
Part 1: Fitting In 
We’ve all experienced what it feels like to not fit in. Most of us expend a lot of energy trying to 
avoid that by being like the people around us. We start to build our lives around our efforts to 
blend in rather than embracing what makes us different. 

Scripture: 1 Samuel 8 

Discussion Questions 
1. Can you recall as a kid wanting to be like everyone else? Wanting to fit in? In what ways did 

you try to do this? How did it feel when you did fit in? What did it feel like when you 
realized that you didn’t fit in? In what ways do you continue to experience this dynamic as 
an adult? 

2. In our text this week, Israel wanted to be like every other nation. Why is it so hard to be 
different? Why is standing out such a threatening thing for us to face? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 8 together. What was the problem with the current leadership? What were 
they supposed to be doing? What were they actually doing?  

4. What is the definition of justice in this text? Why is justice such an important part of any 
community? What happens to a group of people when they fail to provide justice for 
people?  

5. Why do the people want a king? Why does God say that they are rejecting Him? What is 
the warning that Samuel gives them on behalf of God concerning the king that they want? 

6. Are there ways that we tend to reject God as our king? What are some of the other 
authorities that we tend to trust rather than God, to be the king of our lives? 

7. What would it look like for us as individuals to acknowledge that God is our king? What 
would it look like for us as a church and community? 

Moving Forward 
Jesus came as a royal figure announcing that the Kingdom Of God was now at hand. What are 
some of the characteristics of his kingdom? How have you seen his kingdom coming in our 
world? 

What is one practical way that you can live in light of the kingship of Jesus?


