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West Point Grey United Church 
 

May 2020 
 

 

 
  
from Hyuk’s Living Room 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
I hope you are well during this pandemic by a new and anxiety-provoking virus. It has been over a 
month now since we have been keeping apart from one another, practising physical distancing. I am 
missing you so much. However, it has been a joy to meet you at the virtual gathering of our church 
family via ZOOM. Every Sunday we have had about 40 – 50 people participating, on Easter over 60. 
We are reminded that our faith community is healthy and strong. We are staying apart, yet we are 
connected in the Spirit.  
 
As we were coping with this pandemic, we heard the sad news about the rampage in Nova Scotia. 
Our hearts are filled with pain and bewilderment at the act of violence that took the lives of so 
many. This violence reminds me of the biblical story, “On the Road to Emmaus” (Luke 24: 13-35). 
Like the followers of Jesus in the first century, our hearts are heavy with grief and our minds are 
saddened by the violence. The disciples’ loved one has been killed and their hope has died along 
with his death. Two followers of Jesus are journeying from Jerusalem to a village named Emmaus. 
Their heads and shoulders are down and they hardly have enough energy to keep on with their 
journey. At that time they are joined by a stranger, whom we know to be the risen Christ. But they 
do not recognize him.   
 
As they reach Emmaus, the stranger is about to leave them, but they say to him, in wonderfully 
evocative words, “Stay with us, for it is evening and the day is far spent.” Stay with us, for the night 
is coming on. The stranger agrees to do so. They sit down at table together, and the stranger takes 
bread, blesses it, breaks it and gives it to them – and with that, Luke tells us, they recognized him.  
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When Jesus breaks the bread, the memory of him doing that with his disciples brings them to 
recognize him. They remember the meals with the crowds of people beside the lake and many more 
with the poor. Memory allows them to recognize Jesus; memory recalls to them the vision of Jesus. 
Now the vision of Jesus lives with them. Even though Jesus vanishes from their sight, it doesn’t 
matter because the Spirit of Jesus is now with them. Indeed, Jesus may be closer than ever through 
his presence in the Spirit. So as soon as they experience Jesus’ presence with them they turn their 
feet back in the direction of Jerusalem in high spirits. The memory and the Spirit encourage them to 
go back to Jerusalem, the centre of their religious system and the power of Roman colonialism.  
 
Even though we are saddened at the shooting in Nova Scotia, we are comforted by the presence of 
God who journeys with us. With God we will continue to journey with others in believing love is 
stronger than hate. With you and others we continue to practise hospitality and companionship in 
our breaking of bread with others.   
 
We are moving into the month of May. May is Asian heritage month. In the month of May in 
Korea, there are many occasions to reflect our relational life: Children’s Day (May 5), Parent’s Day 
(May 8) and Teachers’ Day (May 15). These celebrations remind us that we are surrounded by many 
people who give us joy and growth. In Canada in our faith community, the second Sunday in May is 
Christian Family Sunday. Beyond our cultural differences we as a faith community are invited to 
celebrate the presence of people from many cultural heritages and enjoy the diverse customs that 
enhance our faith journey together. In this time of pandemic, we may not be able to gather together 
physically to participate in the various celebrations in the near future, but we are trying to plan 
Sunday services which reflect our relational life and hope in these trying times.   
 
While our church doors are closed, we have made some improvements. We installed a new phone 
system with RingCentral. Our outdated traditional phone system did not serve to meet the current 
situation, so we decided to change to a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) system. It is a cloud 
based system that integrates phone, video, meetings and 
messaging in one package. If you make a phone call to the 
church at 604-224-4388, you will hear the greeting message 
“Thank you for calling West Point Grey United Church. For 
main office, press 1, for Reverend Cho, press 2.” If you press 1 
your call will be forwarded to Janis’ home phone during 
business hours in this time of pandemic and if you press 2, 
your call will be transferred to my office. We hope this system 
enhances our communication and serves our needs better. 
 
We have one more update with you. Our fellowship room is 
now equipped with video and audio systems. With Norm 
Henderson’s gift, we have installed a projector under the ceiling 
and PA system with four speakers in each corner. So, our 
fellowship room is ready for various activities such as movie 
night, video conferencing, bible studies and meetings with 
video presentations. The room is waiting for your participation 
and use. I am looking forward to having a movie night. Pick 
your favourite movie. Already I can smell buttered popcorn.  
 
In anticipation,  
 
Hyuk Cho (The Rev. Dr.) 
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Sunday Worship Service via ZOOM 
Join Us Our Online Worship on Sunday at 10:30 am. You can join us from 10:20 am. 
Our ZOOM link: https://zoom.us/j/2250992372   Meeting ID: 225 099 2372 
There will be Mandarin Coffee Time from 12:00 noon to 12:45 pm. every Sunday following 
worship service. 
  
Various Activities via ZOOM at WPGUC 
The Seniors’ Lunch Club (TLC) meets on every Thursday at 10:30 am via ZOOM. There will be 
gentle exercises, jokes, discussion and virtual coffee time, etc. If you want to join TLC please email 
Norm Henderson at nhenders@telus.net 
 
Mandarin Bible Study group meets on Monday 1:00 pm-2:30 pm 
A group of people from the community gather together to study Bible and then ponder and discuss 
what the scriptures tell us today. All Are Welcome. 
 
ESL Beginner Class meets on Tuesday 10:00 am-11:30 am 
Enjoy learning English, make friends and learn about Canadian culture! Please join us by WeChat 
 
The WPGUC Adult Choir meets every Monday at 11:00 am. There is coffee time, discussion, and 
planning of virtual choir contributions for our weekly Worship Services. 
  
The ESL Choir meets every Tuesday at 11:45 am. We develop vocal technique, learn English 
language songs, and improve English pronunciation and vocabulary in a fun and supportive 
atmosphere.    
 
The WPGUC Student Group Lunch Party takes place every Thursday at Noon. Grab your lunch 
and enjoy some facetime with other WPGUC students!    
 
Ukuleles United will be meeting on the First Sunday every month following Sunday Worship. 
 
The Lily Choir will be meeting the Third Sunday every month following Sunday Worship. 
 
Givings in the midst of COVID-19 
Offering Envelopes 

• Place post-dated cheques in your envelope 
• Mail to the church office: 4595 W 8th Ave, Vancouver, BC. V6R 2A4 

PAR (Pre-Authorised Remittance) 
• Consistent monthly support 
• To sign up or adjust your gift amount contact our church treasurer.  

Joy Begley at accounting@wpguc.com 
CanadaHelps 

• On-line gifts using credit card or PayPal 
• click the GIVE button on our web-site: www.wpguc.com 

or www.canadhelps.org and search for our church 
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