
Prayers of the People- March 18, 2018 
 
Please sit or stand as is your custom.  When I say, God in your Mercy, answer with “Hear Our Prayers” 
 
Dear God,   
 
In this period of Lent, we thank you first and foremost for the gift of your son Jesus, whose path we 
follow in our scripture readings as we approach the time of his crucifixion and resurrection, and whose 
path we follow as we live our lives as Christians.  We give thanks for the Holy Church, and for those 
whose mission it is to further our understanding and commitment to the word of God.  Thank you for 
Christ Church Gabriola, our little country church in the wildwood, and for the gift of Rev. Karen whose 
ministry brings us closer to a strengthened relationship with you. Bless Logan and the Anglican Diocese 
of BC and Jordan Cantwell, the moderator of the United Church.  Bless all the churches that this very 
morning relive again that difficult journey that Jesus travelled on his way to the cross.  Help us to be 
humbled by his suffering and grateful for the blessings of his resurrection.  God in your mercy, “hear our 
prayers”, 
 
In our complex and difficult world, help us all to remain faithful to the message of love that Jesus brings. 
When we think of the people who are suffering because of the sudden upheaval in their lives caused by 
accidents like the bridge collapse in Florida, or because famine, floods, and other events cause 
horrendous loss of life, help us to believe that our prayers and the Holy Spirit can create some light in 
the darkness of their lives, that life is worth living and that the world can become a better place.  God in 
your mercy, “hear our prayers” 
 
We are often indifferent to the ills of our planet yet we know that we need to be stewards of this earth 
in order to ensure that our grandchildren will have a healthy, happy life.  Help the leaders and all the 
friends and ordinary people who work hard to promote awareness of the state of the earth and help 
each one of us to act responsibly to ensure that we have clean water, air and oceans.   This takes energy 
that sometimes is hard to muster, so forgive us our indifference and help us to do better.  God in your 
mercy, “hear our prayers.” 
 
In our community there is bereavement, illness, and loneliness. We pray for Angela and the Nutter 
family as they mourn the loss of Al, may your presence be a comfort to them all.  We pray for all who 
are facing surgery or who are ill, and we remember them now out loud or silently in our hearts.  Pause, 
God in your mercy, “hear our prayers” 
 
Blessed God, help us to remain thankful for the blessings we have.  As our world buds out in leaf, help us 
to recreate this season of renewal and new beginnings in our hearts.  In our community of faith, help 
our church to “till the soil”, to do the work that will ensure a fruitful harvest.  Help us all to remember 
that we are the church, all of us in these pews. Grant us patience when things irritate us, and wisdom 
when action is needed, not only in our church, but in our daily life.  God, in your mercy, “Hear our 
prayers. 
 
We pray this in your blessed name, Amen and now we will Say or sing the Lord ’s Prayer. 
 
 
 
    


