
Compline – Saturday, May 16, 2020 
 
Celtic Prayers from Iona – J. Philip Newell 
 
Opening Words (as candle is lit) 
Search me O God 
and know my heart 
Test me and  
know my thoughts 
See if there is  
any wicked way in me 
and lead me  
in the way everlasting     (Psalm 139:23-24) 
 
(Be still and aware of the presence of the Divine within and all around) 
 
Opening Prayer and Thanksgiving 
A shade are you in the heat O God 
A shelter are you in the cold. 
Eyes are you to the blind O God 
A staff are you to the weak. 
An island are you at sea O God. 
A rock are you on land. 
O my soul’s  healer 
keep me at evening 
keep me at morning 
keep me at noon. 
I am tired, astray and stumbling 
Shield me from sin. 
O my soul’s healer 
Shield me from sin. 
   
 
FREE PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
    on earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 



For the kingdom, the power 
     and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Scripture – Psalm 31:15-24 – St. Helena Psalter 

 
 
SILENCE 
(Reflect on the reading and remember that we belong to the whole company of saints both past 
and present) 
 
Poem – “Sheltered in Place” by Richard Levine 

You watch your boy struggle with giving 
up the turtle, returning it to the pond 
where he’d found it on a walk— 
first time you’d all been out in days. 
 
How thoughtful he thought he’d been, 

My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness, save me.” 

O God, let me not be ashamed for having called upon you; * 
rather, let the wicked be put to shame; 
let them be silent in the grave. 

Let the lying lips be silenced which speak against the righteous, * 
haughtily, disdainfully, and with contempt. 
How great is your goodness, O God, 

which you have laid up for those who fear you; * 
which you have done in the sight of all 
for those who put their trust in you. 

You hide them in the covert of your presence from those who slander them; * 
you keep them in your shelter from the strife of tongues. 

__Blest are you, O God, * 
for you have shown me the wonders of your love in a city under siege. 
Yet I said in my alarm, 

“I have been cut off from the sight of your eyes.” * 
Nevertheless, you heard the sound of my entreaty 
when I cried out to you. 

Love God, all you who worship God; * 
God protects the faithful, 
but repays to the full those who act haughtily. 

Be strong and let your heart take courage, * 
all you who wait for God. 



making it a home in the home 
where the family sheltered in place. 
How he cared for his armored friend. 
 
Having picked flowers, knowing they’d die, 
you understand the urge to pluck 
the exotic, the beautiful—any diversion 
from fear, which is in itself a disease. 
 
That morning, you helped your boy 
give up the idea of living forever. 
 
Intercessions 

Watch now O Christ 
with those who are weary  
    or wandering 
    or weeping this night. 
Guide them to a house 
     of your peace 
And lead me to be caring 
    for their tears. 
 

 (Recall the events of the day and pray for the Church throughout the world) 
 

Closing Prayer 
(after which candle is extinguished) 
 
Grant to me, O Trinity of grace, 
From whom all life freely flows 
That no tie over-strict 
     no tie over-dear 
May be between myself  
     and this world. 
As it was 
As it is 
As it shall be evermore, 
With the ebb 
With the flow 
O Trinity of Grace.    
 
Sources: 
Prayers are from: Celtic Prayers from Iona – J. Philip Newell, New York: Paulist Press, 1997 

Poem:  “Sheltered in Place” copyright ©2020 by Richard Levine.  
 
Scripture: Contemporary English Version, American Bible Society, 1995.     
 


