
Daily Prayers 41 

 
During this Easter season, each Sunday a 
gospel story is shared:  Mary in the garden 
encountering the Risen One; Thomas having 
his doubts shattered; a pair on their way to 
Emmaus, befriended by a stranger whose 
identity is revealed as he breaks bread with 
them; Peter and the others, after a frustrating 
night of fishing, see someone on the beach 
waiting for them as a new day begins.  Each of 
these four stories is an inspiration for the 
sections of a prayer by Joyce Rupp. 
 

 
Praise to you, my risen Redeemer, 

who keeps on challenging the doubt in me, who 
perceives the Thomas in me 

and allows me those graceful times 
when I, too, can put my fingers into the signs 

and wounds of my everyday life 
and there come in contact with you. 

 
Praise to you, my risen Lord,  

who keeps meeting me in the garden of my life 
who keeps on calling my name,  

allowing me to feel  
loved, blessed and cherished. 

 
Praise to you, risen Jesus,  

who walks with me on my Emmaus journeys, 
coaxing the ache out of me,  

comforting and strengthening me 
 with the intimate presence of yourself. 

 
Praise to you, my risen Saviour,  

who surprises me on the sandy beaches  
of my so often planned and programmed life, 

inviting me to come and taste  
what you have prepared. 

Time after time,  
you nourish me  

with all that I need  
to carry your risen presence with me,  

wherever I go and to whomever I meet.  
 

  

 
Celtic Prayers 

 

Pray for ourselves 
 

Circle me, O God, encircle me with your presence. 
Keep joy within, keep bitterness out; 
Keep generosity within, keep greed out; 
Keep love within, keep self-seeking out; 
Keep light within, keep darkness out.  Amen 
 

Prayer for those on our heart 
 

Circle, O God, (name the person(s) you are praying 
for), encircle them with your presence. 
Keep wholeness within, keep sickness out; 
Keep hope within, keep despair out; 
Keep peace within, keep turmoil out; 
Keep light within, keep darkness out.  Amen 
 

Prayer for Peacemakers 
 

Circle, O God, those who work for peace,                    
encircle them with your presence. 
Keep wisdom within, keep folly out; 
Keep strength within, keep weariness out; 
Keep hope within, keep despair out; 
Keep light within, keep darkness out.  Amen 
 

Ruth Jewell, adapted 
 

 
 

                             An Old Celtic Blessing 
 

                     May God give you... 
                     For every storm, a rainbow,  
                     For every tear, a smile, 
                     For every care, a promise, 
                     And a blessing in each trial. 
                     For every problem life sends, 
                     A faithful friend to share, 
                     For every sigh, a sweet song, 
                     And an answer for each prayer. 

 

 


