

 

  

Thank you so much to all those who generously 

donated to our Easter Support Campaign! 

 

On April 14 LCOS delivered 44 pillows and 4 large 

boxes of much needed items to the Brenda Strafford 

Centre.  

 

Annabel Glanville 

 

 

 

As there is still a huge demand for additional pillows, non-perishable food items, hygiene and cleaning 

products we will continue to accept donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to 

make arrangements if you would like to donate  

to this worthwhile cause. 

  

 



COVID-19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

May 2020 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

  

Dear Beloved of God –    

 

Christ is risen.  Alleluia!   

 

You may recall in my correspondence this year for congregational AGM’s these words:   

“Since being called to serve as your bishop, October 2012, my prayer has often been the following: O God, you have 

called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 

Give us faith to go forward with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 

love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

  

One of the reasons I love this prayer is because it is realistic but encouraging, honest but hopeful. It doesn’t deny difficult 

truths, but neither does it succumb to sterile pessimism. It was written in the first part of the twentieth century by a 

Church of England priest named Eric Milner-White. Like many good prayers from another time and place, it sounds like it 

was tailor made for us here and now.”  

  

Little did I know the future when I first penned these words last December.  

  

The prayer is realistic, encouraging, honest, hopeful, no denying of difficult truths nor succumbing to sterile pessimism.   

  

The prayer continues to be ‘tailor made” for us here and now.  The Spirit of God continues to lead us into a future that is 

unfamiliar, with the assurance that God is present, that God’s hand is leading us, and that we are cradled in love.   

  

Friends, you continue to be witnesses to me of Resurrection, to the truth that there is life and hope and promise.  

  

I have experienced in these past weeks so many signs of hope, and of faithfulness, trust, courage, and encouragement: - 

Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, under extraordinary stress, pressure and restraints have poured 

themselves into the work of leadership - Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, tired and weary and wondering, 

have reached out to one another, and to those in their midst, providing pastoral care, connection, compassion and care  

- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, in the midst of an unprecedented time, exercised great skill (and energy 

and time) in preparing and/or searching for worship resources for Holy Week and Easter services - Rostered Ministers 

who gather each Wednesday via ZOOM with Synod Staff for prayer, affirmation and encouragement, updates, and 

connecting - Area Deans who gather weekly with rostered ministers via ZOOM for check-in with each other, study and/or 

prayer - Creativity, ingenuity, openness, support, encouragement, trust, community….  

  

Friends, you have been signs to me of Resurrection life.   

And, I have never been so proud of you.  

  

Alleluia.  Christ is risen, indeed!   

In Christ Jesus –  Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer   

 

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)  


