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Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & preaches today. 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Sentence of the Day: I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the 
Father, but by me 
  
Opening Hymn: G 743 Sing a New Church (Sisters of St. Benedict, OCP © 1991) 

Summoned by the God who made us  
rich in our diversity 
Gathered in the name of Jesus,  
richer still in unity. 

Refrain:  
Let us bring the gifts that differ  
and, in splendid, varied ways,  
sing a new Church into being,  
one in faith and love and praise. 

Trust the goodness of creation;  
trust the Spirit strong within.  
Dare to dream the vision promised,  
sprung from seed of what has been. 

(Refrain) 

Draw together at one table,  
all the human family;  
shape a circle ever wider  
and a people ever free 

(Refrain) 

 
 
 
 
 



Greeting: 
Come, people of God! 
Let us sing the praises of the One who has called us 
out of darkness into God’s marvelous light! 
For once we were not a people at all, 
but now we are God’s people! 
Let’s worship God together. 
O Come, Let us Worship. 

Canticle of Praise: A Song of Christ’s Goodness (Anselm of Canterbury) 

Antiphon: I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
 
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
Often you weep over our sins and our pride,  
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment. 
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  
in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us. 
Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life;  
by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy. 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;  
through your gentleness, we find comfort in fear. 
Your warmth gives life to the dead,  
your touch makes sinners righteous.  
Lord Jesus, in your mercy, heal us;  
in your love and tenderness, remake us. 
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness,  
for the beauty of heaven, may your love prepare us. 
 
Antiphon: I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED 

 
Chat @ the Chancel  
 
Song: Like a Rock (Keri K Wehlander & Linnea Good © 1999 Borealis Music) 
 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.  
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.  
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 
 



First Reading: Acts 7:55-60                                                                                                Elizabeth Bennett 
 
A reading from the Book of Acts. 
 
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: 31:1-5, 15-16  
 
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness.  
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 
persecute me. 
Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving-kindness save me.” 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter                                                                                                   William Geimer 
 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’  
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the very head of the corner’,  
and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, 



and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.  
Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn: Lord I come to You (Hillsong) 

 
Let my heart be changed, renewed 
Flowing from the grace 
That I've found in You 
Lord I've come to know 
The weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away 
By the power of Your love 
 
Hold me close 
Let Your love surround me 
Bring me near 
Draw me to Your side 
And as I wait 
I'll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love 
 
Lord unveil my eyes 
Let me see You face to face 
The knowledge of Your love 
As You live in me 
Lord renew my mind 
As Your will unfolds in my life 
In living every day 
By the power of Your love 
 



Hold me close 
Let Your love surround me 
Bring me near 
Draw me to Your side 
And as I wait 
I'll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love 
 
And I will soar with You 
Your Spirit leads me on 
In the power of Your love 
 
Gospel:  John 14:1-14                                                                                             Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 

the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.’  

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.  

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



Sermon:                                                                                                        Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover 
 
Mother’s Day Observance: 
 
Midwifing God, 
the Prophet Isaiah declared that You are the one who delivers us. 
We remember that You are Mother and Father to all of us, 
all of us are Your children. 
Mothering God, You bring forth new life in our midst. 
We honor the mothers around us, 
and all who care and love children. 
 
Grandmother God, 
You comfort us in our time of grieving and sorrow. 
We remember our mothers and grandmothers who have passed on, 
for all those we miss on this day. 
 
Teaching God, 
You have taught us to honor our mothers and fathers 
and have taught us the ways of love. 
We remember those who have been like mothers to us, 
giving wisdom and guidance in our lives. 
 
Creator God, 
we remember that we are all created in Your image 
We honor and respect all women in our midst, 
mothers and aunts and sisters and friends. 
We honor and remember these great women, loving God, 
whom You have sent into our lives. 
 
Mothering God, 
guide us into ways of honoring and respecting women around our world, 
working towards justice and liberation, health and safety 
for all women and girls. 
In the name of Christ, 
who like a mother hen desires to gather us together, we pray. Amen     
 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  Hear, O Israel 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart, 
with all your soul,  



with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Empowered by the Lord's promise that he will do whatever we ask in his name, let us pray, 
saying: We ask this in Jesus' name. 
 
For the church of God and for its leaders, that our lives may be for the glory of God alone, let us 
pray: We ask this in Jesus' name. 
 
For more vigorous efforts to unite all Christian peoples, lest factions and jealousies prevent the 
spread of the gospel, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus' name. 
 
For all who exercise the ministry of preaching, that their words may be full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus' name. 
 
For those among us whose hearts are troubled and anxious [especially N.], that they may find 
support in our care, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus' name. 
 
For this local community, that our belief in God will be deepened by the word and sacrament 
we share, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus' name.: 
 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, we bring these and all our needs to you, filled with confidence in 
the power of Jesus' name. Hear us and answer our prayers in your great wisdom and love. We 
ask this through Christ who is our risen Lord now and forever. AMEN. 
 
Collect of the Day: 
Generous God, whose life is freely given in Jesus Christ our Lord: as you have opened for us 
your house of many rooms, so may we make a place for the rejected and unloved, and share 
in the work of peace; through Jesus Christ the cornerstone. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  



And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 577 God of Grace and God of Glory  
(Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, Music: John Hughes © reprinted by permission of Ms. C.A. Webb, 4 Nant Walla, Heol 
y Felin, Rhiwbina, Cardiff) 

 
God of grace and God of glory, 
on your people pour your power; 
now fulfil your church's story, 
bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn your Christ, assail his ways! 
fears and doubts to long have bound us 
free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 
 
Set our feet on lofty places; 
gird our lives that they may be 
in the fight for liberty. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we fail ourselves and thee, 
lest we fail ourselves and thee. 
 
 
 



Commissioning: As you leave this place, remember this: You are the ones chosen by God, chosen 
for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be holy people, God’s instruments to do God’s 
work and to tell others what marvelous things God has done. 
So go into the world; live as God’s people, through the grace of Jesus Christ, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen! Alleluia! 
 
 

 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 

The community of S. George at Kingcome Inlet, Wakeman, Hopetown, & Gillford Island. The Diocese 
of Kootenay. 

 In the Selkirk Region for Church of the Advent. 
  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Joan, Maureen, Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, Peggy, 

Carol Ann, Rick & Barb, Brad, Lorna, & Kian. 
 


