
Compline – Friday, May 15, 2020 
 
Celtic Prayers from Iona – J. Philip Newell 
 
Opening Words (as candle is lit) 
Where can I flee 
from your presence O God?    (Psalm 139:7) 
 
(Be still and aware of the presence of the Divine within and all around) 
 
Opening Prayer and Thanksgiving 
My Christ, my love,  
     my encircle, 
Each day, each night, 
Each light, each dark, 
Be near me, uphold me, 
My treasure, my truth  
   
 
FREE PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
    on earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom, the power 
     and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Scripture – Psalm 31:1-5,7-14 – St. Helena Psalter 

In you, O God, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 



Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, O God of truth. 
I will rejoice and be glad because of your mercy, * 
for you have seen my affliction; 
you know my distress. 
You have not shut me up in the power of the enemy; * 
you have set my feet in an open place. 
Have mercy on me, O God, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
I have been forgotten like the dead, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
__fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O God. * 
I have said, “You are my God. 

 
SILENCE 
(Reflect on the reading and remember that we belong to the whole company of saints both past 
and present) 
 
Poem – “The Emigrant Irish” by Eavan Boland 
Like oil lamps, we put them out the back — 
 
of our houses, of our minds. We had lights  
better than, newer than and then  
 
a time came, this time and now  
we need them. Their dread, makeshift example. 
 
They would have thrived on our necessities.  
What they survived we could not even live.  
By their lights now it is time to  



imagine how they stood there, what they stood with, 
that their possessions may become our power. 
  
Cardboard. Iron. Their hardships parcelled in them.  
Patience. Fortitude. Long-suffering  
in the bruise-coloured dusk of the New World.  
 
And all the old songs. And nothing to lose.  

 
Intercessions 
Safe guard your faithful people 
in the sanctuary of your love O God. 
Shelter them this night 
    in the shelter of the saints. 
God to enfold them 
God to surround them 
God in their watching 
God in their hoping 
God in their sleeping 
God in their ever-living souls.   
 
(Recall the events of the day and pray for the Church throughout the world) 
 

Closing Prayer 
(after which candle is extinguished) 
 
Grant to me, O Trinity of grace, 
From whom all life freely flows 
That no tie over-strict 
     no tie over-dear 
May be between myself  
     and this world. 
As it was 
As it is 
As it shall be evermore, 
With the ebb 
With the flow 
O Trinity of Grace.    
 
Sources: 
Prayers are from: Celtic Prayers from Iona – J. Philip Newell, New York: Paulist Press, 1997 

Poem:  "The Emigrant Irish," from Outside History: Selected Poems 1980-1990. Copyright © 
1987 by Eavan Boland. W.W.Norton & Company, Inc. 
 
Scripture: Contemporary English Version, American Bible Society, 1995.     
 


