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foapply to their everyday lives
he Bible story about Cotnelius,
e children will decide to accept
omeone that God accepts,

Materials:

@ Paper bag or box
Slips of paper
Pencils or markers
praisePac CD and PDF
song sheets
CD player

for
Idren to continue praying this week

on they have a hard i in
I them that God will help the R

uations,

:::ﬂ::‘ﬂ Teartiing to ay o, tive
v muwlng the children 1o ke
Pt or aecepting someone (hy
Aaccepty,
Our church is made up of all kinds
of P-wl: t'n:‘ (::\‘ ChurchGos
. ¥ Everyone whi
trusts Jesus as Savior s accepted into God's
Chureh, And that includes some peaple we
may not like or accept at first. The Jewish
believers had to learn 1o accept the non
Jewish believers into the chreh,

© Think to yourselt. Who is
someone you have a hard time
accepting in our chureh? (\lloy o
few moments for the childien tv honestly
and silently reflect. Explain to the childien
that you do not want them to tell anyone
else the answer to this question, This is just
between each individual child and God )

Have the children write their answer on o
slip of paper. They should not sign their dlips

me acoeptind.

| TAKE-HOMES

© Wiat ean vou do 16 assept ihis
Person? (Again, s questing is hotween

ek child aied Gl Give the chilbien Hive

fo think and peflect )

After a ol of ininites, ave (i

ehildyen diop thetr slips of paper inio the

()

Have the chitldien stand o il

bag of b

Prayer Time

Kirng the Uit 21 suiig i
the Praselae CD fonid i
the Creative Teaching Al
packet

Arunid (he voitaines They miay piay
silently for somieoie ey have o had tine
aveepling Envourage the childien (o ik
o o creating that person and ask God
(00 Belp i aveepting that persoi

Close By Baving (e s say 0 winison

o aevepts all kinds of peaple i 1
Chuich”

Bl Hasls Avts 100148
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Bible Readiness
To help connect their ¢
others to the Bible gty

¥ about Corneli
children will talk alyny Rl the

taccepting others
[] Bible Discoveries P. 1, pencily

ing Others

Loason Video for Btep 81
Use the coda on the inside

Bible Basta Acta (00 48
Lesson FOuus: God i
et oof preaple diite Hs € hiiech
Meimary Verse: “Cud dove i

ahow favaritiam but aecepts fom

\ every natlon tie one who fears him

andd dues what 1o vight " Acto 10034

front cover of this

Bible Study:
Acts 10:1-48

Jsing the Bible and Bible Discovey

ries, children will
study Acts 10:1-48; Peter tells the

Gospel to Cornelius

(1] Bible Study: Bible Discoveries pp. 2-3,
Teaching Aid 2 (from Elementary Creative
Teaching Aids), Bibles, pencils

[ Bible Review: Bible Discoveries pp. 2-3, Bible
time clothes

(1] Memory Verse Practice: No materials needod

Bible Activity Choices

Children will choose activities to help them discover

who is in the Church

[} Seek & Find: Bible Discoveries p. 4, markers
[@ Discovery Sheet: Discovery Pack Project K,
per Optional: church directory or church
leaders

God Accepts. . . : Classroom chairs

Bible Response

To apply to their everyday lives the Bible story about
Cornelius, the children will decide to accept someone

that God accepts.

B Paper bag or
or markers, PraisePac Cl
(from Elementary Creative Teac!
player, Friends Lesson 9

cils
hoe box, slips of paper, pen
. D and PDF song sheets
hing Aids), cD

\._ teachor's guide,

Understanding the Bible

Peter was staying with o tanner (Acts i 3). Gire

tanners worked with the slins of dead aniial

peaple in this occupation were often considered
“unclean” under Jewish law, Wiile mont fe ol
have avoided a tanner, Peter's willingiess (o sty in
one's home indicates un acceptusice of people despite
religlous regulations and may have ben o steps
toward Peter’s ability to accept Gentiles

With Cornelius’s converston, the isste of Gentilos
Joining the church became critical. Usitil this tie
Christians had continued 1o obwerve Jewish law and
custom: circumcision, not eating unclean aniimals,
and avolding contact with Gentiles, After acce ping
d
criticism from some church leaders in Jerusalem
(Acts 1), Though they quickly accepted the fact that
God had welcomed Gentiles nto His Church, the

Gentiles as part of God's family, Peter recelv

issue of practicing Jewish customs remained an issu
for quite some time (Gal, 2:11-16; 51 12)

Cornelius, a Gentile, wis a Roman centurion
(a commander of 100 soldiers) who lived with b
family in the city of Caesarea This city was the
headquarters of the Romun |¢ wlons in Palestine, 1t
was an Important port city on the Mediterranean and
the first city on record to have Gentile ¢ hristians and
a non-Jewish church

takes more than five Minutes or whenever supphies are
45t of standard materials (on page 6)

B This symbol will appear whe "mm,
needed that are not included

o
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When Teaching the Bible to
Elementary Students . . ,

Having an attitude of grudging acceptance toward
others is “politically correct,” but the reasoning

behind it is not biblically sound, Give students a

true basis for accepting others through this Lesson

Focus and your own example

« Consider the negative words your students
probably have heard regarding others, Their

experience has taught them more about not

accepting certain people than about accepting

them because God does,

« Evaluate your example of accepting the hard-
to-handle child, the socially-inept student, or the
person who just rubs you the wrong way, Children
learn by your example even more than by what you

say during the lesson time,

« Be persistent with encouragement and
acceptance, Make a habit of finding something
sincere and positive to say about each student each
week. Your acceptance of them will help them
learn how to accept others

Early Bird Options

As students arrive, provide them with an activity that will draw them into today’s lesson. p
Here are a couple activities for thern to do while you greet students to your

assroom
Church Puzzle—Cut apart the pleces of Teaching Aid 14, “We Are the
Church,” following the lines on the back side of the puzzle. Introduce this
o by letting early arrivers put together this jigsaw
them thinking about their ideas on accepting

week's Bible memory ver

puzzi

This will help ge

others
Church Team Game ~Set out “The Church Team” game (Teaching Aid
9 the children play the game according to the directions. As they

ach room, have them answer the question:

© Who in our church does something for our church’s
team in this room?

Bible Basis: Acts 10:1-48
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{ohelp ot thete
perienves ol avepting

thors o e ik atory who
Comeltun e children will tall
bout Aveepting others,

aterialsl

| fible Discoverfes, p, 1
| Pencili

TS THL PRORIENT |
¥ L

Rendinoss

T

el propare the iy 1o dndorstand
e Biblo story 1o At 10 of Pojoy
WECeptng Cormoliug 1 the chireh, bugin
clon witl o ACUVILY i disciusnion ot
ACCOpHng i rojoc g others

P ot pencils and il Discoverii

Divide the children into spal Broups of two
ot three ehildren, All the ehildren should
W00k at page 1 10 ble Discoverjes for 1esson

Y Reud the cartoon to the entire class or have

the small growps rend it, Also have them
read the quentions at the bottonm, Then have
the small groups bratnstorm different things
Il conld sy I the last frame, Tndividual
childdren may choose the idea they like best
to write on thelr page,

Move between the groups of children,
listening to thelr brainstorming and being,
avallable to help i needed,

When finished, gather the groups back
together for a time of discussion,

© Have you ever had a hard

time accepting someone? What
happened? ncourage the children

{0 share from their personal experiences
without naming names. (‘The children’s
opinions may include people }u«l(h xIUlwgm {0
in age, ethnic background, abilities, habits,
children who treat others in a mean wity,
and so on, Most children will ]!mbx.ﬂﬂy
name a clagsmate or another child in their
nelgl\burhood. though some chlhlm? r;myv :
mention stepfamily, snm::unr: in your L hurch,
or someone that you don't expect to be

named.)

that its normal for children
i based on emotion
{0 make decisions n emof
L i‘g:hnn reason, (For example, [‘dfml
o I just don't like him.”) Children
o heir minds frequently.

et :
ihis age :‘:::}1’:3,“,, my friend,but not this
(“Last W

week”)

Keep in mind

O Have you sver fait that you
were not asoepted by those
sround you? How did it make you
faol? Apain, cncourage the o

volunteer to share their idea

ldren to
and feoling
without naming names of those involved
(Bome of thelr answers may include; being
Taft out at someonds birthday party, not
being neluded in a game on the playground
fealing that some ehild fs talking about them
ete,) Some children may find that they da
not want (o share simply because they do feel
excluded in many situations, That’s fine. A
they listen and learn from today’s Bible story,
they will find that God accepts all individual
no matter what, This can bring great comfort

to such children.

Accept the children
Judgment at this point, This can be a difficult

tatements without

lesson for adults as well as children to learn.
However, as the children study the Bible
story in Acts 10, they will see God's desire for
everyone to know Him and become part of
His Church,

Tie to the Bible

God made everyone different, and He also
made everyone spe

al. Sometimes there

are people we have a hard time accepting
because they are so different from us. They
might do things we don’t like, or the way
they look makes us feel uncomfortable.
And others may feel that way about us!

But God says that everyone who loves
and believes in Jesus can be part of His
Church, Let’s check out our Bible story for
clues about how God accepts all kinds of
people into His Church,

61

v
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Discoveries, children w
Acts 10:1-48: Peter tells the
Gospel to Cornel

Materials:

Bible Study
[ Bible Discoveries, p. 2-3
[ Teaching Aid 2

Memory Verse Practice
[T No materials needed

Bible Study:
Acts 10:1-48

Using the Bible and Bible Gather children into a circle at a table or on

tudy

pencils, Bibles, and Bible Discoveries.

Ask a child to find the Book of Acts on
the Bible Overview Chart (Teaching Aid 2).
Talk about how Acts tells about the early
church. Today’s Bible story tells about the

[ Bibles people followed God’s ways plus many other
[ Pencils rules made up by the religious leaders. The
Bible Review Gentiles were all the non-Jews. Jews and

[J Bible Discoveries, pp. 2-3 Gentiles didn’t accept each other. Peter was
[J Bible-time clothes Jewish and Cornelius was Gentile. Until the

time of this story, only Jews had believed

in Jesus. Also explain to the children that
in the Old Testament God often spoke
through angels. Since the angel in this story

A
PNy

prayers. Send some servanis o the city
of Joppa. They shoud look for a man

named Simon. Look fot him in a house
by the sea

LL] Read Acts 10:5.
What was Simon's other name?

Peter
5 you know who he was?

~a-disciple of Jesus

Narrator: So Comelus obeyed and sent
w0 of s servants and one soldier to lock
for Simon Peter.

Whil the servants were traveling, Peter
was up on the roof of the house having
dream of his own. He saw heaven open
Alarge sheet was let down. On the sheet o fisgslbyoy
were repties, brds, and some mammals. IS R yeenc
Jewsh peopie were not alowed D eal bidoylerd s

iese kinds of creatures. A voice told ooy
at he shoud get up and eat

Not a chance. Lond! | have never
fihing that You have said was

Voice: Three men are looking for you.
Don'tbe afraid 1 go with them.

RIS L e Y

the floor to study today’s Bible story. Pass out

Jews in the early church. Explain that Jewish

Peter: | am the one you'rs looking for.
Why dd you come here?

Soldier: Comelius the

was speaking as the Lord’s represenay
the message of the Lord and the .
interchangeable. There is no contradictjq
Ask students to turn to the Book of
in their Bibles and bookmark it. Assign
parts on pages 2 and 3 of Bible Disc
volunteers to read. Students may take ashort
time to read through their parts so they can
be ready to read aloud when it’s their turn,
When you come to the Bible symbol, have
the whole class look up the Bible versejn
their Bibles. Decide together on the answer
and have students fill in the blanks. (For o
your convenience the correct answersare
given on the Bible Discoveries pages mwa%w\,
below.) Have everyone read the Bible
memory verse at the end.

Narrator: Poter went with the men the
next day. Comelus was happy o see him.
people had gathered in his home o

nds wih someone who isn'tJewish.
But now | know that God doesn't ook
down on anyone,

L Look up Acts 10:43.
Becauso of Jesus’ sacrilce on the cros,
Jows and Genties have
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Wﬂnh“.-.n n“_h< Were not Jewish and the Jewish
iy rules against even being with

= es.) Explain that in the Old “Testament
10d gave His people £ood rules. One of
those rules was not to worship false gods,
Most Gentiles worshiped false gods. So :.E
Jewish leaders made up more rules that kept

Jews from having anything at all to do with
Gentiles,

O How do you think Jewish
believers felt about letting
Gentiles into the church? (1hey
might have been worried that the Gentiles
would bring bad habits and false teaching
into the church. The Jewish believers were
probably comfortable with the rules, even
though they weren't all good rules.)

© How was Cornelius different
from Peter? (Peter was Jewish, Cornelius
was a Roman soldier, which meant he was a
Gentile.)

Explain that Cornelius was one of the few
Gentiles who worshiped the one true God.
Cornelius was known for doing good things
for God’s people.

© What did God show Peter
through the vision? (That all people, Jews

e ——
ry Verse Practice

wcticing this verse, make sure your

class understands what it
> and “be accepted by God? To understand God
explain that people who love God

do “right things” in order

show favoritisr
:ople who “do what is right)”
by obeying Him. It's not that we can
pted by God.
nts stand in two circles,
rger one. The circles of
pposite directions (one clockwis
kwise) while repeating the verse
k past each other, they will give ea
rcle a high five. After repeating the

¢ circles can change directions and the f

a smaller
tudents will
e and one

art of His Church if

and non-Jews, can be
they trust in Jesus as their Savior. It doesn't

matter where they live or what ethnic group

they belong to or what language they speak.)
© Who does our Bible memory
verse tell us that God accepts?
(God accepts all people no matter where they
are from.)

Bible Review Activity

Review the Bible story by having the class
act out the script in Bible Discoveries. Assign
speaking or reading parts to volunteers. Ask
other students to become part of the drama
by acting as onlookers, soldiers, servants, etc.
After the parts are assigned, have children
take a minute to go over their parts. Children
can put on Bible-time clothes as well

Have everyone get into their places
for the action to begin. You may choose
one child to be the “director” to make sure
everyone is in the right place and comes in at
the right time.

If you have a very large class, you could
assign two people to each part. The first time
you go through the story one of the actors is
used. Then the second time you go through
the story the second actor is up front. The
two can work together to make sure that
they are coming in at the right time, etc. The
“extras” can also be the audience during the
performances.

Memory Verse

“God does :o». show favoritism but accepts
from every nation the one who fears him and
does what is right.”

Acts 10:34-35





image6.jpeg
Bible
Activity
Choices

LI Bible Discoveries, p. 4

Markers

1o help children understand that
there are many different kinds of
peaple included in God’s Church,
let them do this Bible Discoveries
page, Have the students follow

the directions on page 4 of Bible
Discoveries to do the seek-and-find
activity and explore people that God

More about how God acy
taugh
which

Children will choose activities to help them discover who is in the Church,

This time of Bible activity choices will allow the children to learn
cepts all kinds of people into His Church, as
tin the Bible story from Acts 10:1-48. Let the children choose
activities are most appropriate for them.

tEE
[J Discovery Pack, Project K
[ Pencils
L] Optional: church directory or
church leaders

By participating in this craft activity,
the children will have a chance to
get to know the people who attend
your church. If you have a church
directory (especially if you have

a picture directory) the children

can refer to it as they consider who
attends as they answer the questions.
Have the students work together

to complete the Church Discovery
Sheet on Discovery Pack, Project

K. Then, on the back of the sheet,

let the children get the signatures

of everyone who makes up their
Sunday school class. (As an option,
you could invite one or two church
leaders to visit your class and be
interviewed by the children about
your church family.) Encourage
them to also get signatures of other
church members after Sunday school

is over.

[ Classroom chairs

Use this active game to help children ]
see that God accepts all kinds of
people. Make a circle of chairs,
facing into the circle. ‘There should
be one less chair than children, Have |
all students but one sit ina chair, |
The student without a chair should
stand in the middle of the circle and
say, “God accepts those...” and finish
the sentence with a characteristic

of a person (e.g. with red hair, who
were born in another country, who'
are wearing blue, wearing glasses,
etc). If a student sitting down fits
that description, he must get upand
change seats while the caller in the
middle tries to find a seat. The child’
without a seat is the next caller. Ifa
child says, “God accepts all kinds of
people.” everyone must getupand

change seats.





