
 

 

     DRAFT 
 
Minutes of Outreach Meeting 19 September 2017 
 
In attendance: Lynda Turner-Chair 
    Rev. Richard Stetson 
    Carolyn-Treasurer 
    Nancy Wigen 
    Duncan Mathieson 
    Derek Emmerson 
Regrets: Ken Strike 
 
Richard opened the meeting in prayer.  
 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
Carol summarised the dispersal of funds so far this year as follows: 
Copper Kettle:  $500 was approved but a cheque has not been sent as yet. Will be sent 
asap. 
Mission for the Blind: $1000 
Soup in the park: $200 ( $100 from Thrifty’s Smile Card plus $100 from GVM) 
Operation Rainbow: $1000 
Fulford School lunch program: $500 
 
$3200 spent so far; Lynda will request a further $1000 for Kenya later.  
i.e $3300in funds left out of the $7500 budget.  
 
NEW INITIATIVES: 
Possible needs include SSI Food bank and Out of the Cold. Action: Richard will look 
into these and other potential support needs. The group was asked to come back with 
suggestions, in particular for local needs at the next meeting.  
 
REPORTS:  
Richard reported that Zak Hind and family have relocated successfully and that they are 
managing so far. His English is improving.  
 
Derek reported on Project Somos. Highlights are:  
- There are now Five mothers and 16 children in 3 houses 
- Construction of a fourth house is starting soon with a donation of $25000 from LUSH, 

a BC company plus a grant from an anonymous foundation.  
- The school for grades 1 &2 Somos children is running from 8-3 pm with local children 

coming for a program including computer and soccer. The syllabus is now based on 
the Guatemalan system. The Somos kids are ahead of children in the public system.  

- There is a program to teach the mamas and kids about heathy eating.  An Agronomist 
is to be hired to teach about gardening and a cooking instructor for the mothers.  

- A weaving instructor will be hired to teach the kids how to weave traditional designs.  



 

 

- The school toilet is apparently quite disgusting. Funds are needed to build a power fa-
cility. Action: Derek to determine the cost for the next meeting.  

- The agricultural output has been spectacular with a variety of organic crops. 182 fruit 
tress have been planted and there are now 49 chickens.  

- The clinic and neighbourhood house is up and running well. A non-profit is paying for 
a clinician to monitor the health of the families and provide health based education. 
The clinic will also serve the neighbouring village (sic:Children)  

-  Tita (Marta) whom the parish supported for two years has plans to leave Somos next 
year. Her father has donated land for which she will have title-virtually unknown for a 
woman in Guatemala. She will farm and has plans to open a laundromat  and teach 
yoga in Tecpan. She has paid 1/3 towards construction of her house from her savings 
acquired at Somos through the feltie production.  

 
Greg and Heather will be at All Saints on October 1st. Richard agreed to have them 
give a presentation at the end of the service.  
 
Lynda reported on fund raising ideas for the Kenyan project. These include  
1. Bridge (in the lower hall) on November 3rd for uniforms. 
2. A Xmas Soiree on December 1st. for the food program. This would include a harpist 

and Champagne and a door prize for Hastings House. A motion was moved by Dun-
can and seconded by Carole for outreach support for this event.  

3. $1000 will be requested later for a rain collection system.  
 
The meeting closed in prayer by Richard. 
 
NEXT MEETING: November 14th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


