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One of the most beloved hymns of our new hymnary, is called Draw the Circle 
Wide. You can probably sing it along: Draw it wider still ... No one stands alone, 
standing side by side ... draw the circle wide.
Imagine that now, because we cannot re-create it!

Standing side by side to create a community of kinship such that it might be 
called Family through God’s eyes. No one stands alone: the best of what we 
yearn for family to be.  Of course, often family as we experience it ,falls short, 
but it is still a powerful metaphor. There are others: a sacrament of belonging, a 
community.  Or Jesus’ favourite - friends.

The sacrament today is a virtual embodiment of this circle of compassion. Then 
we imagine no one standing outside of that circle, moving ourselves closer to 
the edges so that we can pass the plate of taco chips - or was it bagels, or a 
fresh baguette? - always making more room until we are all at the edge, that the
centre will not be powerful and full of prestige, but the place we look through to 
sing to each other across the spaces. 

On Mother’s Day, we offer our invisible neighbours our fresh orange juice, or 
water or genuine Welch’s grape juice.  In our imagination, we reach out and 
back to make sure there is no one back there, waiting to be invited in.

What a powerful motivator:  Like in John Lennon’s beautiful song, Imagine, no 
cultural or religious divides to separate us. This is the best of Family!  A kinship 
based in spirituality beyond neighbourhood, or DNA or relationship. Despite the 
fact that we speak different languages and view the world from different 
perspectives, I believe the vast majority of us seek to feel like they belong here 
-us with them and vice versa.

 Pema Chodron, an ordained Buddhist nun, writes of compassion and suggests 
that its truest measure lies, not in our service of those on the margins, but in our 
willingness to see ourselves in kinship with them.” 

Happy Mother’s Day


