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0N Into thelr everyday lives, students will
emselves for this wn’l’(. ? i s

8 N
o Preparedt Index oarda or slips of paper

fnvelopes, stamps
0 PraiseRac G0, C0 page,

Before class, or while students

are tdying up their Step 3 wteas, prepare i set of
eands for euch, | e tdying up their Step 3 activity areas, prepar t
o b " SHdent present, with one card each labeled “home,” “school,” and
°“‘R\'\ EROO List on the board the thice places you used on the card
What temptations do you face
nstead of God?

in cach of these places to follow others

What are some opportunities to obey God first in these places!

:m:u ASEHO Gt 10 each student. Think about what may happen in each of
aces this week that may give you a chance to obey God first. Write a short
deseription of the situation and what you could do to obey God first. Tt may be one
of the situations diseussed, or another one you may think of.

APhIIS Seudents are weiting, play the Unit 21 song from the PraisePac CD. When
students have completed as many cards as they have ideas for, or time allows, encourage
students to take these cards home to serve as reminders for themselves to obey God first
in every situation, particularly those they listed on the cards

Gather in a eirele for prayer. Pray for the students to be able to follow through
their goals for obeying God this week.

Optional: Hand out envelopes and tell students to put their home addresses on them
When the envelopes are correctly addressed, hand out the stamps. Ask them not to
seal the envelopes. Assure students you will not look at what they wrote. Use the open
envelopes toslip inanote of encouragement or appreciation before you mail them. Tell
students they will receive their envelopes in the mail by midweek and they can check

on their progress.

seeing God throughout the Week: We can obey God when we read and &
\Word and pray to Him. Then we can hear His voice and respond in ot ot
t rea; the Bible and pray each day, and then listen to how He asks them to obey Hir
0

situations He places them in.

e:
Have Extra 1;:": to wilte a thyme of thythmic verse about obeying God first. For
e

work t09 vents Inthe Bible story, the memory verse, the Lesson Focus (‘In all
they the ed times they can choose to obey God first. You can act as a “scribe”
ideas God fist) ll;‘oard gudents can then work together to put the whole rhyme
he 5
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Study ‘_ S pp. 2-3, Bibles, Teaching Aid 7
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Acts 4:1-2

Bible B
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5:12-42
Focus:

In all situations, obey God first

The early church grew rapidly
under the leadership and

preaching of Peter and the

other apostles. The Jewish

leaders, led by the Sanhedrin (the Jewish

Senate or supreme court), were not happy

about it, for the new teaching undermined

their authority and rules.

The Sanhedrin, which was made up of the

high priest and 70 members of the priestly

families, had tremendous judicial power over

the Hebrews. They had authority over all

noncapital judicial cases. This group put Jesus

on trial and convinced the Roman authorities
t0 put Him to death. The early-church leader
Stephen was later tried before the Sanhedrin

This time the Jewish authorities took matters

into their own hands and stoned Stephen

to death—the first Christian martyr, The

Roman authorities may have overlooked the

execution regulation in this case

After the crucifixion, they probably

thought they had settled the matter, when

along came Jesus’ disciples, preaching in

His name and doing miraculous things!

The Sanhedrin tried to stop the growth of

the Church and silence the apostles. T1

ey

tried imprisonment, flogging, and simply
commanding them to stop. Nothing worked
The believers told the high priest that their

preaching was in obedience to God (imp

lying

that the words of the authorities were not!)

s0 they had to continue. And indeed, Gods

instructions to the apostles had

one of His angels

{ive minutes o whenever suppli

1 come through
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ing the Bible and Bible Adventures, students will study Acts 4:1..
42, in which the apostles choose to obey God rather than human m

Materials:
(3 Bible Adventures, pp. 2-3, Bibles, Teaching Aid 7

Once again, display the “Heroes of the Bible” poster of Peter (Teaching Aid 7),
sure your students still have their Bible Adventures leaflets handy, and ask “
find “Unlimited Loyalty,” the Bible study beginning on page 2. Students Shmldajm
find Acts 5:41-42 in their Bibles, Ask students to read the opening sentences of
Advenures silently 10 themselves and 1o look up at you when they have finisheq
reading that section,

When it appears that all students are ready, ask an expressive reader to read the fing
Seripture Spotlight section (Acts 5:17-21a). Point out the high priests and a80Ciates
on the poster. When the reading is complete, discuss the following questions,

O Why were the high priest and his associates jealous? (Because 5o many
people were trning to Jesus and becoming part of the Church. The high priest and his

associates may have felt they were losing their power or influence.)

D)) Why do you think the angel told the disciples to stand in the temple
courtyard? (Allow for discussion. Point out to students that the temple was a very
public place—the center of much of Jerusalem’s public life. Everyone would see the
disciples there and know that they had been let out of prison. Also, they could tell many

people there about Jesus.)

tempie courts, as they had boen 1old, | rplied: “We must obey God ratber

and began (0 tsach the peopte. than human beings!”
Why wers the high prest and his What was most important to Peter ; -
associates Jealous? Why do you a0d the other apostes? Howde |
think the angel told the disciples. Yo think the members ofthe |
o stand in the temple courtyard? Sanhodrin fot when they heard
What was the “new lfe"? Peter's repiy?

| - re Sanhedrin punished the
d i

‘aposties with a whipprg* end then |
released them, 2

more and more people belleved and
became part of the church,

Read Acts 5:4142. How dd
the aposties foel about the
punlshment? What did they do?.

Then the high
priest and ail

his sssociates,

Acts 5:17-21,26.20
members of the party
of the Sadducees, were

o with jesiousy. They

The apostis were
brought in and made

@ apear betors
the Sanhecrin 10 be
nongel of the avestonsd by the
| Londapaned e doars gh orist. e gave
| o the jal and rought you st orders
| them ot o, 00 tesch n this
| sand nthe name, o saic
amplocourts Yoty hav st
e sai, and Jotsotem with your
| o the poopie tasching and are
| a tout s detonnined to make
| oo e us gulty o s man's
AL darnai bood
ey entered e Pote ana e
other aposties
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Peter and the other
apostles replied: “We
must obey God rather
than human beings!”

Acts 5:29

This verse works well
a5 a call and response.
Have one student say
the first section of the
ese and the rest of
class respond with
Peter and the
s said. The entire
an then say the
:nce together. 5y
rse several times,
ing a different
nt to say the first
on each time.

“new lifery (Believing

SEeter was tlling others

¥ fonal Paragrn

: agrap

W When  the high pricst cq

hm“w'mmphc‘ ey were gone. Someone 1ol
ourts teaching (e people.

o Swl::.h £Or two volunteers 1o read the
i) readers at eachy paragraph, W1
160 unison, Then discuss (hese

g in Jesus, When we believe in Jesn

howw they could expertence this wonderful

, our lives

h to your students, It s peprinted here for your

lled for the disciples from jail the next
d him that the disciples were back in the
next Scripture Spotlight section, Acts 5:26
1en the final paragraph is reached, have your

questions;

© What v
i e ox important to Peter and the other apostles? (Obesing God
mg God, Telling others about Jesus,)

O How do you think the members o

{ the Sanhedrin felt when they heard

PEters reply? (Angry, becase Pecer was saying they were not speaking for God.)

: © How does Peter show loyalty to G

when it was dangerous o do so.)

: Choose a volunteer to read the last tr:

Sanhedrin punished . . .") and the relared

od in His life? (He s

poke out for Jesus even

Have students quietly read Acts 5:41-42 from their Bibles

© How did the apostles feel about th

chosen o suffer for Jesus. They rejoiced that they were able to do this for Jesus.)

© What did they do? (Kept on teaching

nsitional paragraph (beginning with “The
footnote

e punishment? (They felt honored to be
about Jesus. Every day, everywhere they could,

they never stopped telling others about Jesus.)

This question is a tool by which you can assess how well students have grasped the lesson

© God’s Word tells us that we are suj

pposed to obey those in authority over

us. Is it ever okay to not obey them? And if 50, when? (All answers should

closely reflect the Lesson Focus: If there

is a difference bewween what God has told us

10 do and what human authority is telling us, we should always follow what ( jod says

Point out that this rule applies to peer-pressure situations as well.)
We all face situations where it would be easy to

The disciples wer¢ ©
y SO

same power

follow other people rather than God.

mpowered by God to do what God wanted. We can ask for that
that we can obey God firs

t.
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th God's Word

: This lesson,
first in every
a different way. Use as many of these activits
your students choose freely among them.

Students will practice the lesson from Acts 4:1 -22; 5:
at it means to obey God first in all situations.

from Acts 4:1-22 and 5:12-42, encourages your students to qbty‘
situation. Each of the three activities below will reinforce the B
y choices as your situation allows, and Je;

12-42 by explorj

the High Road

O Bible Adventures, p. 4
O Pencils

This practical activity helps your
students anticipate times when

it may be hard to obey God first.
Have students tum in their 8ib/e
Adventures to page 4 and complete
the exercise, “Take the High Road.”
Instructions are found in the yellow
box at the top of the page.The
object is for students to look at
peer-pressure ‘obstacles” that they
might encounter that could prevent
them from following God first. They
should then choose ways to avoid or
get through those obstacles.

| © What does the memory
| verse, Acts 5:29, have to
do with “taking the high

road”?

), SRR e T S &

Guest Interview

An adult or youth visitor
@ Create list of interview questions

This activity helps your students
identify with an older Christian
who has obeyed God first in his

or her life. Arrange for a guest to
visit your class so that students

can interview him or her about a
time the guest obeyed God first
rather than following what people
said to do. Before the guest arrives,
have preteens create a list of
interview questions. They will enjoy
interacting with your guest and can
learn from his or her experience.

i materials and gather back together.

|

When the time you have allotted is up, ask your students to clean up the

 Bursting Bible
KEnowledge
@ Envelopes

@ Slips of paper
O Bibles

Before class, write review questions
from this quarter on slips of paper.
Write the reference that contains
the answer on the back of the slip.
Give one student or helper a master
answer sheet. Put one slip of paper
inside each envelope and seal it,

In class, divide students into
relay teams. Each team should have
the same number of envelopes. Give |
the first person in line an envelope.
Atyour signal, the first player passes'
the envelope between herlegsto
the next person in line. The envelop
is passed alternately between
players'legs and over players’ heiﬁi
all the way down the line. The last
person opens the envelope, tells

|
{

another envelope. If the questi
answered incorrectly, students

question. The relay continues
the envelopes are gone.

| © How can reading
| help you obey God?




