
Blue gloves not needed? 

 

 

When I saw this online I wanted to share it, though not quite sure why. It was Mothers’ Day. That may not be 

significant but it places this recently completed street art at a time of contrary news reports about both the 

easing of restrictions and of increases in COVID-19 cases and deaths. 

Chris had reminded us in a sermon, just three weeks before, about the moment when the two followers of Jesus 

recognized him for who he was when he broke bread at their supper. Luke 24: 30-31, “When he was at the table 

with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and 

they recognized him”. 

The two had walked from Jerusalem to Emmaus seemingly grieving and confused about the future after the 

death of their Messiah. When joined on the road by Christ they did not know him. It reminds me of the 

statement, “I know about the Queen but I do not know her”. True knowledge first requires full recognition and 

then a relationship can commence. We yearn for those we love who may know about Christ, yet who do not 

know him. For whatever reason these two followers, “were kept from recognising him” (v16).  

This recent contemporary artwork is a depiction of a depiction of that meal; one artist re-interpreting another 

artist’s interpretation. In our minds we may have yet another interpretation, doubtless without the gloves. What 

is the real interpretation? It is perhaps that moment when we come to see Christ for who he is. It may be a 

“lightbulb moment” such as Paul on the Road to Damascus or it arise from a gradual illumination of truth. What 



matters is the acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Son of God who died for us. The innkeeper stands at the side 

uncomprehending but the epiphany moment is clear for the two who walked with Jesus. 

Christ reveals himself in today’s world: the COVID work of isolation, financial worries, fear and death. God 

meets us where we are.  

Let us pray for people we know who have not made that acceptance, that they might be drawn to Him during 

the difficulties they are experiencing in these COVID-19 times. And let us pray that we will be open to be tools 

for Him. 

 

Martin 

(If you would like to compare the mural with the original, see 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/michelangelo-merisi-da-caravaggio-the-supper-at-emmaus)  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/michelangelo-merisi-da-caravaggio-the-supper-at-emmaus

