STEPS IN A JOURNEY
These steps provide a snapshot of
our congregation and our giving
patterns in 2016.
Each step indicates a range of
dollars given per month.

12 people

$307+

3 people $265-306
10 people $175-264

4 people $135-174
5 people $91-134
10 people $70-90
4 people $48-69

Where are you standing
on the staircase?

10 people $25-47

Can you move up one step
in your givings for the year
2018?

18 people $5-24
5 people less than $5

PROPORTIONAL GIVING CHART
– Monthly Giving CHARTAnnual Income

Pushing off from the familiar shores of the past, we
journey forward, experiencing the Holy, seeking justice,
and comforting the lonely.
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October 2017 marks the 1st anniversary of the work to
develop Knox, Neighbours, Next (KNN), our 3-year strategic
plan. Since presenting KNN at the February ACM, the Board
has continued to work -- meeting with Knox’s team leaders,
facilitating the development of a congregational covenant,
and discerning how Knox’s mission statement can be
transformed into a vibrant model for ministry here in the
southwest corner of our city. The question on all our minds
is, “How will we move from maintenance to mission?”
In reflecting on Knox’s guiding scripture statement (Micah
6:8) and our mission statement, it seems God is calling us to
pay attention to the needs of the marginalized in our own
community. Indeed, Knox has been running traditional
outreach programs for many years (everything from
Community Lunches to Healing Touch). Two more priorities
on the growing edge are Social Justice and our Web Ministry.
The website now reaches an impressive digital audience with
many returning visitors. Initiatives around Social Justice
have been well supported (examples include Israel Palestine,
refugee family sponsorship, and assistance for Downtown
Eastside Neighbourhood House). And so we say “thank you”
for every way you’ve supported these programs and
initiatives – your time, skills, donations, risk-taking,
participation, and joy.
If our call is to experience the Holy, seek justice, and comfort
the lonely, we are committing to life-changing, communitychanging work in the coming years. And as the Church, we
become relevant to our community by meeting needs that
currently go unmet. As Rev. Liz prepares for her retirement,
I can think of no more suitable way to honour her leadership
than by redoubling our efforts to move from maintenance to
mission. Momentum is building, and as stewards of Knox’s
future, your gifts of time, talent and treasure will reinforce
our hull as we prepare to sail forward into a new day.
Susan McAlpine, Board Chair

It’s been my privilege this year as Chief Steward at the helm
of the Good Ship Knox, to oversee the annual Stewardship
Campaign program and brochure you now have in your
hands. Coming to us from the Department of Philanthropy at
the General Council offices of the United Church of Canada,
the resource has been instructive and informative for the
creation of this year’s campaign brochure and the weekly
Minute for Stewardship testimonies. I am continually in awe
of how you, the people of Knox, can run with such a brilliant
resource such as this one and then make it your own! Bravo
and well done, faithful stewards of time, talent, and treasure!
Please give this year’s brochure contents your thoughtful and
prayerful attention. Your life as a congregation emerges out
of your own experiences of God’s gracious presence in your
own lives and in your shared life as a church family.
I am confident that you too will be unable to keep from
Singing Thanksgiving for all the ways you, the people at
Knox have been, and continue to make a difference in God’s
world. In coming days and months as your journey of faith
continues, I am confident that with Jesus as your compass,
you are in for a wonderful adventure! The Holy Spirit never
ceases to blow us all in new directions.
In the coming year, setting sail on this new adventure, pause
and give thanks and celebrate all God has called you into as a
congregation. And then, with courage, let the Winds of the
Spirit fill your sails and prepare to move forward with joy.
In deep gratitude for all we have been about together in
response to God’s call for our lives and in great hope and
anticipation for where God is leading you now, I will
continue to hold you always in my prayers,
Rev Liz Bowyer

A WORD FROM
OUR STEWARDSHIP & SOCIAL
JUSTICE TEAM
As we launch our Stewardship Campaign for
2018 we are in a unique position. With Liz at our helm, we
have discerned and learned much. With the exciting news
that our Development Project has the blessing of Presbytery
we gain confidence in our vision and find courage to live into
the dream we have been glimpsing for the past 10 years in
real and practical ways.
At Knox we are invited into an adventure of mutual caring
and encouragement, led by the Spirit. Through the presence
of Knox United Church and our involvement in our
neighbourhood, many lives are enriched. Some gather to
make sandwiches for First UC, some share involvement in
community lunches. Some gather for tea and conversation,
some gather for breakfast. Some gather for rip and stitch.
Some share in healing touch. Some gather to make music
and sing. There are groups for study and prayer. There are
young people Acting Up! and Little People discovering this
awesome world with young eyes. There are opportunities to
explore the spiritual richness and diversity we share in the
wider community. There are opportunities to share ministry
and life with neighbouring congregations through Summer
Spirit, pastoral care with seniors, and life shared with our
Syrian family. There are gatherings for study and learning,
and gatherings for fun. There are opportunities for worship
that are both enriching and challenging. Truly, we are
blessed.
As you read through this Stewardship Campaign material,
remember the Micah Mandate we share and consider how
you will respond to the question: What does your God
require of you but to seek justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with God?
As one who is part of Knox, what is your part in that
response, financially and in service?
Sharon Copeman

