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WELCOME  
We are glad you have joined us for worship this evening.  

There are candles in the Chapel for those who wish to light one and say a prayer at any time before 
and during the service. Please turn off all cell phones and pagers. 

Christmas Letter For 2014 
There are of course many film versions of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”.  I believe I have seen most of them and enjoyed 

them all, as this is one of the greatest fictional tales about Christmas and what the message of Christmas really means in the hearts 

of people.  The other night I was very delighted to watch a more recent version starring the late, great actor George C. Scott as 

Ebenezer Scrooge.  Mr. Scott gave a wonderful performance and his transformation in the final scenes was remarkable.  It was as 

though his whole face had changed and in his eyes you could see both joy and sorrow.  Joy in the fact that he had finally found 

what Christmas is really all about and sorrow in that it had taken him so long to do so.  In the end he was a changed man and you 

could just see the spirit, I believe the Holy Spirit, radiating from the light in his eyes. 

 The real Christmas story is of course that Jesus was born unto us and the Christmas message is, in part, that His birth is 

meant to transform us, and in so doing transform the world through love.  As we journey in this season of Advent towards the 

light of Bethlehem let us all be aware of the incredible invitation God is giving to us by the birth of Jesus.  God is inviting all of us 

to dream out load again and place all our hopes and dreams in His hands.  The Christ child was and still is a new start for the 

world, a new start that can bring the peace, joy and love God wants for us all.  God is inviting all of us to let in the Holy Spirit and 

be wonderstruck once again by the fact that God so loved the world He sent Jesus to be among is and to renew our spirit of hope 

and open the door of possibilities.  

 This past year at St John’s has been a very significant one in the history of the Parish.  In the summer we retired our 

debt and started a new course to financial stability and growth.  We also hosted our New Bishop at the regional joint service in the 

spring and she was very impressed with what we are doing as a congregation here at the church and in the community.  We 

launched our new website in September, and we have had many positive comments and literally hundreds of visits to the site.  As 

well, we celebrated our 115th anniversary in October and with the help of numerous volunteers it was a huge success with over 

two hundred people attending both the service and the after service luncheon.      

 I think it is remarkable to consider that Christmas has been celebrated at St John’s now for one hundred and fifteen 

years.  I think of all the people in all of the different times and what worshipping here on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day must 

have meant to them.  During the First World War and again in World War Two I think of the parents and others who must have 

prayed for a safe return home for a loved one.  I think of the people in the Great Depression who must have come here and found 

inspiration in the fact the God loved them.  I think of all the families who came here even though the weather outside was truly 

frightful because they would never miss Christmas at St John’s.  I think of all the children who over the years have touched the 

crèche and felt safe because they were reminded that Jesus loves them.  I think of all of us today and I am so proud and thrilled to 

be a part of this great tradition. 

 As the birth of Jesus renews our spirit of hope and opens the door of possibilities St John’s looks to a very bright future. 

I would like to wish you and all those you love a very Merry Christmas.  I know that the love and joy I find at Christmas  

transforms me every year.  May we all in our own way find the Christ child this year and begin again to dream out loud. 

Many Blessings,       The Rev. Patrick Blaney 

 

Ministering today at our 11:00 p.m. Service 
Celebrant      The Reverend Patrick Blaney 

Musician     Galina Martyniouk,  piano and organ 
Choir Director    Christie Smith 

Clarinet     Deborah Foster 
Guest Musicians   Catherine Crouch, Soprano; Roxana Whetham, Violin;   
     Roberto Dela Rosa, Cello 
Liturgical Deacon     Glenn McDonald 

Crucifer     Jessica Mensah 
Server     Hazel Breakey      
Readers    Maria Morellato, Linda Harrison  
Intercessor/Prayers of the People    Maria Morellato 
Eucharistic Administrators:    Chris deBeaupre, Linda Harrison, 
     Maria Morellato, Glenn McDonald 
Greeter     Glenn McDonald 

    



 3 Prelude: Carol Singing 
Processional Hymn 
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The Collect 
 

Celebrant Eternal God,  
All  this holy night is radiant  

  with the brilliance of your one true light. 
  As we have known  

  the revelation of that light on earth,  
  bring us to see the splendor of your heavenly glory; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
  who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

  One God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

  

The Gathering of the Community 
 

Celebrant     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all. 

All   And also with you. 
 

Celebrant     Almighty God, 

All    to you all hearts are open, 
    all desires are known, 

    and from you no secrets are hidden. 
    Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

    By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 That we may perfectly love you, and worthily,  

 magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord, Amen.  
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Advent Candle-Lighting Liturgy 

 
Liturgy for the Christ Candle at Christmas - Fulfillment 

 
First Voice  The Advent time of waiting and preparing is over! 

  We have lit four candles that remind us about  
  longing and peace and joy and love.  

 
  (The four Advent candles are lit)  

 
Second Voice These candles remind us that God promises to be 

  with us, to comfort us, to help us rejoice, and to 
  teach us to love.  

 
First Voice  Today we celebrate that God has come to be with 

  us in  the baby called Jesus.  
 
Second Voice  Today we light one more candle, and we call it the 

  Christ candle. 
 
    (The white Christ candle is lit)  
 

  This candle reminds us of all God has done for us. 
  God fills us with good  things, like hope and peace 
  and joy and love. God is faithful to us. God is with 
  us, now and always.  

 
All   O God, come, travel with us through our  

  lives. Give us courage to spread your light in 
  the world.  Amen. 
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Tonight we sing all verses of the Advent Hymn: "A Candle is Burning"  

Tune of  "Away In A Manger.  
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The Proclamation of the Word 
 

The First Reading: read by Maria Morellato 
A Reading from the Prophet of Isaiah 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined.  
You have multiplied the nation, 

   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 

   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 

   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.    Isaiah 9: 2—7 
 
The reader ends the lesson with: 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Amen. 
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Psalm 96 
 
O sing to the Lord a new song; 
   sing to the Lord, all the earth.  

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 
   tell of his salvation from day to day.  

Declare his glory among the nations, 
   his marvellous works among all the peoples.  

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
   he is to be revered above all gods.  

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
   but the Lord made the heavens.  

Honour and majesty are before him; 
   strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 

   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

   bring an offering, and come into his courts.  
Worship the Lord in holy splendour; 

   tremble before him, all the earth.  
Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king! 

   The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
   He will judge the peoples with equity.’  

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
   let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  

   let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  

   before the Lord; for he is coming, 
   for he is coming to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

   and the peoples with his truth. 
 

Psalm Prayer 

We worship you, God of glory, in the beauty of holiness, and 
we joyfully proclaim your just and righteous rule,  

established for all, through your Son Jesus Christ the Lord.  
Amen. 
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The Second Reading:  read by Juanita Clark 

  A Reading from the Letter to Titus 

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training 

us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age 
to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait 

for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he 

might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds.    Titus 2: 11—14 

 The reader ends the lesson with: 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.    
All  Amen. 
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Gradual Hymn 

 



 11 The Gospel  - Christmas Eve  
All stand for the Gospel. Before the reading of the Gospel, the first half of the Gradual 
Hymn is sung. 

Liturgical Deacon  The Lord be with you 
All     And also with you 
Liturgical Deacon   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

    Luke. 
All   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be  

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to  
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a  

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 

the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
 praising God and saying,  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace to all people!’ 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
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When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.      Luke 2: 1-20   

           
Liturgical Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 

All   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 At the conclusion of the Gospel, the second half of the Gradual Hymn is sung. 

Sermon  The Reverend Patrick Blaney 

 

Time for Reflection 
Choir Anthem    Morning Star 
      Words: Susan Bentall Boersma 
      Music: Lloyd Larson 

 
Celebrant  Let us confess our faith as we say, 

All  We believe in one God,  

  the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  

  of all that is, seen and unseen.  
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  

  God from God, light from light,  
  true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father;  

  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation  

  He came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary  

  and was made man.  
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  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father.  

  With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified,  
  He has spoken through the prophets.  

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
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Prayers of the People (Cont.) 

 
The Church: Bishop Melissa, Archbishop John, Fred our Primate, and Patrick our Priest; 

St. John’s Cathedral, Taipei - The Very Reverend Samuel Y.C. Lin, Dean (twinned with 

Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver);  St. John the Apostle, Port Moody - The Venerable 

Grant Rodgers,  The Reverend Anne Anchor, The Reverend Trudi Shaw; St. John the  

Evangelist, North Vancouver - The Reverend Patrick Blaney; St. John the Divine, Maple 

Ridge - The Reverend Charles Balfour, The Reverend Margaret Cole; St. John the Divine, 

Squamish - The Reverend Nicholas Parker; St. John the Beloved, Shaughnessy -  

The Reverend Michael Fuller 

The Local Community:  City & District of North Vancouver, Queen Mary  

Community School. 

The World:   Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

Where there is darkness, light;  

And where there is sadness, joy.   

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled  as to console;  

To be understood, as to understand;  

To be loved, as to love;  

For it is in giving that we receive,  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

Those in Need: For those who are sick, hospitalized and in need of our prayers.   

This week, our prayers are requested especially for these members and friends of our  

St. John’s faith Community:  Anna, Berna, Joan T., June, Wendy, Moyra, Rose, Tess, Bruce 

& Ann, Gail, Gary D., Frances T., Dianne & James, Connie, Alexandra V, Ingrid, Richard, 

Romilda, Denise, Stan, Terry & Ruth, Luann & George, Barbara, Drew Shoeffer and his 

family and friends, & Gordon.  

 
The Dearly Departed: Those dear to us who are forever in our hearts. 

 

In thanksgiving: in our cycle of prayer, we pray for these members of our faith  

community:  Stuart Newton, Ron & Rosemary Paxon, Michele & Ron Payne, Leeann Price, 

Beverly Provost, Mona & Maikel Rezk, Jean Sampy, Berna Scholey.  



 15 Confession and Absolution 
 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 
  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

  he welcomes sinners 
  and invites them to his table. 

  Let us confess our sins, 
  confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept 

 

Celebrant Most merciful God, 
All  we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 

  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 
  that we may delight in your will, 

  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

  and keep you in eternal life; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen 

 

The Peace 
We stand as we are able and greet our neighbours in the peace of Christ. 

 

Celebrant       May the peace of Christ always be with you 
All                 And also with you.   
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Offertory Hymn  
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Gifts  
Representatives of the people present the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist 

(with money and other gifts for the needs and responsibilities of the Church) to the 

deacon or celebrant before the altar.  

The Prayer Over the Gifts 

Celebrant Source of light and gladness, 
All  accept all we offer on this joyful feast.   

  May we grow up in him who unites our 
  lives to yours; 

  For He is Lord now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving /Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise 

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, 

  creator of heaven and earth; 
  we give you thanks and praise 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
  who in the mystery of his incarnation 

  was made perfect man 
  of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; 

  in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. 
  Therefore with all the angels of heaven, 

  we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise 
  to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

  God of power and might, 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

  God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest, 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest, 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

  for the goodness and love 
  you have made known to us in creation; 

  in calling Israel to be your people; 
  in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

  and above all in the Word made flesh, 
  Jesus your Son. 
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Celebrant For in these last days you sent him 
  to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

   
  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

  and made us worthy to stand before you. 
  In him, you have brought us 

  out of error into truth, 
  out of isolation into community, 

  out of death into life. 
   

  On the night he was handed over 
  to suffering and death, 

  a death he freely accepted, 

  our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
  and when he had given thanks to you, 

  he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
  and said, “ Take, eat: 

  this is my body which is given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

   
  After supper he took the cup of wine; 

  and when he had given thanks, 
  he gave it to them, 

  and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
  this is my blood of the new covenant, 

  which is shed for you and for many 
  for the forgiveness of sins. 

  Whenever you drink it, 

  do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All   we remember his death, 
  we proclaim his resurrection, 

  we await his coming in glory; 
  

The Great Thanksgiving (cont.) 
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The Great Thanksgiving (cont.) 

Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice 
  of praise and thanksgiving 

  to you, Lord of all; 
  presenting to you, from your creation, 

  this bread and this wine. 
   

  We pray you, gracious God, 

  to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
  that they may be the sacrament 

  of the body of Christ 
  and his blood of the new covenant. 

  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
  that we, made acceptable in him, 

  may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
   

  In the fullness of time, 
  reconcile all things in Christ, 

  and make them new, 
  and bring us to that city of light 

  where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  the firstborn of all creation, 

  the head of the Church, 
  and the author of our salvation; 

  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 
  now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 



 21 The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant We break this bread 

  To share in the body of Christ. 
All  We, being many, are one body, 

  For we all share in the one bread. 
   

The Communion 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God, for the people of God 

All  Thanks be to God 
 

All who love God and desire Christ are welcome to receive communion at this table.  

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the Eucharistic Administrator know if you 

wish to receive one.  Anyone desiring a blessing should fold their arms across their chest 

after receiving communion, as an indication to the priest.   
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Music During Communion 
 
Choir Anthems Winter Solstice Lullaby  (Garrett/Wainwright) 
   Petit Enfant (Trad. French arr. Schram) 

   Night of Silence (Kantor) 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Celebrant Father of all, 
All  tonight you have united earth and heaven  

  in sending your Son to take our human nature. 
  May we who have tasted heavenly things  

  share in the life of his eternal kingdom. 
  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 
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Hymn 
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The Doxology 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All  Whose power, working in us,  

  can do infinitely more 
Than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 
In the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
The Blessing 

Recessional Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
1.  O  Come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 

 come and behold him, born the King of angels, 
 

Refrain 
 O come, let us adore him,  

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
2.  God of God, light of light, 

 lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb, 
 very God, begotten, not created: 

 

Refrain 
 O come, let us adore him,  

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
3.  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exaltation, 

 sing all ye citizens of heaven above, 
 glory to God in the highest: 

 
 



 25  Recessional Hymn (Cont.) 
 
Refrain 

 O come, let us adore him,  
 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

4. Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

 Jesus, to thee be glory given, 
 word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

 
Refrain 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Liturgical Deacon Go in peace to seek the spirit of God among all people 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

We wish you all a wonderful Christmas spent with 
those you hold dear. 
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