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THE DECALOGUE – WORD #2 - WORSHIP 
The second command builds on the first, which spoke of the uniqueness1 of God.  His uniqueness results in Exodus 20:4-6: 
“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water 
under the earth.  You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity  of 
the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to 
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.” 

Or to put it another way “Don’t try to replicate, replace or redesign me into something that suits you.  You and your family 
will have to live with the consequences for a long time.” 

Our human problem is that we always think we know better.  We always think that with our rational problem-solving minds 
we can come up with an answer to any problem.  And WHAT is the problem here?  God is spirit (John 4:24); no one has ever 
seen God (John 1:18); we cannot see the face of God and live (Ex 33:20).  God is not visible.  How then do we worship an 
invisible being?  Our problem-solving minds seek a physical solution for a spiritual problem.  And God anticipates this in the 
second command.  So why the prohibition?  Simply put, no replication, duplication, representation, or imaginative creation 
of ours would even begin to accurately depict God.  Our minds are not big enough, our abilities are not creative enough, our 
inherent sinfulness is a barrier and there is just no way to make something that does justice to the worship of God and God 
himself.  But none of that seems to stop us from trying.   

Throughout the ages, humanity has worked very hard to find something or someone else to worship other than God himself.  
The desire to worship is inherent to our very being and can, according to the “humanity user’s manual” (the Bible), only truly 
be satisfied if we are worshiping God.  If we are not, then we will find something else to “worship”.  Which of course brings 
us to the second part of this command.  Setting up something to worship which is not God will have a lasting effect on us, our 
children and their children and their children (and so on).  When we place spiritual value on something other than God and 
give it our worship, in whatever form, then this message will be passed on to our family and their families.  So a continuing 
question we need to keep answering is “what or who do I admire, give honour to, serve, venerate, spend my free time with 
or doing, value, praise, respect, cherish and or love?”  You get the idea.   

There is a saying “You are what you eat”, but if we put this another way, “You are what you spend time taking into your life”.  
Our children see what we value and make a decision to live their lives either accepting or rejecting those values.  
Generationally we think that each new generation is different from the previous but in reality it is simply the trajectory of 
that generation that is different.  There are some core human values that do not change2 and if they are not in alignment 
with the things God says we should value3 then we are setting ourselves and our families up for problems.   

On the other hand, if we pay attention to how God wants us to worship and we value the things that he values then there is 
a blessing.  God will demonstrate toward us his “loyal love” (faithfulness, goodness, kindness, mercy, unchanging love - that’s 
the meaning of the original Hebrew word).  So once again we have what appears to be a “no-brainer” choice.  On the one 
hand we can decide that God is not worthy of worship and we will strike out on our own and find something or someone else 
in which to place our hope, confidence and trust; OR we can do it God’s way and be assured from the words of his mouth in 
Deuteronomy 31:8 “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.” 

 
1 Meriam Webster Dictionary : being the only one : sole : being without a like or equal : unequaled 
2 The Theory of Basic Human values, developed by Shalom H. Schwartz, - Wikipedia 
3 Start with the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 


