
Great Expectations 
However great our expectations are of God, they are never great enough. Time 
and again, God shows us that He is even better than we can imagine! What are you 
expecting God to do in this phase of your life? Come and celebrate with us as we 
continue to think about how God exceeds our expectations! 

Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-12 

Discussion Questions 
1. Share with one another how your Thanksgiving weekend was. What did you do? 

What was your highlight? What are you most thankful for at this point in your life?  

2. Can you remember any of the story of the Israelites that gives context to the 
passage in Nehemiah 8? What is the current situation of the people when it comes 
to this story? 

3. Read Nehemiah 8:1-12. What is happening in this chapter? What aspects do you 
find interesting or significant? What is the people’s response to hearing the Law 
read? What does Nehemiah tell them to do when they are mourning? Why do you 
think he does that? What does it tell us about how God views our relationship  
with us? 

4. The people mourn because they had not been living up to their responsibilities in 
their relationship with God. Have you ever experienced that? What does it feel like? 
It is a good experience or a bad experience? 

5. As the people were rebuilding their city and temple, they also needed their spirits 
to be rebuilt. Do you ever feel like you need internal renewal? What does that feel 
like? What are some of the circumstances that lead to this kind of feeling? 

Moving Forward 
What are some of the disciplines or routines that help you to find spiritual renewal? 
What are some of the Biblical messages that help to refresh you? 


