
BUT, DO YOU HAVE AN APPOINTMENT? 

Our lives are normally regulated by calendars, diaries, IPhone reminders, schedules, 

deadlines, timelines and appointments. This results from the organizational necessity of 

competing demands on our time and the time of others. There’s nothing wrong with this, 

unless we set too many of them; the demands of contemporary life require an orderly 

approach to our work and personal commitments, in order to ensure reliability.  

Whether it be attending for or providing a professional service, school, meetings, repairing 

the car, a dinner engagement, or hours of work, appointment times ensure that they are 

achieved. We even usually develop a general idea of our plans and tasks on weekends 

and holidays.  

When I was young, neighbors, friends and relatives would sometime simply drop in to our 

family home. There was usually enough dinner for them too. Now, in both the home and 

work worlds, unless we’ve subscribed to a “drop-in” program, that is simply no longer 

done.  

In short, accessibility usually requires an appointment.  

This has been exacerbated by Covid-19. Our usual haunts: workplaces, restaurants, 

sports events, beaches and gatherings of all sorts are now precluded. One cannot 

schedule or have access to these at all. Even our SBF congregational meetings are 

included in this category, and Chris and the Leadership Team have mastered creative 

and technical ways to temporarily replace them. And, we’re even becoming accustomed 

to long lines and protocols to access for essential services.  

In contrast, and while our Father is a God of order, thankfully this is not His approach. We 

need no appointment or schedule to access His personal redemption for us. Whoever we 

are, wherever we are, whatever the circumstances, no matter the time, when we seek 

Him as our Savior, He welcomes and embraces us then – not a week or a month later.  

Not for nothing does John 10:9 guarantee: 

“I am the door; if anyone enters through me, he will be saved, and will go in and 

out and find pasture.” 

And, John 14:6 

“Jesus said to him “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one comes to the 

Father but through me.” 

When we seek, accept and commit, there is no waiting, appointment or means test for 

our salvation. The spiritual door is always open.  

Moreover, as we grow in maturity and discipline in our faith that same free and unfettered 

accessibility to God remains. He welcomes – indeed, craves – our prayers anytime 

without condition. Deuteronomy 4:7 confirms that God is near us when we pray. He even 

sends his Holy Spirit to assist us. As Romans 8:26 provides: 



 “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how 

 to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too 

 deep for words.” 

All of which is to say: 

 “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, 

 and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) 

In this time of overt regulation, which is for good reason, may we nevertheless reflect on 

our free and unconditional access to God’s salvation, love and care.  

Prayer: 

Father, thank you for your gift of redemption made possible through the sacrifice of your 

Son for us. Thank you that we can choose to step through your always open door to 

eternal life, without constraint. And, may we pray intentionally and constantly, knowing 

that you hear us in all circumstances.  

Hymn: 

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 

 “O Love that will not let me go,  

 I rest my weary soul in Thee; 

 I give Thee back the life I owe,  

 That in Thine ocean depths its flow, 

 May richer, fuller be.” 

Tim Dunford 


