
 

 

As the “lock down” continues– Two extremes... 
* Social Distance Warriors  
* Anti-Lock Down Critics 

 Raises the Question:  How should Christians respond 
  to their government?  
 
 
 

I. The Basics 
A. Three Institutions:                                                                              
 
 

“Established for your good” (13:4) 
• Each with their own authority & boundaries (limits) 
• Each is accountable to God 

 

B. Treat those in authority with respect: Rom.13:6-7 
 “Honor & obey” (e.g. pay taxes)  

 e.g.– Required quarantine/isolation in the Bible (Lev.13-14) 

 

C. Be subject to your governing authorities: 
          Rom.13:1,5 “Submit” (No type of government described) 

• Citizens who do right– free from fear; peace  
• Those who break the law– judgement, terror/fear    

 Principle: When we rebel against these authorities,  

  we are rebelling against God (13:2) 

II. The Practice 

A.  There is only one Perfect Ruler: Jesus Christ 
Our government authorities/leaders: 
• Good traits– good goals, well intentioned 
• Bad traits– wrong, fallible, sinful, corrupt… 
• They are human (like you and I) - Give them grace! 

 
B.    The Exception Rule: “OBEY unless they overstep their 
 authority”- Require a Christian to violate God’s Law. 
 e.g.— Ex.1– Midwives refused to obey Pharaoh (kill boys)  

           Dan.3– Fiery Furnace (Idolatry) 

           Dan.6– Lion’s Den (Pray) 

Acts 4:19 NLT (Peter to leaders) "Do you think God wants us to obey      
 you rather than Him?” (5:29) 

 

C.    Influence Into Decisions: As a people we  have the 
 right to give our leaders feedback, insight, opinion.  

• Conversations, petitions, voting… 
• Requires awareness and willingness to take action. 
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Letting the spiritual impact the                        Letting the spiritual impact the                        

physical world you live in!physical world you live in! 

Scripture: Romans 13:1-7 

“Government  & God” 
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Application:  
 After you have listened to the sermon from our website (YouTube), take 
 some personal time to consider the following application questions: 

1.  Isolation or Community: Is community critical for the Christian? God   
designed us for fellowship. Long term isolation can have detrimental impact on us 
both emotionally and spiritually.  Heb 10:25 (NLT) “And let us not neglect our meeting                        
together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return                   
is drawing near.” 

 How has ‘not attending church’ impacted you personally? Spiritually? 
 
 
 
 What do you miss most?  
 
 
 
 When is it no longer appropriate for us to remain apart?  
 
 
 
2. Obedience or Defiance: The Christian must always keep a balance. 

When should we obey our authorities? When should we refuse to submit? 
How should that refusal be expressed?  

 
 
 
 
3. Protection or Bubble-Wrapping: In the 70’s-80’s two terms started to 

be used for over-protective parents- “Helicopter Parents” (always hovering) and 
“bubble-wrapped” kids (so they won’t get hurt). This over-protection resulted in 
children that failed to develop a sense autonomy (able to deal with problems), 
accountability and confidence. 

 When should the government step in to protect their people; when are 
they being over-protective? What is the result of over-protection in           
society?  

 
 
 
 

4. God’s Sovereignty: The biblical term “Plague” refers to any disease re-
sulting in a high mortality. It is often a sign or message from God that invites 
change and repentance (see Rev.9:20-21).  

 Do you think that CoVid 19 is a plague? How spiritually do you think our 
world is responding? Explain.  

 
 
 

Jer. 29:11-13 “For I know the 
plans I have for you," 
declares the Lord, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. Then you will 
call upon me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen 
to you. You will seek me and 
find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.” NIV 

 

Mark 12:17 “Then Jesus said to 
them, "Give to Caesar what 
is Caesar's and to God what 
is God's." NIV 

 

1 Peter 2:17 “Show proper 
respect to everyone: Love the 
brotherhood of believers, 
fear God, honor the king.” 
NIV 

 

Acts 5:29 “Peter and the other 
apostles replied: "We must 
obey God rather than men!” 

  NIV 
 

Dan 4:17 “...so that the living 
may know that the Most 
High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men and gives 
them to anyone he wishes 
and sets over them the 
lowliest of men.” NIV (also 
Dan.2:20-21) 

 

Luke 22:25-26 “Jesus said to 
them, "The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; 
and those who exercise 
authority over them call 
themselves Benefactors (a 
worker of good). But you are 
not to be like that. Instead, 
the greatest among you 
should be like the youngest, 
and the one who rules like 
the one who serves.” NIV 

 

1 Tim 2:1-2 “I urge, then, first of 
all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone— for 
kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.” NIV 

 

John 19:11 “Jesus answered 
(Pilate; Government), "You 
would have no power over 
me if it were not given to 
you from above.” NIV 

 

Prov 27:12 “A prudent person 
foresees danger and takes 
precautions. The simpleton 
goes blindly on and suffers 
the consequences.” (NLT) 


