
Genuine Love 

God’s Call to Love 

7 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  

God is Love 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 

Whoever does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 

God Showed His Love 

 
9 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 

we might live through him.
10  

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

The measure of God’s love for us is Jesus. If you want to see the full measure of God’s love, 

watch Jesus.  D.A. Carson 

God’s Call to Love  

11 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

12 
No one has ever 

seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 1 

John 4 

The Uniqueness of God’s Love 

 
8 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. 
9 

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 

God’s wrath through him! Romans 5 

4 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

5 
made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  Ephesians 2 

To be loved but not known is comforting but superficial. To be known and not loved is our 

greatest fear. But to be fully known and truly loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God. It is 

what we need more than anything. It liberates us from pretense, humbles us out of our self-

righteousness, and fortifies us for any difficulty life can throw at us.  Tim Keller 

It is staggering that God should love sinners; yet it is true. God loves creatures who have 

become unlovely and (one would have thought) unlovable. There was nothing whatever in the 

objects of his love to call it forth; nothing in us could attract or prompt it. 
Love among persons is awakened by something in the beloved, but the love of God is free, 

spontaneous, unevoked, uncaused. God loves people because he has chosen to love them—

and no reason for his love can be given except his own sovereign good pleasure. J.I. Packer 

 


