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THE DECALOGUE – WORD #3 - REVERENCE 
We’ve seen that God has declared himself to be the only one we should worship but with that comes with the problem of his 
invisibility.  The third command takes this one step further and tells us in our relationship with him we are not to take him 
for granted or to treat him with disrespect.  So we are supposed to worship an invisible God with reverence.   

Exodus 20:7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name.” 

Or restated “ . . . don’t mess around with him or take him for granted” 

On the surface of it, this is more than a little difficult.  It is so easy to feel awed or show great respect in the presence of a 
great person.  We may be a little tongue-tied and not know what to say.  This is normal.  It is far more difficult to have the 
same sense of awe and respect for someone we can’t see or sense with our physical faculties.  Because of this it becomes 
very easy for us to make assumptions, or have our own ideas of what is appropriate.  At least for the people of Israel they 
had seen the lightning and heard the thunder emanating from Mt Sinai.  They had seen the way that God had opened up the 
Red sea for them to walk through and then seen the way that the pursuing Egyptian army was swallowed up by the same sea 
when the waves were no longer held back by the “hand” of god.  They had seen how God had punished the Egyptians with 
the ten plagues and how they had been spared the effects of those same plagues.  This was all first-hand experience for them 
in the recent weeks.   

But what about going forward?  What about next steps?  What about the next generation?  As humans we seem to have very 
short memories of past victories when we are confronted present difficulties.  Rather than blame ourselves or take 
responsibility for what is happening, we look for someone else to blame.  One very common profanity that we hear constantly 
is the phrase “God-damned . . . “, as if it was God’s fault that something was happening.  We also hear the name of Jesus 
being used as a common swear word as well.   

The phrase “misuse the name of the Lord your God” literally means “to lift it up to or attach it to emptiness”1.  In essence this 
is part of the definition of profanity – to use language that is socially offensive; to say things that deliberately desecrate or 
disrespect what is holy; to assign negative connotations to what is generally seen as a positive concept.   

But the third command is not just a warning against profanity.  It is also a clear message from God that we are not to try to 
manipulate him (or others) by the way we use his name in speech.2  Going back to the phrase “God-damned . . . “, this is 
clearly an attempt to misuse the name of God and put him in a negative light.  The use of this phrase falsely states that it is 
God’s fault or responsibility that something does not work or that there is something wrong.  The other use of this phrase is 
to curse, or place a sense of shame on someone for whatever reason.  Another phrase that we commonly hear is designated 
by the initials “OMG” or spelled out fully, “Oh my god!”  Of course, some people substitute the word “gosh” for god but the 
basic meaning has not changed.  Again we are attaching the name of God to an exclamatory (and profane) statement that 
lowers our sense of the holiness, righteousness and uniqueness of God.  

The second part of the command again points out that disrespecting God comes with a cost.  To be declared “Guilty” by God 
is not something to be taken lightly.  Guilt is always associated with a penalty.  It is not clear in this verse what the penalty 
will be for those who disrespect God but we are reminded Numbers 14:18 that while “The Lord is slow to anger, abounding 
in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;” and then in Romans 6:23 that “the wages 
of sin is death . . . “.  Rather sobering!   

So at this point we have to pause and review our relationship with God.  He is unique, and we need to recognize that his 
uniqueness makes him worthy above all others to receive our worship.  But we can’t worship what we don’t know, so what 
do we know about him not just from a factual but from a relational point of view?  What kind of person is he?  What kind of 
people are we?  Are we compatible?  I hope that as we move on we see that in fact God has our best interests in mind and 
wants to have a good relationship with us.  But remember he is the one who sets the parameters, the boundaries, not us.  He 
does this because he knows what is good for us and what is not.  At every step of the way he advises us “do it this way and 
you will be blessed”.  We ignore his word at our peril.   

 
1 Bible Knowledge Commentary – John Walvoord and Roy Zuck commentary on Deuteronomy 5:11 
2 Ibid 


