
May 3 – At Home Youth Lesson – A Picture of the Early Church 
Praise: Start your time in worship together as a family by following the order of service posted by Westview.  
Pray: Take some time to invite Holy Spirit into your home (or wherever you are today). Ask God to reveal to you what 
you need, and ask God to fulfill your needs. Jesus doesn’t want perfect prayer or perfect words, remember Holy Spirit 
is translating and interceding for you anyways. Sit in silence or speak, allow prayer to lead to intimacy with Jesus. As 
we learn about the early church, ask God for vision for the church today. 
Review: Last Sunday we learned about the coming of Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  
Read: Acts 2:42-47 
Ask: What are some characteristics of this church described here? Run through a brief discussion about where they 
see these following characteristics at work in your church or youth group or home, and how they might work to see it 
more prevalent. 
CHARACTERISTIC 1:  They devoted themselves to growing in their faith. 

• Where do we see this pictured?  
o Answer: Acts 2:42 says, “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching.” 

CHARACTERISTIC 2:  They experienced God working through them and their friends. 
• Where do we see this pictured? Where do you see this now? 

o Answer: Acts 2:43 says, “And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles.” 

CHARACTERISTIC 3:  They selflessly served others. 
• Where do we see this pictured? Where do you see this now? 

o Answer: Acts 2:44-45 says, “And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need.” 

CHARACTERISTIC 4: They were committed to growing their friendships. 
• Where do we see this pictured? Where do you see this now? 

o Answer: Acts 2:42 says, “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship . . 
.” Acts 2:46 says, “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes 
. . .” 

CHARACTERISTIC 5:  They actively praised God together. 
• Where do we see this pictured? Where do you see this now? 

o Answer: Acts 2:46-47 says, “[46] And day by day, attending the temple together . . . [47]praising 
God.” 

CHARACTERISTIC 6: They committed to growing their community. 
• Where do we see this pictured? Where do you see this now? 

o Answer: Acts 2:47 says, “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.” 

If as a church and/or youth group could effectively live out all of these characteristics, what kind of impact would 
we have on the world? A pretty amazing one, wouldn’t we? The tendency is for us to look at this list of 
characteristics and see it as an ideal, something that can’t ever be achieved across the board. But the problem is 
that this is not an ideal that can’t be achieved. It’s God’s plan for the church! This is how God expects us to 
interact with each other and the world.  
Read: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
In these verses Paul teaches us that following the message of the Cross (the Gospel) is foolishness to the world. The 
church has always been a place that counters the culture of the world. The wisdom and power that is in the Gospel 
message will always be the means by which God draws people to Himself, growing and preserving His church. 
Questions/Discussion: 
How is the church counter cultural today? How can you be challenged to be obedient to God first? What areas in 
your life does worldly wisdom distract you from the love of God? 
Conclusion/ Challenge:  
Ask God to give you wisdom this week, and to see where you can be like the church that lives according to God’s 
wisdom and not the worlds.  


