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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & preaches today. 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
The Sentence of the Day: If you love me, you will keep my word, and my Father will love you, 
and we will come to you. 
  
Opening Hymn: G 590 Christ, Be Our Light (Bernadette Farrell, 2000 Published by OCP) 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us Your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone 

 



Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Many the gift, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Greeting: 
Live in God’s love! 
Let that love be poured out for all God’s people! 
Bring hope and peace to all whom you meet. 
We are called to be God’s witnesses. 
Celebrate and rejoice. 
Praise be to God who has called, healed, and given us a ministry of peace. AMEN. 

Canticle of Praise: Magnificat to the God of Dawn (Joyce Rupp in Out of the Ordinary) 

Antiphon: O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you. 
 
My being proclaims the wonders of light, 
As it slowly penetrates the ebbing darkness. 
 
And my spirit bows to the beauty of the One, 
Who gives life to all that has existence. 
 
Oh, vibrant green stems of life sing out, 
Your praise to the Heart who draws you forth. 
 
Bird songs rejoicing in the breath of dawn,  
warble your joy in view of the morning star. 
 
Dew drops radiant upon the wetness of grass, 
Give glory to the Wise Creator who sustains you. 
 



Flower gardens, rushing streams, silent deserts, 
Sing, sing for the Dancer who rejoices in your midst. 
 
Peoples of the planet, creatures of the universe, 
Play before the Enlivener who delights in you. 
 
And my soul, my soul, rise up and greet this day, 
With gratitude, in a stance of humble remembering. 
 
For all I am, and all I am called to be, is held, 
In the hands of a Creator who daily loves me into life. 
 
Antiphon: O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you. 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 

Chat @ the Chancel:  

Song: Like a Rock (Keri K Wehlander & Linnea Good © 1999 Borealis Music) 

Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.  
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.  
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 
 
First Reading: Acts 17:22-31                                                                                             Suzanne Bullen 
 
A reading from the book of Acts. 
 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 
to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have 
our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.”  
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 



an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: 66 7-18                                                                                                                     Suzanne Bullen 
 
Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. 
For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats. 
Come and listen, all you who fear God, and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
I called out to him with my mouth, and his praise was on my tongue. 
If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 
But in truth God has heard me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld his love from me. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22                                                                                          Lydia French 
 
A Reading from 1 Peter.       
   
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in 
your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who 
demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you 
for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once 
for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through 
water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 



who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn: Deep Within (David Haas, 1987, GIA Publications) 

 
Refrain:  
Deep within, I will plant my law, not on stone, but in your heart. 
Follow me; I will bring you back. You will be my own, and I will be your God. 
 
1. I will give you a new heart, a new spirit within you, for I will be your strength. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
2. See my face, and see your God, for I will be your hope. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
3. Return to me, with all your heart, and I will bring you back.  
 
(Refrain) 
 
Gospel:  John 14:15-21                                                                                            Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you.  

 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in 

my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 

those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.’  



The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                        Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover 
 
Affirmation of Faith: Hear, O Israel 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart, 
with all your soul,  
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Let us now demonstrate the hope that fills our hearts by turning to God in prayer, saying: Lord, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Empower with your Spirit, 0 Lord, all ministers of the gospel, that they may preach the word 
boldly and without apology. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Empower with your spirit, O Lord, all leaders of nations, that they may be unrelenting in their 
quest for peace. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Empower with your Spirit, 0 Lord, all the suffering peoples of this world, especially those who 
suffer for doing right. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Empower with your Spirit, 0 Lord, those among us who experience desolation, especially those 
for whom God seems most remote. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Empower with your Spirit, 0 Lord, all the sick and the dying [especially N.], that they may find 
life. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, it is in the power of your abundant and life-giving Spirit that we call upon you in 
prayer. Deepen our hope in your presence and your promise; hear us in your tender love, now 
and forever. AMEN. 
 



Collect of the Day: Three-fold God of love, you invite us to abide in you. May we follow the 
Spirit of truth, so that through us your commanding love may speak to the heart of the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:  CP 494 Not for Tongues of Heaven’s Angels  
(Timothy Dudley-Smith, text, 1985 Hope Publishing Co; Michael Joncas, Music, 1988 G.I.A Publications Inc) 

 
Not for tongues of heaven's angels, 
not for wisdom to discern, 
not for faith that masters mountains, 
for this better gift we yearn: 
 
Refrain: May love be ours, O Lord; may love be ours. May love be ours, O Lord. 
 
Love is humble; love is gentle; 
love is tender, true and kind; 
love is gracious, ever patient, 
generous of heart and mind: 
 
(Refrain) 
 



In the day this world is fading, 
faith and hope will play their part, 
but when Christ is seen in glory, 
love shall reign in every heart: 
 
(Refrain) 
 
Commissioning: Go from this time of worship in the knowledge that you do not go alone: the 
power and presence of God goes with you. So go into the world; live as God’s people, through 
the grace of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen! Alleluia! 
 
 

 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 

The community of S. George at Kingcome Inlet, Wakeman, Hopetown, & Gillford Island.  
The Diocese of Kootenay. 

 In the Selkirk Region for Church of the Advent. 
  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Joan, Maureen, Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, Peggy, 

Carol Ann, Rick & Barb, Brad, Lorna, Kian, & Sheila. 
 
 


