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The Importance of Others 
Pastor Brian Robertson 

 

One of the most insidious ways that we are all vul-
nerable to harm during the current crisis is that we 
are tempted to adopt attitudes that run contrary to 
our calling as followers of Jesus Christ. Two of these 
attitudes are selfishness and self-sufficiency. To be 
selfish is to elevate your best interests, and the best 
interests of your family, above the best interests of 
others. To be self-sufficient is to take pride in not 
needing – or accepting - help from anyone else.  
Both of these attitudes run contrary to the way that 
Jesus taught us to live together in community with 
each other. 

This Sunday (May 17) Pastor Tim will be preaching 
on 1 Samuel 24, which sets out the account of how 
David decided to spare the life of King Saul, even 
though Saul was trying to capture and kill him. This 
story asks us to weigh the idea of a person having a 
“right” to act in his own self-interest against having 
the integrity to put the interests of another person 
(and of his country) above his own interests. And 
next Sunday (May 24) Pastor Jamie will be preach-
ing on 1 Samuel 25. In that passage David is about to 
do exactly the opposite - he is about to exact re-
venge on an enemy who has offended him - when 
he is “saved from himself” by the brave interven-
tion of a wise woman named Abigail. He is set back 
on the right path by the help of another. 

At Sevenoaks, two of the values that we have com-
mitted ourselves to are FAMILY and DEPENDENCE.  
“Family” in this context means a community of peo-
ple who are committed to walking together and lov-
ing and caring for each other. And “dependence” 
means dependence on God, and on others. We may 
be tempted, in this time of crisis, to pride ourselves 
on our “self-sufficiency.” Ironically, though, “not 
needing any help from anyone” is actually a self-
imposed form of self-isolation. And we’ve surely all 
had enough of THAT by now! 

Church Updates 
Pastor Jamie Fox 

 

Finances 

I’m sure many of you have been wondering how the 
church is managing financially through this time. Alt-
hough giving is understandably down since we ceased 
in-person worship services, it is not down as much as 
it could have been. So thank you for your generosity 
in giving to the ministry and mission of Sevenoaks!  

We are also eligible for certain federal wage-subsidy  
programs to which we have applied and expect to 
hear soon. And of course our expenses are down, 
such as building utilities, ministry costs etc. As soon 
as we have some of our financial questions answered, 
chiefly what exactly we qualify for in federal aid, we 
will be able to give a clearer numerical picture of 
‘where we are’ financially. 

 

Chapel 

You may have noticed that for the past few Sundays 
we have been filming our sermons in the completed 
Chapel. It’s a joy for me to be able to tell you that the 
work has been completed and we are eager to start 
using it for ministry purposes. Of course, with a global 
pandemic raging, we can’t do that just yet, but it’s 
good to know it’s finished!  

There is actually one final non-building piece of the 
puzzle, and that’s the final inspection which will give 
us our occupancy capacity. The inspections have been 
halted for the past few weeks because of the COVID 
crisis but we’re told that they are beginning again so 
we anticipate the inspection shortly. 

Let me take this opportunity to thank you, the church 
family, for your prayers, patience and generosity to-
wards the project. 

http://www.sevenoaks.org


Do you or someone you know need some extra help in the midst of this pandemic?  

 

Bethany Verwoerd, a young adult at Sevenoaks Alliance, is working with United Way of the Lower Mainland as 
part of their COVID-19 Response team, and is here to help!  Her role in particular with United Way is to check 
in on different people in the community, and see if they or anyone they know might need some extra support 

at this time, and connect them to volunteers that can help fill the need. 

 

Do you need help with getting groceries or prescriptions delivered to you? United Way can help with that. Do 
you need some help with yard work that you can’t do right now? United Way can help with that too. Have you 
found yourself in a really hard time financially or emotionally in the pandemic and need extra support? United 

Way can help but may also refer you to another local organization that can help you more effectively. 

 

The goal is to let no person go without the help they need at this time, be it physical, mental, or emotional.  

 

Church family, if you or someone you know may need some extra support at this time, feel free to give      
Bethany a call at 778.222.9763 with your request, or if you have access to an electronic device, you can fill out 

this online form at https://www.uwlm.ca/mobilizing-local-love/ with your need, and the volunteers will        
respond as soon as they can.  

 

Also, there is always a need for more volunteers with United Way, so if you are interested, feel free to contact 
Bethany at her number listed above, or fill out the volunteer form at https://www.ivolunteer.ca/ to sign up to 

be a volunteer. 

 

Take care, stay safe, and blessings to you! 

https://www.uwlm.ca/mobilizing-local-love/
https://www.ivolunteer.ca/


 

David / Psalms / Missions / Covid-19 

We are now a couple of weeks into our 9-week journey of 
telling stories from the life of David. We hope you have 
been blessed by Jamie’s first two messages in this series, 
and we also hope that you are getting a chance to use the 
devotional guide that we have prepared to accompany the 
series. David is believed to have personally written as 
many as half of the Psalms that are found in the Book of 
Psalms, and it was during his reign as King that many more 
were written for use in the worship practices of God’s peo-
ple. So we have incorporated Psalms directly into the de-
votional guide. We hope that you are spending time in the 
Psalms regularly. To read them as we walk through the 
journey of life, especially times of fear and uncertainty, is 
to allow ourselves a chance to walk with God himself 
through the garden that he created for us to dwell in with 
him. 

Two years ago, we as a church family spent a lovely two 
months walking through some of the Psalms together, and 
at that time many of you accepted the invitation to try 
your hand at writing Psalms of your own. The results were 
beautiful and meaningful. In a recent copy of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance newsletter – Connections – two of 
our International Workers in the Asian Spice Region – 
Marco and Polla - shared with us a new Psalm that ad-
dresses what our brothers and sisters in that region are 
experiencing as they walk with God through the Covid-19 
crisis. We’re reprinting it here to share it with you. 

 

Oh God You are glorious and compassionate. 

 Who are we, that You would pay attention 

  to the details of our lives? 

You know all things; You know what we need and 

 where You will place us long before we even 

  have an inkling. 

You go before us Lord, and You plan our steps. 

As the virus was stirring in Asia, You brought 

 many of Your people to spacious places and 

 put them in houses and families. 

You provided shelter, friends, and visas. 

At just the right time, You took the faithful back    

 to be Your witnesses in a land that is        

 oppressed and longing for a saviour. 

O Lord, pour out Your salvation on the oppressed, 

 heal the sick and feed the hungry. Selah 

 The virus grew and the nations shuttered; 

we were afraid, Lord. 

Leaders of nations offered their wisdom—some 

 said go, some said stay. 

But we cried out to You Lord because You know all 

 things for today, tomorrow, next year. 

 

 You hear and You answer when we call. 

You show us the way we should go because You 

 are already there. 

All times are under Your watch and Your watch 

 over us is for eternity. Selah 

The people gathered to seek Your name and 

 worship You. 

You alone are trustworthy; You are loving, 

 and You are good. 

We told You our fears; You saw our hearts 

  and stilled us to quiet trust. Selah 

We put our hope in You Lord — for all of Your 

  plans are good; 

You are faithful to Your own. 

You O God will never leave us or forsake us. 

  

Spirit of God You have led us and shaped us and  

  filled us with hope. 

You provide food, shelter, friendship— 

homes away from home. 

We have enough to share because You are a 

generous God. Selah 

Let the nations call out to You and find You 

faithful. 

Let us serve alongside You, those who are 

 hurting. 

Pour out Your salvation like living springs around the 

  globe. 

Heal the earth Lord; forgive us our sins and 

heal our lands and hearts. Selah  

We look to You; we worship You because You 

 O Lord are glorious and 

You O Lord are compassionate! 



Financial Giving 
 

Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, 
an act of worship to the living God & an expression of 
trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision 

of knowing Jesus & making Him known.  
 

Online via Pushpay 

Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recur-
ring gift to the church using Pushpay. Use a credit 
card & designate where you want your gift to go.  

 

Online Banking 

There are 2 ways to give through your financial       
institution’s online banking site: 

1. Bill Payment 

Like paying bills, add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a 
payee. Note your offering envelope number as your 

account number.  

2. E-Transfer 

Like sending money to someone, add 
life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the amount 

you want to give & make up a security question. Then 
be sure to send the security question answer for the  
e-transfer in a separate email to life@sevenoaks.org 

so that we can accept it. 

 

Cheque 

Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance 
Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope 
number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the 

completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it to 
the church office. 

 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church! 

Contact Information 
 

Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
2575 Gladwin Road 

Abbotsford BC  V2T 3N8 
 

Help us keep your information current.    
Contact Tammy at the church office or email 

ttoews@sevenoaks.org 

The Church Office is Re-Opening! 

As we begin to enter Phase 2 of the B.C. Restart Plan 

set out last week by Premier Horgan, and as we begin 

together to slowly and cautiously relax some of the 

restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, we’ll 

be taking a phased approach to reopening some parts 

of our building for some limited ministry activities.    

Starting next Tuesday, May 19th, we will be re-opening 

the church office during our regular office hours, 

which are from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday 

through Thursday, except for holidays. 

Our Daily Bread 

We have lots of copies of this beloved devotional 

guide at the church office. There is the April/May/

June large print edition & the June/July/August      

regular print edition. Stop by & pick up yours! 

Watching our Sunday Service 

Online 

Did you know that when you visit our church 
website on Sunday, there is now a link on the 

homepage that will connect you directly to 
the online service? One click and you’re 

there! See you Sunday! 


