
Daily Prayers 43 

 

 

Prayer to the Good 
Shepherd 

Lord of the 23rd Psalm, 

I have known death, 

and you have refreshed my soul. 

I have known fear, 

and you have comforted me. 

I have known hunger, 

and you have set a feast before me. 

In the darkest valley 

no calamity of humankind or nature has 

separated us. 

Teach me to walk as you walk 

Beside those in mourning 

so that they will know joy, 

Beside those in fear 

that they will know comfort, 

Beside those in hunger 

that they will feast until their cup 

overflows. 

 
May 3rd is known as Good Shepherd Sunday. 
The image of Jesus as the ‘good shepherd’,  
reminds many of idyllic pictures of a Jesus with 
flowing robes, cuddling a tiny lamb, while other 
sheep lie peacefully at his feet.  Unreal!  West 
Australian biblical theologian William Loader says: 
 
“The ancient shepherd of Palestine or Asia Minor 
had to be tough, worked often in areas of sparse 
growth, frequently amid danger from wild animals 
and sheep stealers, and, above all, had to protect 
the flock, especially at night...  John 10 reflects 
this less than idyllic world.  The bland teddy bear 
image gives way to a picture of tension: positively, 
a shepherd doing his job to the utmost; negatively, 
dangers which threaten the sheep... and which 
will kill him.  Life and death dance together.” 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

As your goodness and love follow me, 

May mine follow my neighbor 

That the threat of the worst terrors 

May turn to the knowledge of the comforts 

of 

the house of the Lord, 

Where you have invited us to dwell forever. 

And so let me strive to help build on earth 

What you have promised us in heaven. 

In the face of all calamity, present and yet to 

come, 

Let me lead my neighbor beside quiet 

waters, 

The quiet waters of the Good Shepherd.   

    AMEN     
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