
the Parish of St. Dunstan 

Wednesday Study Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1: an introduction 

Part 2: the beginning 

Part 3: Peter 

Part 4: Paul 

Part 5: the shipwreck 

Part 6: the beginning again 
 



Part 4: Paul 
May 13th  

 

What do you want to get off your chest about 

Paul? 
Paul the Witness 

Paul the Convert 

 

The walls continue to crack: Acts 11:19-26 
 

19Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took 

place over Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 

and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. 20But among them 

were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, 

spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 21The hand of 

the Lord was with them, and a great number became believers and 

turned to the Lord. 22News of this came to the ears of the church in 

Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he came and 

saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain 

faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; 24for he was a good man, 

full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were 

brought to the Lord. 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for 

Saul, 26and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it 

was that for an entire year they associated with the church and taught 

a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first 

called ‘Christians’. 

 
27At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One 

of them named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there 

would be a severe famine over all the world; and this took place during 

the reign of Claudius. 29The disciples determined that according to 

their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; 30this 

they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 



 

Paul’s first words: what do they say about him? 

Acts 13:4-12 
 
4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, Paul and Barnabus went down 

to Seleucia; and from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5When they arrived 

at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the 

Jews. And they had John also to assist them. 6When they had gone 

through the whole island as far as Paphos, they met a certain magician, 

a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-Jesus. 7He was with the proconsul, 

Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man, who summoned Barnabas and Saul 

and wanted to hear the word of God. 8But the magician Elymas (for 

that is the translation of his name) opposed them and tried to turn the 

proconsul away from the faith. 9But Saul, also known as Paul, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10and said, ‘You son of the 

devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and 

villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths 

of the Lord? 11And now listen—the hand of the Lord is against 

you, and you will be blind for a while, unable to see the sun.’ 

Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he went about 

groping for someone to lead him by the hand. 12When the proconsul 

saw what had happened, he believed, for he was astonished at the 

teaching about the Lord. 

 

[Compare Christ’s words to Paul: Acts 9:1-9 
 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and 

approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell 

to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 

me?’ 5He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 

do.’ 7The men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard 

the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 

were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him 

into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.] 



 

 

 

 

 

Paul begins to tear the walls down 

Acts 13:44-49 (after Paul’s sermon) 
 

44 The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word 

of the Lord. 45But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 

jealousy; and blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by 

Paul. 46Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, ‘It was 

necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you. Since 

you reject it and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we 

are now turning to the Gentiles. 47For so the Lord has commanded us, 

saying, 

“I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, 

   so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” ’ 
48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and praised the word 

of the Lord; and as many as had been destined for eternal life became 

believers. 49Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


