
May	11	
Focus:	2	Timothy	2:11-13	
This	is	a	faithful	saying:	For	if	we	died	with	Him,	we	shall	also	live	with	Him.	If	we	
endure,	we	shall	also	reign	with	Him.	If	we	deny	Him,	He	also	will	deny	us.	If	we	are	
faithless,	He	remains	faithful;	He	cannot	deny	Himself.	
	
Reflect:	
Bart	died	with	Christ;	but	he	also	lived	large.	A	true	friend,	he	brought	life	to	others.	
Couched	in	kindness	his	no-nonsense	approach	to	life	was	evident	to	all.	He	made	
time	for	others.	Bart’s	faith	was	never	empty	theory;	he	sought	ways	to	serve	God	by	
serving	others.	He	gave	of	his	goods;	he	gave	of	himself.	His	full	heart	reached	out.	
	
Flying	the	Eastern	Arctic,	he	enjoyed	a	long	career	as	a	bush	pilot.	He	hauled	goods	
purchased	from	aboriginal	communities	to	be	sold	by	the	Hudson’s	Bay	Company.	
Later,	his	routes	took	him	over	the	Western	Arctic.	Fear	of	danger	eluded	him.	
	
As	a	young	man	he	drove	a	red	sports	car.	His	father	did	not	approve.	He	had	
mapped	out	a	different	kind	of	career	for	Bart.	As	a	good	son,	Bart	tried	to	follow	
Dad’s	plan.	But	it	wasn’t	him.	Dropping	out	early	cost	Bart	his	father’s	financial	
support.	But	Bart	borrowed	from	his	aunt	to	complete	flight	school;	within	two	
years	he	paid	his	debt	in	full.	He	was	diligent	and	focused	in	faith	and	in	life.	
		
Over	coffee,	one	day,	he	confided	that	he	had	crash-landed	his	aircraft	on	snow	and	
ice	no	less	than	three	times.	He	survived	to	fly	again.	Yet,	Bart	spoke	in	ways	that	
never	drew	attention	to	himself.	His	stories	built	bridges	into	his	listeners’	lives.	He	
asked,	How	you	are	bearing	up	with	the	struggles	that	face	you?	Tell	me	about	that.				
	
For	over	forty	years	he	volunteered	his	time	with	Big	Brothers.	For	eight	years	he	
spoke	in	schools	on	how	to	avoid	sexual	exploitation	and	abuse.	In	retirement,	he	
rode	his	racing	bike	with	an	informal	club	of	other	people	staying	active	and	strong.	
You	could	never	feel	lonely	in	Bart’s	company.	He	connected	with	others,	heart-to-
heart	and	shoulder-to-shoulder.	Quiet	authenticity	became	his	personal	hallmark.						
	
Bart	witnessed	to	his	faith	in	Christ	by	being	present	to	others.	His	generous	spirit		
touched	their	lives	for	good.	For	if	we	died	with	Him,	we	shall	also	live	with	Him.	If	we	
endure,	we	shall	also	reign	with	Him.	If	we	deny	Him,	He	also	will	deny	us.	If	we	are	
faithless,	He	remains	faithful;	He	cannot	deny	Himself.	He	became	a	true	friend.	
	
Consider:		
How	do	you	practice	dying	to	self	and	living	for	Christ?	What	are	you	currently	
enduring	so	that	you	might	also	reign	with	Christ?	Denying	Christ	sometimes	means	
saying	nothing;	how	can	you	break	silence	with	a	timely	word	of	faith,	today?	
	
Pray:		
Faithful	Father,	Your	plans	for	me	are	for	good	and	not	for	evil;	to	give	me	hope	and	
a	future.	I	yield	my	own	small	plans	to	You.	Savior,	live	Your	life	in	me.	Amen.	



May	12	
Focus:	2	Timothy	2:14	
Remind	them	of	these	things,	charging	them	before	the	Lord	not	to	strive	about	words	
to	no	profit,	to	the	ruin	of	the	hearers.		
	
Reflect:	
The	public	speaking	instructor	stood	slowly.	Calmly,	and	in	full	control,	he	pierced	
the	eyes	of	every	class	member.	Sometimes,	he	explained,	when	you	open	your	mouth	
to	speak	in	public	it	feels—and	sounds—like	marbles	tumbling	out	only	to	hit	the	floor.	
Everyone	nodded;	they	knew	exactly	what	he	meant.	They’d	been	there—often.	
They	keenly	wanted	get	the	marbles	out	of	their	mouths	before	starting	to	speak.	
	
Someone	once	quipped	that	the	brain	is	that	part	of	the	human	anatomy	that	never	
ceases	to	function	…until	you	stand	up	to	speak	in	public.	Then,	everything	stops.	
You’re	lost	for	words.	Or—worse—once	started	you	can’t	stop	talking.	Surveys	
suggest	that	some	folks	are	more	ready	to	die	than	to	engage	in	public	speaking.	
Many	people	fear	that	a	potentially	hostile	audience	will	filter	their	words	for	faults.	
Social	media	invites	that	kind	of	volatile—and	public—response.	
	
Instant	tweeting	seems	to	have	replaced	Parliamentary	debate.	The	most	powerful	
centers	of	influence	appear	to	be	unelected	voices.	Broadcast	on	social	media,	they	
seek	to	gain	the	most	“likes”	and	re-posts.	Forceful	opinions	are	squeezed	into	few	
words.	Words	become	weapons	to	slay	the	monsters	of	another	person’s	opinions.	
The	battle’s	climax	is	an	election	campaign;	the	war	of	words	gets	openly	vicious.	
	
The	stakes	are	raised	dramatically	when	people	fear	the	truth	is	at	risk.	Religious	
wars	are	the	worst.	Ironically,	the	first	casualty	of	every	war	is	the	truth—winning	is	
all.	People	with	differing	views	are	excoriated—censured,	denounced,	condemned,	
and	maligned.	Listening	skills	are	lost	in	the	battle	for	supremacy.	People	are	
dehumanized;	they	become	a	foe	to	be	vanquished.	There	are	no	winners	in	that	
kind	of	war.	Wounds	run	deep;	scars	are	indelible.	The	damage	is	often	permanent.			
	
The	Apostle	urges	Timothy	to	remind	the	people	he	shepherds,	not	to	strive	about	
words	to	no	profit,	to	the	ruin	of	the	hearers.	When	working	with	in	an	inter-
denominational	mission	in	London,	such	“discussions”	sometimes	arose.	Our	wise	
leader	insisted	we	strive	to	agree	on	essentials	(redemption	in	Christ)	and	freely	
differ	on	the	non-essentials	of	our	faith	(how	we	work	to	show	Christ’s	love).	What	
is	essential?	The	love	of	God	in	Christ;	more	than	mere	words,	it	embraces	the	heart.		
	
Consider:		
How	have	you	been	hurt	by	the	weapons	of	words?	How	have	you	hurt	others	by	
your	speech?	How	will	you	allow	Christ’s	healing	words	of	love	heal	you	and	others?	
	
Pray:		
Word	of	Life,	heal	my	heart	that	I	might	share	your	healing	words	with	neighbors,	
friends,	and	family.	May	your	deep	love	embrace	my	loved	ones	today.	Amen.	



May	13	
Focus:	2	Timothy	2:19	
Nevertheless	the	solid	foundation	of	God	stands,	having	this	seal:	“The	Lord	knows	
those	who	are	His,”	and,	“Let	everyone	who	names	the	name	of	Christ	depart	from	
iniquity.”	
	
Reflect:	
The	weeks	yawned,	slow	and	wide,	hungrily	swallowing	many	months.	Huge	pile-
drivers	pounded	and	pummelled	the	reluctant	earth	beneath	them.	Local	buildings	
shook	and	shuddered	every	few	seconds.	Deafening	booms	could	rattle	your	chest.		
	
Excavators	and	back	hoes	spewed	their	black	fumes.	They	clanked	and	hissed	filling	
countless	waiting	trucks.	They	formed	a	long	line	to	collect	the	dirt	and	take	it	off	to	
a	nameless	landfill.	The	new	Community	Centre	would	rest	on	firm	foundations.		
	
The	Apostle	uses	a	similar	picture.	If	the	Community	Centre	stands	on	solid	
foundations,	how	much	more	do	you	as	one	of	God’s	people.	As	a	Disciple	of	Jesus,	
you	build	your	life	on	the	Solid	Rock	of	a	personal	relationship	with	the	Triune	God.		
	
Paul	goes	on	to	describe	more	of	that	relationship.	In	an	age	of	social	distancing,	God	
is	never	absent;	he	is	nearer	than	your	whispered	prayer.	In	this	lonely	generation,	
people	are	sometimes	heard	to	say,	Before	I	die,	I	want	someone	to	know	who	I	really	
am!	Paul	declares	a	comforting	truth,	“The	Lord	knows	those	who	are	His.”	Paul	
names	that	assertion	as	a	seal.		
	
A	seal	is	both	a	mark	and	a	guarantee.	As	a	mark,	a	signet	ring	is	placed	into	warm	
wax	to	seal	a	document.	It	verifies	who	has	issued	it.	As	a	guarantee,	it	becomes	a	
confirmation	of	what	is	promised.	Paul	speaks	of	those	who	choose	to	build	their	
lives	on	the	foundation	of	Christ’s	dying	in	their	place	and	His	rising	to	eternal	life.		
	
The	Lord	guarantees	that	He	intimately	knows	all	who	name	the	name	of	Christ	as	
Saviour	and	Lord.	He	accepts	each	one	fully	into	the	family	of	faith.	The	second	part	
of	that	two-fold	seal	is	an	injunction	to	daily	live	as	part	of	God’s	family.	“Let	
everyone	who	names	the	name	of	Christ	depart	from	iniquity.”	It	is	impossible	for	
vulnerable	and	broken	sinners	to	live	godly	lives	that	please	the	Lord.	Yet,	God	
empowers	His	children,	as	acquitted	sinners,	to	live	to	please	Him.	
	
Consider:		
What	are	the	foundations	upon	which	you	build	your	life?	How	are	you	challenged	
to	depart	from	iniquity?	Where	in	your	life	do	you	seek	God’s	empowering	love?	
	
Pray:		
Master,	Lord,	and	King,	You	are	my	strong	foundation—Hallelujah!	Thank	you	for	
your	faithful	promise.	Forgive	my	numberless	failings.	Restore	my	faith	today.	I	
receive	the	Holy	Spirit’s	fresh	anointing	power	to	live	my	life	for	You.	Lord,	know	me	
fully	that	I	may	make	You	fully	known.	May	I	be	a	blessing	to	someone	today.	Amen.	



May	14	
Focus:	2	Timothy	2:23	
But	avoid	foolish	and	ignorant	disputes,	knowing	that	they	generate	strife.		
	
Reflect:	
He	came	to	me	for	advice.	I	was,	however,	never	certain	he	wanted	to	act	upon	it.	He	
seemed	to	enjoy	the	problem	far	too	much	to	want	it	to	end.	His	was	a	familiar	issue:	
a	death,	an	estate,	a	will—and	a	big	dispute.	Much	more	than	money	was	at	stake.	
			
The	death	had	occurred	many	years	earlier.	Nonetheless,	the	estate	could	not	be	
wound	up.	An	agreement	must	first	be	struck.	He	described—almost	with	glee—
how	family	relationships	had	been	fractured	long	before	his	mother’s	passing.	Her	
death	simply	ignited	the	glowing	embers	of	hostility.	The	fight	was	on.	He	would	win	
at	all	costs.	He	and	his	sister	had	not	directly	spoken	for	more	than	a	decade.	Now	
lawyers	on	either	side	intervened,	attempting	to	deflect	mutual	accusations.		
	
A	foolish	fight	was	now	in	play	for	more	than	ten	years.	Lawyers’	bills	almost	
emptied	the	disputed	pot	of	gold.	Every	lawyer’s	letter	became	ammunition	for	one	
or	other	side.	Like	bellows,	words	intensified	the	heat	of	vitriolic	arguments.	Like	a	
TV-sitcom	playing	out	in	real	life,	he	delivered	the	next	ugly	installment.	He	would	
win	over	his	“evil”	sister	…even	if	a	legal	bill	remained	as	his	only	legacy.		
	
Fierce	are	the	outcomes	of	foolish	faith—an	overarching	ambition	combined	with	
blind	faith	in	one’s	own	human	capacity.	The	need	to	win	impairs	good	judgment.	In	
the	economy	of	Pilgrim	faith	only	the	love	of	Christ	wins.	We	are	charged	to	daily	
live	it	out.	To	those	who	have	never	tasted	Christ’s	love	it	is	counterintuitive.		
	
Expressing	Christ’s	love	means	laying	down	the	need	to	win,	abandoning	fixed	
outcomes	to	Christ’s	adaptive	love.	To	self-reliant	independence	it	sounds	like	folly.	
Yet	a	wise	maxim	states,	Love	is	a	mild	insanity;	it	makes	meaning	of	life’s	craziness.		
	
God	calls	his	people	to	disagree	without	becoming	disagreeable;	to	object	but	not	be	
so	objectionable.	Love	conquers	all	by	serving	all.	Brothers	and	sisters	in	the	faith	
are	not	the	enemy.	The	Apostle	reminds	God’s	people	to	strive	for	peace	and	to	
avoid	foolish	and	ignorant	disputes,	knowing	that	they	generate	strife.		
	
Consider:		
When	have	disagreements	and	heated	discussions	resulted	in	arguments	you	wish	
you	had	never	had?	How	has	God	healed	and	restored	your	faith?	How	can	you	
reach	out	today	to	restore	another’s	trust?	Who	can	you	come	alongside	with	peace?	
	
Pray:		
Holy	Spirit,	Comforter,	Counselor,	and	Friend,	come	alongside	me	today.	Let	me	hear	
the	whispers	of	your	love	within	the	depths	of	your	peace.	Enable	me	to	share	new	
hope	with	a	friend	who	is	wounded,	bruised,	or	scorched	by	the	heat	of	argument.	
Come	Holy	Dove,	descend	with	the	Father’s	peace	and	the	Savior’s	love.	Amen.	



May	15	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:1	
But	know	this,	that	in	the	last	days	perilous	times	will	come…		
	
Reflect:	
Perilous	times—pandemic	seasons	among	them—provoke	particular	traits.	Panic	
buying,	hoarding,	and	survivalist	tendencies	take	centre	stage.	News	cameras	film	
long	line-ups	at	the	stores.	Empty	shelves	bear	witness	to	stockpiling	trends.	Shops	
report	runs	on	toilet	paper;	gun	stores	declare	all	ammunition	is	now	sold	out;	some	
shoppers	are	social-media-shamed	for	buying	up	all	of	the	meat	in	their	local	store.	
	
Tight	deadlines—bill	payments,	work	assignments,	tax	returns,	appointments,	or	
special	birthdays—weigh	heavily.	Making	choices—car	or	bike?	Organic	or	
affordable?	Functional	or	fancy	fashion	wear?	Donate	or	sell	my	excess	goods?—
daily	choices	intensify	stress.	Pandemic	pressures	make	our	stress	pot	boil	over.							
	
To	call	the	present	times	the	last	days	is	not	merely	the	prerogative	of	alarmists,	film	
producers	and	conspiracy	theorists.	Quieter	voices	prevail.	The	Bible	describes	
these	in-between	times—the	time	between	Christ’s	Ascension	on	the	Mount	of	
Olives	and	His	soon	return—as	the	last	days.	Today	is	one	those	last,	perilous	days.		
	
The	footnotes	for	today’s	Focus	verse	offer	another	translation	option.	Last	days	can	
be	rendered	times	of	stress.	Stress—on	normal	days—is	part	of	the	human	condition.	
In	pandemic	times,	abnormal	stress	prevails.	The	Apostle	warns	that	in	the	last	days	
perilous	times—times	of	[abnormal]	stress—will	come.	Our	experience	confirms	it.	
	
Like	a	magic	beanstalk	pandemic-stress	grows	rapidly.	Rather	than	reaching	to	
heaven	it	descends.	Its	roots	drill	down	to	a	place	of	deepest	darkness.	Paul	then	
describes	the	stress	resulting	from	those	who	love	themselves	rather	than	God.		
	
My	days	now	include	making	routine	Covid	check-in	calls.	How	are	you	bearing	up?	
How	do	you	get	yourself	unstuck?	Who	can	you	call	for	support?	I	listen.	I	offer	
support.	I	pray.	Some	tell	harrowing	stories.	Others	self-medicate.	Many	use	relief	
behaviors	that	remove	stress	while	distancing	them	from	healthy	outcomes.	A	soul	
in	motion	travels—toward	or	away	from	God.	Faith	builds	a	firm	foundation	for	
resting	in	God’s	love	…and	relaxing	in	his	care.	It	frees	the	soul	from	anxious	fretting.	
	
Consider:		
Today,	quietly	reflect	on	Longfellow’s	rendering	of	words	from	St.	Teresa	of	Avila:	
Let	nothing	disturb	thee/Nothing	affright	thee/All	things	are	passing;/God	never	
changeth;/Patient	endurance/Attaineth	to	all	things;/Who	God	possesseth/In	
nothing	is	wanting;/Alone	God	sufficeth.	
	
Pray:		
God	of	Creation,	Sustainer	of	all	that	is,	I	place	into	our	hands	the	things	I	cannot	do.	
I	seek	your	strength	to	accomplish	only	what	you	grant	for	me	to	do	today.	Amen.	



May	16	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:5	
…having	a	form	of	godliness	but	denying	its	power	
	
Reflect:	
A	token	is	a	helpful	sign	of	an	authentic—often	hidden—reality;	tokenism	is	neither	
helpful	nor	genuine.	Disingenuous	expressions	are	transparently	insincere.		
	
A	token	is	a	visible	and	outward	expression	of	a	discreet,	significant	truth.	Tears	
may	reveal	true	inner	feelings;	a	small	external	gift	a	greater	internal	gratitude.	At	
Pentecost	the	Holy	Spirit	fell	with	mighty	power.	A	disheveled	and	isolated	group	of	
thwarted	and	devastated	followers	of	Jesus	huddled	in	a	room.	Suddenly	endued	
with	the	Holy	Spirit,	they	move	in	expanding	circles:	Jerusalem,	Judea,	and	Samaria.	
To	a	waiting	world	they	announce	the	transforming	Gospel	of	the	crucified	Christ.		
	
God’s	power	first	transforms	their	personal	faith:	Jesus	has	truly	conquered	death	
and	hell.	Then	He	transforms	their	purpose:	Jesus	sends	them	to	reach	a	broken	
world	with	Christ’s	redeeming	love.	Finally	He	transforms	their	future:	eternity	
takes	them	beyond	the	limits	of	earthly	life.	Their	power—to	heal,	raise	the	dead,	
speak	in	other	tongues,	and	discern	the	heart’s	hidden	motives—is	a	token.	It	shows	
God’s	greater	power	to	redeem	His	creation.	God	repairs,	renews	and	restores.			
	
God’s	fully	demonstrates	His	power	in	Creation—in	all	that	we	see	and	all	that	is	
hidden	from	our	eyes.	God’s	speech	forms	all.	His	Word	makes	everything	possible.	
His	Word	dwells	among	us	(John	1:1-5;	10-13).	That	is	the	ultimate	token:	God’s	
love	reaches	out	to	all	that	He	creates.	Moving	forward	by	His	power,	God	forgives	
our	former	faithless	tokenism:	having	a	form	of	godliness	but	denying	its	power.	
	
Christ’s	redemption	enables	our	souls—and	all	creation—to	be	made	new.	Loren	
Wilkinson	reminds	us	that	creation	itself	is	a	token,	an	outward	emblem	of	God’s	
invisible	character:	all	creation	is	included	in	redemption,	it’s	not	merely	for	the	
saving	of	human	souls.	Mary	Ruth	Wilkinson	understands	the	weakness	of	frail	faith	
in	a	broken	world	teased	by	tokenism,	Creation	opens	the	risk	of	catastrophe.	Yet	God	
is	committed	to	such	a	creation.	God’s	love	covers	a	multitude	of—even	my—sins.		
	
Consider:		
How	have	you	settled	for	forms	of	godliness	that	deny	God’s	power	to	transform	
both	you	and	others?	How	does	God	restore	your	confidence	in	His	redeeming	work	
for	His	creation?	How	can	you	work	today	to	repair	a	fractured	world,	mending	
broken	hearts	through	God’s	redeeming	love?		
	
Pray:		
Redeemer	of	All,	renew	my	heart	today	as	your	grace	buys	back	all	of	your	creation.	
Your	grace	is	sufficient	for	me;	Your	strength	is	made	perfect	in	my	weakness.	Like	
your	first	disciples,	let	your	work	begin	in	my	frail	and	closeted	heart.	Move	my	feet	
within	your	world	to	carry	the	Good	News	of	Christ’s	renewing	presence.	Amen.	



May	17	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:5	
And	from	such	people	turn	away!		
	
Reflect:	
Some	years	ago	a	small	team	of	volunteers	worked	in	The	Dawn	Project.	Every	
Friday	night	they	gathered	in	London,	just	off	Trafalgar	Square.	Working	in	pairs	
they	met	with	drug	users,	handing	them	cards—large	print	invitations	to	gather	at	a	
strategically	parked	van.	There,	another	team	served	hot	chocolate,	coffee,	and	
sandwiches.	The	van	doubled	up	as	a	makeshift	ambulance.	It	transported	comatose	
drug	users	to	St.	George’s	Hospital	nearby.	Often—not	always—lives	were	saved.	
	
Regular	visitors	went	directly	to	St.	Peter’s	Church,	Vere	Street,	linked	to	the	work	of	
All	Saint’s	Church	in	Langham	Place.	The	oddest	church	services	I’ve	ever	witnessed	
took	place	at	3:00am	every	Saturday	morning.	Guitars	punched	out	praise	songs	as	a	
leader	presented	the	Gospel.	He	was	direct	and	decisive.	Capturing	the	attention	of	
drowsy	onlookers	was	one	goal—safety	another.	Unpredictable	behaviors	could	
erupt	into	violence.	Team	safety	was	maintained	under	the	watchful	eyes	of	wary	
leaders	while	seasoned	team	nurses	checked	on	the	condition	of	unrousable	visitors.				
	
Conversations	were	usually	compllicated.	A	worker	greets	a	client,	Hi,	where	are	you	
from?	After	a	moment	of	confused	hesitation	the	client	replies,	Yeah,	man,	I’m	from	
Venus.	How	about	you?	Sometimes,	the	love	of	Christ—as	a	Scotsman	once	put	it—is	
better	felt	than	telt	[put	into	words].	When	words	fail	love-in-action	speaks	fluently.		
	
In	today’s	Focus	verse	the	Apostle	warns	against	friendship	with	corrupting	powers.	
Yet,	he	does	not	promote	Christian	ghetto-ism.	Nor	does	he	ignore	the	plight	of	
those	who	are	lost	in	sin.	He	warns,	instead,	against	a	thoughtless	drift	into	the	deep	
waters	of	corrupt	company.	He	exhorts	intentional	living	as	salt	and	light.	
	
Missionary	educator	Maria	Munger	observes:	There	is	no	substitute	for	light;	in	a	
world	deprived	of	it,	every	living	thing	would	die	…To	not	have	the	light	of	Christ	is	to	
be	exposed	to	the	darkness,	which	brings	death.	In	Him	was	life.	Believers	seek	to	
know	Him	whom	to	know	is	life	indeed;	they	demonstrate	Christ’s	loving	light	to	all.	
	
Consider:		
What	unusual	ways	has	God	used	your	life	to	make	Christ	known	to	others?	What	
out-of-the-box	thinking	is	God	prompting	you	to	consider	today	as	you	share	His	
love	with	others?	How	can	you	express	God’s	extraordinary	love	in	ordinary	ways?	
What	is	the	simplest—most	direct—way	for	you	today	to	share	the	love	of	God?	
	
Pray:		
Jesus,	Friend	of	Sinners,	you	are	my	friend	indeed.	Father,	I	thank	You	that	in	my	
ordinary	days	you	manifest	expressions	of	Your	extraordinary	love	for	me.	By	Your	
Holy	Spirit’s	inspiration,	generate	creative	ways	for	me	to	live	out	your	love.	May	
Christ’s	light	shine	brightly	to	bless	friends,	neighbors	and	loved	ones.	Amen.			



May	18	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:10-11	
But	you	have	carefully	followed	my	doctrine,	manner	of	life,	purpose,	faith,	
longsuffering,	love,	perseverance,	persecutions,	afflictions,	which	happened	to	me	
…And	out	of	them	all	the	Lord	delivered	me.		
	
Reflect:	
Release	your	inner	farmer!	Many	reach	a	season	in	their	lives	when	the	urge	to	farm	
fills	their	dreaming	moments.	They	watch	online	videos	from	newly	minted	farmers.	
They	design	a	myriad	plans.	Their	spouses	often	need	to	bring	them	back	to	earth.	
	
One	farmer—he	keeps	Khaki	Campbell	ducks	renowned	for	laying	many	eggs—
gives	his	viewers	many	helpful	hints.	He	advises	that	they	are	social	creatures	able	
to	be	herded.	He	has	trained	them,	at	his	call,	both	to	emerge	from	their	pen	for	
breakfast	and	to	return	at	night	to	sleep.	He	states	that	though	they	do	not	like	to	be	
handled,	a	farmer	can—by	handling	them	from	a	young	age—train	them	to	enjoy	it.	
	
Imprinting	happens	through	early	contact	from	the	time	they	hatch.	A	farmer	will	
discover	that	ducks	bond	with	humans	more	than	most	other	domestic	pets.	As	
much	as	it	is	possible	for	ducks	to	do	so	they	will	even	model	themselves	on	the	
farmer.	Sources	tell	us	that	pet	ducks—complete	with	diapers	(!)—become	clean	
and	entertaining	companions	in	the	home.	They	will	win	any	pecking	order	contest!	
	
The	nearness	of	a	farmer	and	his	ducklings	becomes	a	rudimentary	image	of	the	
nearness	of	God	to	His	creation	and	to	the	people	of	His	choice.	We	are	created	for	
relationship	…with	God	and	with	others	in	the	context	of	creation.	David	B.	Williams	
writes,	Yet	God	who	is	near	is	not	only	near	in	creation,	in	place	and	time,	but	also	in	
the	lives	of	his	children.	He	is	so	near	that	“in	him	we	live	and	move	and	exist.	God	
revealed	in	creation	is	God	present	today	in	our	lives.	He	is	your	Good	Shepherd.	
	
Our	Focus	verse	today	picks	up	the	theme	of	bonding	and	positive	imitation.	In	the	
final	days	of	his	life,	the	Apostle	celebrates	the	relational	bond	of	faith	that	exists	
with	Timothy.	Paul’s	imprint	of	faith	profoundly	shapes	the	character	and	ministry	
of	the	younger	Timothy.	Doctrine—biblical	faith—is	involved.	It	bears	fruit	in	
Timothy’s	manner	of	life.	The	younger	pastor	of	the	Church	at	Ephesus	shares	his	
mentor’s	purpose,	faith,	[and]	love.	But	Paul’s	faith	is	costly,	involving	longsuffering	
…perseverance,	persecutions,	afflictions,	which	happened	to	me	…And	out	of	them	all	
the	Lord	delivered	me.	God	remains	faithful.	The	Good	Shepherd	tends	His	flock.	
	
Consider:		
Who	is	your	valued	mentor	in	the	faith?	Who	models	the	consecrated	life,	cheering	
you	on	in	your	discipleship	journey?	In	this	season	of	your	life	who	can	you	mentor?	
	
Pray:		
God	of	Peace,	who	brought	the	great	shepherd	of	the	sheep,	our	Lord	Jesus,	back	to	
life,	may	the	blood	of	the	eternal	promise	ever	keep	me	in	Your	service.	Amen.	



May	19	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:12	
Yes,	and	all	who	desire	to	live	godly	in	Christ	Jesus	will	suffer	persecution.	
	
Reflect:	
In	their	book	Two	Tears	on	the	Window,	Canadian	missionaries	Julia	and	Kevin	
Garratt	recount	a	true	life	story.	First,	they	endured	being	abducted;	then	they	spent	
775	days	in	a	Chinese	prison.	Separated,	each	prayed	that	their	spouse	might	remain	
alive.	In	this	truly	intimidating	and	harrowing	persecution	they	threw	themselves	
upon	the	mercy	of	God.	They	relied	on	Him	alone	trusting	God	not	to	fail	them.	
	
In	working	to	reach	Chinese	people	with	the	love	of	Christ	they	suddenly	became	
unwitting	pawns	caught	in	a	wider	political	play-off.	China,	Canada	and	the	United	
States	engaged	in	a	tit-for-tat	high	stakes	game	of	espionage	and	accusations.	God’s	
faithful	people	became	political	bargaining	chips.	Gospel	and	culture	collided.	
	
The	Vancouver	couple	opened	a	coffee	shop	in	2008.	They	situated	it	in	Dan	Dong,	
China,	near	the	border	with	North	Korea.	In	2014,	China	charged	them	with	stealing	
government	secrets.	The	pair	were	promptly	arrested.	Chinese	authorities	refused	
to	tell	Peter,	their	son,	where	his	parents	were	being	taken.	The	experience	forever	
changed	their	lives.	Yet,	they	now	speak	about	it	with	great	grace	and	some	humor.		
	
J.I.	Packer	writes,	There’s	a	difference	between	knowing	about	God	and	knowing	God.	
When	you	truly	know	God,	you	have	energy	to	serve	him,	boldness	to	share	him,	and	
contentment	in	him.	His	words	might	aptly	be	applied	to	the	Garratt’s	situation.	
	
Suffering	is	central	to	the	human	condition.	Everyone	discovers	distress.	Sorrow	
calls	out	to	others	for	assistance,	help,	and	relief.	Yet,	followers	of	Jesus	expect	
additional	travail.	Discipleship	delivers	particular	challenges	as	the	Holy	Spirit	sifts	
a	soul.	Henri	Nouwen	describes	the	Eucharistic	life.	Like	bread	in	God’s	hands,	we	
must	first	be	broken	before	we	can	be	given	as	a	blessing	to	others.	Yet,	faithful	are	
the	wounds	of	a	friend;	and	what	a	friend	we	have	in	Jesus!	He	is	but	a	prayer	away.	
	
God	is	with	us	in	persecution,	notes	Gisela	Kreglinger	(St.	Andrews	University):	With	
the	coming	of	Christ,	the	promise	of	God’s	leading	and	deliverance	finds	its	climax.	Not	
only	does	God	go	before	us	to	guide	and	deliver	us,	he	now	dwells	with	us	in	the	most	
unlikely	way:	in	Christ,	he	has	become	one	of	us	so	that	we	might	be	one	with	him.	
	
Consider:		
On	your	journey	of	faith,	when	has	God	called	you	to	suffer	for	the	Gospel?	How	
have	you	discovered	Him	to	be	fully	in	your	story?	Where	is	He	today	for	you?	How	
might	you	share	that	truth	with	someone	who	has	suffered?	
	
Pray:		
God	of	the	lonely	road,	You	walk	beside	me	every	step	of	the	way.	Thank	You	for	
Your	protective	presence,	Your	profound	provision,	and	Your	perfect	peace.	Amen.				



May	20	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:13-14	
But	evil	men	and	impostors	will	grow	worse	and	worse,	deceiving	and	being	deceived.	
But	you	must	continue	in	the	things	which	you	have	learned	and	been	assured	of,	
knowing	from	whom	you	have	learned	them,	
	
Reflect:	
Is	it	just	my	imagination	…or	is	the	number	of	telephone	frauds	increasing?	Like	a	
virus,	they	mutate	and	morph	into	new	and	dangerous	forms.	The	frail	and	the	
elderly	hide	from	them	in	fear,	isolating	from	the	threat	of	theft.		
	
A	widow	loses	her	family	fortune	to	a	newcomer	to	her	church.	A	powerful	man	in	a	
powerful	job,	he	often	works	out	of	town.	He	says	he	has	fallen	in	love	with	her.	She	
feels	swept	off	her	feet	by	his	words	of	interest	and	promise.	His	firm	is	negotiating	
a	vital	purchase.	Foreign	income	is	assured	but	delayed	just	for	now.	The	deal	may	
fall	through.	Can	she	help	with	a	bridging	loan	for	two	weeks?	It	will,	of	course,	be	
repaid	with	handsome	interest.	She	leaps	to	assist.	Tragically,	she	loses	her	
newfound	love,	retirement	savings,	self-esteem,	and	her	trust	in	promised	love.		
	
Incoming	phone	calls	instruct	you	to	pay	the	tax	office—or	dire	results	will	soon	
follow.	Emails	declare	that	offices	in	Africa	require	your	benevolent	bank	account	to	
receive	funds	in	return	for	a	large	share	of	the	money.	A	ridiculously	rich	and	distant	
relative	has	left	an	estate	that	waits	to	be	settled	…	and	you	are	the	sole	beneficiary	
and	they	need	to	pay	you	right	now.	Who	wrote	this	encyclopedia	on	how	to	rob	the	
innocent	and	trusting	among	us?	The	Apostle	warns	against	deceptive	practitioners.	
	
To	lose	money,	relationships,	and	trust	is	bad	indeed.	To	lose	eternal	hope	is	even	
worse.	Paul	warns	of	a	more	serious	scam—spiritual	deception.	The	evil	men	and	
impostors	he	forewarns	will	grow	worse	and	worse.	They	are	in	the	business	of	
deceiving	and	being	deceived.	Their	goal	is	to	deflect	believers	from	their	Pilgrim	
path.	If	evil	men	succeed,	many	risk	not	reaching	their	goal—the	Celestial	City.	The	
New	Jerusalem	is	God’s	safe	place	of	welcoming	embrace	into	His	eternal	presence.	
	
The	quick	test	is	does	the	Bible	confirm	their	message?	Who	do	they	say	that	Jesus	is?	
Is	He	is	their	one	way	to	God?	Do	they	declare	Him	the	Son	of	God,	Savior	of	the	
world?	Do	they	preach	His	atoning	death	on	behalf	of	hell-bound	sinners?	Do	they	
urge	the	lost	to	be	found	only	in	Him?	Do	their	lives	reflect	those	truths?	Belief	
begets	action;	action	confirms	soul-values.	Live	biblically	into	God’s	future	for	you.	
	
Consider:		
When	have	you	felt	the	sting	of	deceit?	How	has	God’s	gentle	healing	been	brought	
to	you?	What	helps	you	to	learn	to	safely	trust	again?		
	
Pray:		
God	of	new	beginnings,	mend	my	broken	heart.	Protect	me	from	the	schemes	of	evil	
men.	Set	me	upon	the	Pilgrim	path	that	leads	me	back	to	you.	In	Jesus’	Name,	Amen.	



May	21	
Focus:	2	Timothy	3:16-17	
Every	part	of	Scripture	is	God-breathed	and	useful	one	way	or	another—showing	us	
truth,	exposing	our	rebellion,	correcting	our	mistakes,	training	us	to	live	God’s	way.	
Through	the	Word	we	are	put	together	and	shaped	up	for	the	tasks	God	has	for	us.	
	
Reflect:	
The	soldiers	snapped	to	attention.	The	special	parade	was	at	a	close.	The	Regimental	
Sergeant-Major	requested	the	Padre	to	present	gifts	to	each	soldier—a	camouflage-
covered	copy	of	the	New	Testament	and	Psalms.	Before	doing	so,	he	told	a	story.	
	
“I	thought	it	was	an	urban	myth,”	he	started.	“I	had	heard	of	more	than	one	soldier	
in	battle	carrying	a	personal	Bible.	Under	fire	it	stopped	a	bullet	and	saved	a	life.	But	
I	had	never	seen	one.	I	described	that	urban	myth	recently	to	a	support	group	
raising	money	for	the	Bible	Society	in	England.	Someone	took	particular	interest	in	
that	tale.	She	and	her	husband	were	my	hosts;	I	was	booked	to	stay	in	their	home.	
	
“As	we	arrived	that	evening,	she	excused	herself.	A	moment	later	she	reappeared.	‘I	
want	to	show	you	this,’	she	said.	Unwrapping	a	small	parcel,	she	showed	me	an	old	
pocket	Bible.	‘This,’	she	said,	‘belonged	to	my	father.	He	carried	it	into	battle	in	
WWII.	As	he	ran	up	a	hill	to	take	an	enemy	position	He	was	thrown	to	the	ground.	
First	he	checked	that	he	was	not	bleeding;	then	he	looked	for	his	buddy	ready	to	
accuse	him	of	pushing	him	into	the	dirt.	Later,	in	the	relative	safety	of	the	evening	he	
pulled	out	his	Bible	to	finish	his	devotions.	That’s	when	he	saw	this!’	She	pointed	to	
the	hole	where	the	bullet	had	lodged.	He	father	had	long-since	pulled	it	out.	
	
After	telling	his	story,	the	Padre	handed	out	pocket	Bibles	to	the	troops.	At	the	close	
of	the	parade	an	onlooker,	a	Vietnam	vet,	approached	him.	He	said,	“Padre	I	know	
your	story	is	more	than	just	an	urban	legend.”	The	padre	waited	sensing	there	was	
more	to	the	former	Sergeant’s	story.	In	tears	the	US	vet	said,	“Look!”	He	reached	into	
his	button-down	jacket	pocket	and	handed	the	Padre	his	own	pocket	Bible.	“See	
this?	That’s	where	the	bullet	hit	me.	This	Bible	saved	my	life!”	
	
The	Apostle—in	the	contemporary	language	of	The	Message—says,	Every	part	of	
Scripture	is	God-breathed	and	useful	one	way	or	another.	I	suspect	that	Paul	did	not	
have	in	mind	those	two	Bibles	I	saw	and	held.	The	Scripture’s	value	lies	in	showing	
us	truth,	exposing	our	rebellion,	correcting	our	mistakes,	training	us	to	live	God’s	way.	
Those	soldiers	and	their	loved	ones	also	know	the	battle	truth	that	in	all	ways,	
through	the	Word	we	are	put	together	and	shaped	up	for	the	tasks	God	has	for	us.	
	
Consider:		
When	has	God	brought	to	your	mind	a	specific	Bible	verse	to	protect	or	guide	you?	
Why	not	pray	for	a	specific	word	of	Scripture	to	support	a	friend	in	need?	
	
Pray:		
Lord,	by	your	Word	speak	directly	to	my	heart	today	for	the	blessing	of	many.	Amen.	


