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Sermon January 21, 2018 Mark 1:14-20 Learning To Fish For People 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:6-14; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

The readings continue this week with the focus on call stories. It started two weeks ago 
with what is essentially the call story of Jesus on the feast of His baptism by John in the 
Jordan. It continued last week with the Old Testament call story of Samuel, and that of 
Philip, Andrew, and Nathanael from the Gospel of John.  

The readings this week bless us with two more excellent stories of call. The first is from 
the Book of Jonah, a book I highly recommend, not least because it’s really very funny. 
In a gently ironic and mocking tone it tells, in a few short chapters, the bumbling exploits 
of Jonah, through whom God finds a way to work His grace and save the people of 
Nineveh, despite the fact that Jonah resists, refuses, sidesteps, and generally fails to 
notice that God is calling him and working through him. It may well be among the wisest 
books in the Bible despite the fact that we generally ignore it or thinks it’s for children :) 

The focus of today though really is down in the boondocks, in Galilee. Jesus is doing 
what I think a lot of us can relate to: He’s gone to the beach. Seems like He’s at the 
beach - or out in the boat - at least half the time in Mark.  
As He walks along the shores of the Sea of Galilee He meets a bunch of guys - tending 
their nets - and He tells them a joke: “You’ve got bigger fish to fry!” He says. “If you 
come with me I’ll make you fish for people!.” Ha ha! Har-de-har! Cuz ya, you can’t fish 
for people. Everyone knows that!  

But nonetheless, He seems like a great guy with a fun sense of humour, so just like that 
- everything in Mark is just like that -  they decide to take the bait and tag along: Simon, 
Andrew, James, John - the lot of them. 

You have to ask yourself, did they really know what they were getting themselves into 
when they left their nets and followed Him? I mean did they? Really? I don’t think they 
did. It’s there in every one of these calls stories I think. Something comes over us - or 
wells up in us - and we just put up our hands, as Isaiah did, and say, “Here I am Lord, 
send me.”  

Do we really understand when we do it that the cost is our life? I don’t think we do. We 
lose our old life and gain a new one, I guess most of us in this room probably get that by 
now, although we’re still a little wide eyed about it sometimes. I know I still am, 
sometimes.  

The trouble comes though when we try not to lose our life this way. We know now that 
when we want to save our life we lose it and when lose our life like Simon and Andrew 
did, we gain it. 

We find out eventually I guess that the joke is on us really. And I guess that’s when we 
really do just have to laugh, because it turns out that you can fish for people. In fact 
many of us have a deep need to get caught in the Gospel net! It’s only once we’re 
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caught, like James and John, that we find out that Jesus really meant it! It really is our 
job to do the catching! 

Now, this is uncomfortable for Anglicans sometimes. Isn’t it? It can seem so evangelical. 
You know? We don’t need to do that! We’re Anglicans don’t you know. That’s where we 
were, for most of my lifetime anyway. But that is really changing for Anglicans. I think 
most of us must be seeing that writing on the wall by now. We see it when we look 
around us on any given Sunday morning, not just here but in most parishes really.  

In a way something wonderfully fashionable is happening to us: we’re being de-
colonized! It’s all the rage really. The really cool people are doing it left right and centre 
and it for sure is happening to us. It used to be that Anglican churches would always be 
well supplied with people who were not only called to be the church, but they were born 
to it - and I’m one of them for sure. I was born into the Anglican church because in the 
early 60’s everybody was born into some church or other and all my grandparents 
before they came out here to ‘the colonies’ were born in England, so it was pretty much 
a done deal for me. Pretty sure they stamped the word ‘Anglican’ on my forehead before 
they cut the umbilical cord! But nowadays? Not so much. 

In so many ways that’s a good thing. We don’t have to be the church. We’re here 
because we want to be. Because somewhere in our hearts we’re called to it. We’ve 
drunk the Kool-Aid. Just like Isaiah, Samuel, Jonah, James, John, Simon, Andrew, and 
Jesus, we’ve done it. We’re quiet about it sometimes but somehow, at some level, 
we’ve heard Him calling in the night. We’ve stuck up our hand and said, “Here I Am 
Lord! Send me.” And along with that comes the fishing for people thing. When we look 
around us we all see that it needs to be done and you know, I think we want to fish for 
people. We’re just not quite sure how to get it done. 

So the question is, how are we going to do it. How are we going to go about sharing this 
thing that demands to be shared? Cuz that’s it really. Jesus tells us to do it so in a way 
it’s a commandment. But when you’ve lived it for as long as we have, you know it’s so 
much more. The Gospel, God’s love, the church demand to be shared. They cry out for 
it - from inside us! 

So I want to tell you (again) how we have been doing it and then talk about how we 
need to take it up a notch.  

For at least 3 years now, probably more, the staff team has met every single week on 
Tuesday or Wednesday morning, and worked away at this very passionately. That’s me, 
Kevin, Jim, and Lyn meeting every week and putting our heads together with our best 
energy, as best we can, about how to reach more people with the good news - the great 
news! - that is alive among us here at St. Helen’s. And you all know what that great 
news is! We all share in it abundantly every time we meet. It is the love of Jesus Christ 
broken open and shared with every person who comes, in Word, Sacrament, 
Fellowship, and Ministry. That what we’re here to do. We get gathered up here and 
transformed, changed - just like the disciples by the Sea of Galilee - from people who 
barely knew it was happening - to people who are doing it. It’s in our refugee ministry, 
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and our Neighbourhood Ministry, and in our music, and worship, hospitality, finance, 
youth ministry, Godly Play, everything we do! 

The staff team every week fishes for people to share in that by every means of 
communication we can think of. We plan services, and create events, and concerts, and 
ministries, and we communicate about that by every means we have. Jesus walked 
along the beach and told jokes! We send emails, post photos and stories on our web 
site. We call people and meet people and ask people to do things, and consult with all 
of you, and generally try to figure out what we can do or say that will reach more people.  

In 2016 we had success. Through this intentional work I’m describing that we do every 
week in the name of Christ and on your behalf, we raised our average Sunday 
attendance over the previous year. I have to say that felt amazing. It always feels 
amazing to what God calls us to do! Except sometimes it hurts like heck - but let’s not 
go there right now! 

But then, 2017 happened and the wheels fell off a bit. For a variety of external reasons 
really, the team wasn’t able to work on this as much. People were away. I myself was on 
leave for a number of months. It could not be helped but it did have a big impact on 
attendance. That needs to be acknowledged. For a number of reasons - some of which 
we may know and many of which we may not - a number of us chose to stop attending 
as much in 2017. I’m not sure anyone could have foreseen that or done anything about 
it if they had.  

It did teach us one lesson though. We need to broaden the base of involvement in this 
growth effort here in the parish. The staff team has re-grouped and we are back at it 
every week. Now we need to develop goals and strategies intentionally with the whole 
parish. We’ll be working with the Wardens, the Treasurer, the Parish Council, and we 
want to work with all of you as well. The great news is that the Bishop is on board.  
We’re blessed with a  Bishop who get’s in and helps in a big way. She and other Synod 
Office staff have already begun working with us to develop skills and strategies for 
growth and we’ll see more of them in the weeks and months to come. It’s not a top 
down thing though. I believe strongly it’s an everyone pulling together thing we need. 

Next week during sermon time we want to have a bit of an open mic conversation to 
hear from everyone on what God is calling us to do in Lent and Easter bring together as 
many people as possible. 

I guess it’s kind of obvious to say this but I’m going to say it anyway. One of the best 
ways each of us can help with this is to attend - and encourage others to attend. It really 
is as simple as that. Meantime, if you’ve got questions or ideas, ask them or and share 
them. And of course we’ll all be working together on the bigger strategies of this thing 
Jesus is calling us to do, following Him and learning how to fish for people! 


